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Paris..continued from Page 4A

Q. How many calls do
you receive directly as com-
missioner?

A. That is hard to say be-
cause phone calls are only part
of the issue. My staff is very
good in trying to assist you to
find answers without always
needing to speak to me direct-
ly. But probably 1/4 to 1/2 the
callers ask to speak to me.

Q. Do people have any
other way to speak to you?

A. Oh my gosh, yes. In
fact there are so many ways
now that one of my problems
is keeping up with which me-
dium I need to respond to, as
some come through my office
and some directly to me. I can
be reached through email and
Facebook as well as the phone.
Five years ago, I always tried to
keep my phone calls answered
within the week, but that is im-
possible now. I must prioritize
the contacts now and it can
sometimes be a couple of weeks
or even longer, depending on
how many out of town meetings
[ must attend and how much
time I have in the office. That is
why my staff tries to handle all
calls they possibly can.

Q. What are the differ-
ent ways the public has to re-
ceive information from you?

A. First, I have provided
these questions and answers

each week for the past 13 or 14
years to help inform the public.
It takes a lot of time and I am
almost always late in getting
them to the newspaper, as I am
this week. I have responded to
over 4000 questions. There are
phone calls to the office, there
are personal visits to the of-
fice, there are emails of which
I receive over 10,000 per year,
there are Facebook private
messages, there are cell phone
messages, there are voicemails,
there are questions at the Farm-
ers Market, church and the res-
taurant each week in person,
and I am probably missing
some. So anyone that says they
can not get in touch with me is
simply mistaken.

Q. Is it hard to keep
up with all the questions and
different forms of correspon-
dence?

A. It can be difficult
sometimes. Trying to keep up
with the different questions
from different mediums and
then following up takes a lot
of time, but I enjoy it. I do not
think any Commissioner in the
state is any more responsive
and accessible to the public
than I am. That does not mean
that occasionally someone will
not fall through the cracks, but
if they do, I hope I will hear
from them again.

Cummings...continued from Page 4A

the house to the other searching
for the dog”. Papa was running
around while Granny directed
him to a spot where she thought
the dog could be safely shot. She
said, “The story is funny now.
But, back then if a man got bitten
by arabid dog it was a death sen-
tence”. Finally, Papa was able to
shoot the dog. Papa said, “Your
Granny told me to get doors
hung on that house and I did”.
Your imagination can
cause you some severe prob-
lems. In the first story Papa
was scared of a sound. Little

did he realize the sound was
nothing but his old milk cow.
In the second story Granny was
so stricken with fear for Papa’s
safety she couldn’t give him
proper directions.

Remember our dates for
the Kris Kringle Market. We
will open on December 4 at 3
and close that evening at 8. We
will open Saturday, December
5th at 10 a.m. Come on out
to meet Santa Claus and buy
some locally made crafts. We
should have a little produce as
well.

Entz .. continued from Page 4A

church or the government was
considered “heresy” and “trea-
son.”

It was “conform or be
killed’; sounds a lot like ISIS,
doesn’t it? But because truth
cannot be killed, since it is
part of God’s character, even
though it may be suppressed
and restricted from time to
time, it always reappears, be-
cause it is eternal. So country
after country began to experi-
ence an “awakening” by the
citizens who were compelled
by a yearning to know Bible
truth and to be free to think
for themselves, be creative,
and follow their convictions of
truth, justice, and morality.

When they learned about
the discovery of the “new
world”, they saw their chance
to escape the tyranny of church
and state and be free, and they
were willing to risk everything
in order to achieve it. And that
is why groups like the Puritans
and Pilgrims came to what is
now called “America”. Even
though it was a wilderness,
they gladly left the old world
behind and set their sights on
the dream of a new life and
freedom.

In just a little over three
hundred (300) years they built
the greatest country this world
has ever seen. Its progress has
been phenomenal because
there was no king or church
system to stifle their creativity
and genius and drain them of
their resources to support the
system. They developed a Con-
stitution like none other, which
guarantees freedom for all, and
which limits the powers of gov-
ernment and puts the people in
control instead of a king or a
single church system.

It is a government “of
the people, by the people, for
the people”, and people can
read the Scriptures in their own
language for themselves, and
be guided by the Holy Spirit. It
is a country of one government,
one language, and one curren-
cy. The Church was separated
from the government, and this
arrangement has worked very
well. It was part of an “experi-
ment”’, remember?

Another thing I’m thank-
ful for is that every time we
elect a new president, we don’t
have to change our religion to

be like his, as was the case in
the old world when new kings
came into power.

So, I'm very thank-
ful for all the dear, precious,
brave people in the old world
who loved truth enough to be
willing to die for it and who
rose up against the tyranny of
the church and state, and came
over here to the “new world”
and made it possible for me to
grow up free — free to be and
do whatever I want in life, and
be governed by laws based
on principles found in God’s
word.

I’'m appealing to every-
one who reads this article to
join me in pledging to keep
alive the dreams of the early
settlers and the principles that
have made America so great.
We’ve come a long way, but
the struggle isn’t over, the price
of freedom is eternal vigilance.
In every family the children
need to be taught these things
or we will lose all that has been
built up by the dedication and
sacrifice of all who have given
their lives to make this country
possible. Let’s never forget the
debt of gratitude we owe them
to keep America free.

Though the struggle be-
tween truth and error, good and
evil, is almost over, it iS won-
derful to realize how God’s
hand has been over America.
I believe it has been raised
up and chosen to play a criti-
cal role in getting the gospel
message out to a dying world.
Freedom has been necessary to
accomplish it. And that’s why I
believe God has blessed Amer-
ica so much.

And when the struggle
between good and evil is finally
over, all who have been faithful
to God will be privileged to be
settlers in the wonderful “new
world” God is preparing for
them. We won’t need America
anymore.

As the beloved hymn
says, “There’s a land that is
fairer than day, and by faith we
can see it afar”, and just as the
pilgrims dreamed of a better
life in a better world, let’s keep
our eyes on that “celestial city”
built by God for those who love
Him. I hope to see you there!

In the meantime, “God
Bless America”!

Rosemary Entz

LeOIle... continued from Page 4A

nation), Niagara Falls is more
than just the place my parents
got hitched in August of 1954.
Well, actually it has also been
dubbed the Honeymoon Capi-
tal of the World, with an aver-
age of 50,000 couples annually,
celebrating their nuptials at this
water world since 1804. The
Falls draws another 12 million
visitors a year to watch in awe
as every second, 750,000 gal-
lons of water spews over rock
at a rate of 68 miles and hour.

I had been to the Falls
many times growing up, but
until this trip had never ridden
“The Maid of the Mist”. I'm
not sure where the Maid moni-
ker derived, but the mist of
200,000 tons of water flowing
a minute is quite obvious; with
even that thin metallic blue
garbage bag they give you to
cover up, one still manages to
get very wet. While on the ride,
cozying up to hundreds of trav-
elers from around the world,
straining to get a glimpse of the
rainbow that is nearly perpetual
across the Falls, I couldn’t help
but notice that “oohs and aahs”
are the pronounced the same in
any language.

On the boat ride, anoth-
er thought crossed my mind.
What is the morphed configu-
ration of the DNA of the wing-
nut that not only contemplates
a ride over the Falls in a barrel,
but actually acts on that imagi-
nary glimpse into insanity? The
first person to survive a joy
ride over the Falls in a wooden

Fowler ..

continued from Page 4A

a nice, decent person needs a
Savior just as much. “All have
sinned,” which surely we al-
ready knew (Rom. 3:23). There
are no degrees of being a Chris-
tian; either you are, or aren’t.
Faith in Jesus Christ changes
your being. “If anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creature; the
old things passed away” (2 Cor.
5:17).

Tom Tarrants is a trophy
of God’s grace, a new creature
indeed. One evidence that God
exists and the gospel of Christ
is true is a changed life. May
your life testify to that truth.

Williams ..

continued from Page 4A

ticipate in the Jingle Bell Buys
event: Glow a Hair & Nail Salon,
S.AFE. Thrift Store, Paradise
Hills Resort & Spa, American
Catch Seafood Exchange, Hud-
dle House Restaurant, Blimpie
Subs & Salads, The Bearding
Bottle Shop, North Georgia
Zoo & Farm, Reflexology by
Kathryn, In Sister’s Kitchen,
Beautiful Things, Green Heal-
ing Beauty, Candles By Jean,
Sage Wax Boutique, Formal
Elegance Hair and Makeup Stu-
dios, The Vacuum Store, Jerae’s
Unity Alpacas, Mary Kay Cos-
metics — Roberta Ford, Logan
Turnpike Mill, Origami Owl
— Sharon Penner, Bagel Bam,
Pat’s Hallmark Shop, and Alpha
Drug Testing Services.

As you are out and about,
be sure to stop by the Blairs-
ville-Union County Chamber
of Commerce located in the
Union County Community
Center at 129 Union County
Recreation Road. During the
entire month of December, you
will be able to enjoy approxi-
mately 40 beautiful Christmas
trees and wreaths that are deco-
rated by our local Chamber
members as part of our annual
Tour of Trees presented by
Union General Hospital, Inc
and Union General Wellness
Center. There is no admission
fee to this event. Additionally,
on Saturday, December 12 from
3-6 p.m. we will host our annu-
al Holly Jolly Christmas event
at the Community Center with
musical performances, photos
with Santa, train rides, and lots
of activities for the kids!

Lamar Paris ..
continued from Page 4A

tax. Maintaining our property
tax mil rate as one of the low-
est five in the State of Georgia
is how we manage keeping
our property taxes reasonable
for everyone. I do not want to
do anything in our county that
would contribute to our prop-
erty tax rate possibly doubling
over the next few years as is
happening in some counties.
That would not help industry
looking to move to our area, it
would not help property own-
ers who wanted to invest in our
county, and it would definitely
have a negative impact on our
school and taxpayers who were
just starting their lives here.
Commissioner Lamar Paris

Hope House

Hope House is a faith-
based, non-profit benevo-
lence center to help Union
County residents and home-
less in times of critical need.
Hours of operation: Monday
9 am.-12 p.m. & Thursday
1 p.m.-4 p.m., located at 178
Brackett’s Way, Blairsville,
(706)781-3090. nvoviszica

cask was a 63 year old female
school teacher. I guess her sto-
ry of how she spent her sum-
mer vacation trumped every
kid in her classroom that year.
And I never could find a record
of how many men failed in
their attempts before this crazy
woman, who obviously had no

intention of ever collecting her
Social Security benefits, suc-
ceeded.

Tomorrow morning 1
will travel the 18 km over the
Rainbow Bridge, back into the
USA. The Customs officer will
inquire what I am bringing back
with me. I’ll admit that I bought
a loaf of raison bread that was
too delectable to pass up, along

with the souvenir hooded plas-
tic bag monogrammed with
the dried mist of the Falls. And
I’ll share with him that I carry
with me the warmth of hospi-
tality bestowed by the Village
of Virgil and I’ll share it with
others when I return to the
wonderful mountainside com-
munity that I’'m fortunate to
call home.



