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said Ed Reed, chair of the Union
County Public Library Board of
Trustees. “He sent a follow-up
email thanking us for the inter-
view.”

Should the candidate
accept the position, the evalu-
ation periods will serve as a
means of judging job perfor-
mance and how well the ap-
plicant adjusts to the demands
of the director position.

“At the three-month
point, we would get together
and say, okay, you’re doing
great at this, but maybe you
need to work a little more in
this area, just to provide feed-
back to him as to how he’s
doing at that three-month
mark,” said Moore. “And the
six-month is kind of that point
where we say, okay, this is

working or it isn’t, and we’ll
make him aware of that stipu-
lation to his acceptance of the
job.”

One particular trait that
impressed the search committee
and board of trustees about this
candidate was his apparent abil-
ity to fit in wherever he goes.

“He’sbeeninvolvedinhis
church in his community there,
which is important to people of
this area,” said Moore. “This
person will be representing the
Mountain Regional Library
System, and it’s important that
they be the face of the library
within the community, because
we’ve got three counties here.

“We’ve had great suc-
cess,” Moore continued. “We’ve
had the addition here, the reno-
vation at the library in Hiawas-

see. The next one, which will
be happening this year within
the next few months, will be
the renovation at Mountain Re-
gional Library.”

The board of trustees will
keep a particularly close eye on
how this applicant performs in
regards to Fannin County Pub-
lic Library.

“Right now, the only li-
brary in our system that hasn’t
experienced the positive growth
is Fannin County, and they’ve
had some challenges because
they have a multi-person com-
mission, and in Union and
Towns County, we have sole
commissioners,” said Moore.
“And we felt as a group that,
with his personality, he would
be capable of representing the
library in a very positive way

to those people in the political
arena in Fannin County.

“We hope that they will
have a library there,” Moore
continued. “Right now, it’s in
their courthouse, and we want
them to experience the same
success that we’ve had in Union
and Towns County. And I think
that he is capable of doing that
for us. That’s one of the things,
as the search committee, we
were looking for that quality
in whoever we got, and I think
he’s capable of that.”

As things stand, the board
is very confident in its decision.

“I think he’ll be a good
fit for the job,” said Reed. “He’s
an outgoing, friendly person. I
think he’s easy to get to know,
so I think he’ll fit in well.”
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[ took that last test, my entire
goal had been to break 2200.
And when I walked out, I didn’t
feel like I had, but I did by 50
points.”

She will be attending
Princeton University in the
fall, where she hopes to attain
a concentration in chemistry,
with a certificate in piano per-
formance.

“And then medical
school,” said Todd. “I’'m not
sure where yet, but hopefully I
will attend medical school and
then get a specialty in neurol-
ogy.”

Todd is the first female
student in UCHS history to be
attending an Ivy League school,
and only the second student ever
to attend Princeton University
upon graduation. The first was
Matthew West, who graduated
in 2004.

Passing on words of test-
taking wisdom, Todd stressed
the importance of not stressing
about the SAT.

“If you go into it just with
the mindset of getting as many
points as you possibly can and
not worrying about the rest, then
you will test better,” said Todd.
“Don’t stress yourself out, and
with each section, focus on that
section. If you feel like you did
badly, move on. Don’t worry
about that one, just worry about
the next upcoming one and fo-
cus on that.”

Todd would like to thank
her friends and family for help-
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ing, STAR Students.

Joey Swanson and
Woodmen of the World spon-
sor the event.

Last year’s STAR Stu-
dents were Alice Francis,
Union County High School,
and Logan Wood, of Woody
Gap School.

STAR Teachers were
Amy Payne, Union County
High School, and Althea Cant-
rell, Woody Gap School.

ing her along the way — and, of
course, Hunter, who aided Todd
in her quest for SAT greatness
with plenty of prep and three
years of math courses.

“He’s a great math teach-
er,and I learned a lot from him,”
said Todd. “But also, he’s there
for me as a homeroom teacher
and just as a teacher in general
for me to talk to if there’s some-
thing going on. He’s kind of
like that father figure at school
for me. He helped me with my
SAT. Like I said earlier, just
helping me with the math ques-
tions, and just whenever I need
him, he’s there.”

The relationships formed
between Coach Hunter, as he’s
known around school, and his
students and athletes are what
drive the successes shared by
all parties involved.

“You have to be open to
the kids as far as understand-
ing that they need to see you as
a teacher, but they need to see

you as a person,” said Coach
Hunter. “And the fact, too, that
humor goes a long way. If you
have that good relationship with
them, the kids can feel com-
fortable in there, they can feel
excited about things, and they
can legitimately enjoy learning.
If you laugh, you have a good
time. Nobody just wants to sit
around and have somebody
drone on about something for-
ever.”

The honor of being se-
lected by Todd as STAR Teach-
er is doubly meaningful for
Coach Hunter, who currently
coaches boys and girls soccer at
UCHS, but has coached every-
thing from basketball to football
over his 15 years teaching every
level of math at the school.

“A lot of times, people
don’t think of your coaches as
typically the ones who can help
you in the academic setting,”
said Coach Hunter. “So, that’s
really a good feeling for me,

because I've gotten recognition
both in the classroom and on the
playing field. That was some-
thing I took as really a big deal.

“But the biggest thing is
the honor that Rachel,” contin-
ued Coach Hunter, “she could
have chosen any faculty mem-
ber here, and there are tons of
fantastic faculty members. And
then, she picks you out of that —
that’s a really big deal.”

As both longtime coach
and teacher, Coach Hunter is
used to seeing students with in-
credible drive and work ethic,
and he is also used to seeing
students with extremely excep-
tional abilities.

“But the kind of kids that
you remember are the ones who
come through with both, and
those are the rarest ones you
find,” said Coach Hunter of
Todd. “Probably the best com-
pliment that I could give for her
is that she’s that way academi-
cally.”

“Ugly Christmas Sweater” contest winners
announced; receive prizes and awards

A different sort of meet-
ing was enjoyed by members
of the Misty Mountain Quil-
ters’ Guild, which met January
27, 2015, at the First United
Methodist Church of Union
County. Linda McKnight,
Program Chairman, presented
some unusual activities to start
the new year with laughter
and fun. Prizes were given to
the wearers of “Sweater with
the most ‘Bling,” the ‘Ugliest
Sweater,” and the sweater that
was ‘Over the top.””

There was also a show-
ing of the “Ugliest Quilt I Ever
Made” by several ladies, and
a swap table of ‘ugly’ unfin-
ished projects. To raise funds,
the “Hugs and Kisses” (chil-
dren in crisis ) volunteers sold
fabric and books, as did the
“Quilt of Valor” team. Sev-
eral new members were wel-

(L R): Elma Donaldson, of Mmeral Bluff; Ruth McKinley, of Mor-
ganton; and Marsha Elllott of Young Harris.

comed and encouraged to par-

www.mistymountainquilt-

ticipate in ongoing projects of  guild.org.

the Guild. Visit the website:
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Excellence in Organic Hair Care

706-781-3015 » 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel

Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter

For All Your Photography Needs

706-633-3396
307 D Cleveland St. Blairsville, Ga.

GHAVNS BONEFURNISEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Ll

M(T;)}_{Lfljtai n Life

Call us today - (877) 633-8186

TheMountainLifeTeam.com
KELLERWILLIAMS
REALTY PARTNERS

Lock & Vault
706745 LOCK

(5625)

www.safequardlockandvault.com

LOCKSMITH

1063 MurrHY HicHway Surte, 102 BLARSVILLE, GA.

CERTIFIED +» BONDED * INSURED

SAVTA #SR16562 ALOA #27989

Trackrock Stables

VALENTINE SPECIAL
PRIVATE RIDES
FOR COUPLES

Campfire & S’mores!

For details & reservations call 706-745-5252
$5 Local Resident Discount

XpressAuto Repair

Certified Foreign & All Domestic Automotive Services

>>You don't need to take your luxury car to Atlanta anymore!

Mercedes, BMW, Audi, Porsche
Toyota, Honda, Kia, Infinity, Mini
And all Domestics. Re/ L EA) (] F{7 1]
- We Locally Service What Others Can't -

CALL: (706) 835-1481
Mon -Fri. 8am to Spm. (Sat. 10- 4pm)
1538 Old Blue Ridge Hwy.

ALLIED DEVELO

{§,, Grading, Land Clearing, 1Zy
Septic Systems, Retaining Walls

Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape

Bringing the Landscape Creativity
of Atlanta to the Mountains!

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431

SEAlS

BLAIRSVILLE

_— Sears of Blairsville
- 60 Sears Way
Blairsville, GA 30512

Locally Owned and Operated

Tel 706-745-6600
Fax 706-745-8537
ds3896@shos.com
Parts/Service 1-800-549-7861

RECOVg
WA 20y
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Ask about an insurance needs
analysis.

| Flip Varney
- Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Native Broké'r;glje
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com

19-B Cobalt St. « Blairsville, GA
empireofecigs@hotmail.com

706-994-9959

Ernie
727-243-5330

Kristy
352-228-2600

www.empireofecigs.com

EMPIR E&ic;

AND VAPING

New Year!!
New Owner!!
New Prices!!

SunSations

Tanning Salon
706-745-8267
19 Cobalt Street Suite 3,
Blairsville, Ga 30512

Allondatle X

=

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * Hiawassee, GA
294 Hwy. 515 Suite B ¢ BLAIRsVILLE, GA

Charlie’s
Custom =
»~ Leather

Holsters - Knife
Belts - Bible Covers
Repairs & much more

Hand Made To Orderx
770.533.0300

Blairsville Ga.




