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with prayer, thanking veterans
for their devotion and courage
in preserving the freedoms
and heritage of Americans
everywhere.

“May the dedication and
honor of each of these men
and women be remembered
as a blessing from generation
to generation,” said Danek in
closing her invocation.

The Civil Air Patrol
Blairsville Squadron GA 152
— composed of Lt. Kevin Potts,
17, SSgt. Nic Klopschinski,
17, Airman Alex Bailey, 15,
and Airman Ist Class Nicholas
Sherman, 15 — held the
Posting of the Colors, after
which the unified band and
chorus programs performed the
national anthem and “God Bless
America.”

“We are humbled in
honoring and recognizing our
community’s veterans and their
families — thank you for your
service,” said senior Dylan
Byers, 18, in his opening
remarks.

Byers served as the
master of ceremonies for
the day’s event, and he next
introduced seniors Cody Short,
18, and Brooks Patterson,
17, who performed “8th of
November,” a Country Music
ballad chronicling the time of
Niles Harris, a soldier in the
U.S. Army, during an operation
in South Vietnam on Nov. 8,
1965.

“Veterans — as a
representative of the students
of Union County Schools, I
want to thank you for your
service to our country,” said
Danek following the moving
performance from Short and
Patterson. “If it wasn’t for men
and women of your caliber and
those who stood before you, we
would not be able to enjoy the
freedom that we have today.”

The band and chorus
programs then played and sang
the “Armed Forces Medley,”
a composition of the various
service hymns of each of
the five branches of the U.S.
Armed Forces. As each branch’s
hymn began, the veterans from
that branch stood and were
recognized.

New to this year’s
ceremony was the presentation

of Quilts of Valor, quilted
by volunteers of the Misty
Mountain Quilters’ Guild, to
three local veterans.

“Laurie Reid served with
the U.S. Navy in the Persian
Gulf during both Desert Shield
and Desert Storm as a plane
captain for the F-14 Tomcat
fighter aircraft aboard the USS
Abraham Lincoln, assigned to
Fighter Squadron 124,” said
Danek, introducing Reid as a
QoV recipient. “Medals and
awards include the Southwest
Asia Service Medal with Bronze
Star, the National Defense
Service Medal, the Good
Conduct Medal and a Letter of
Commendation.”

Senior Justin Eigel
handed quilts to fellow seniors
Kat Capstick and Nathan South,
who wrapped each recipient in
unique quilts to call their own.

After Capstick and South
enfolded Reid in her quilt,
Danek moved on to recognize
Shane Womack, who is the
assistant principal at Union
County Middle School.

“Shane Womack
graduated from the U.S. Naval
School of Health Sciences
and Field Medical Service
School as a Navy Fleet Marine
Force Corpsman,” said Danek.
“He served with the Ist
Battalion, 11th Marines as a
Senior Corpsman during the
Persian Gulf War. After his
tour in the Persian Gulf, he
saw duty at several stateside
duty stations. His medals and
awards include the Combat
Action Ribbon, the Meritorious
Unit Commendation and the
Southeast Asia Service Ribbon
with two Service Stars.”

Command Sgt. Maj.
(Ret.) Art McCann of the U.S.
Army, who is an assistant
administrator at the high school,
has coordinated the Veterans
Day Ceremony since it began
three years ago.

Instead of leading the
ceremony this year, he stepped
aside to allow students to take
up those responsibilities, and
this year he was honored in
the ceremony with a Quilt of
Valor.

“Arthur McCann served
in the U.S. Army for over 27
years,” said Danek. “He served

in combat with the 1st Ranger
Battalion during Operation Just
Cause in Panama, and during
the Gulf War in Kuwait. He
served with the 173rd Airborne
Brigade during Operation
Iraqi Freedom in Iraq, and in
Operation Enduring Freedom
in Afghanistan.

“His medals and awards
include the Legion of Merit, two
Bronze Stars, the Purple Heart,
the Soldier’s Medal for Valor
and six Meritorious Service
Medals. He was awarded the
Combat Infantryman Badge
twice, and earned the Combat
Master Parachutist Badge with
Gold Star during a night combat
parachute assault.”

Short returned to perform
“Thank You Soldier” with senior
Tori Walker, who played piano
while Short sang.

Senior Matthew Peney,
17, took to the podium as the
guest speaker for the event,
offering words of gratitude for
veterans.

“Today, we have come
together as a community to
honor, commemorate and thank
all of our U.S. Armed Forces
veterans,” said Peney. “Those

men and women who have
served our nation in a variety
of ways over a span of time

that is longer than many here
today have been alive, and
within or outside the borders of
our nation, all with the purpose
of ensuring our safety here at
home — to those veterans here
today, and also to those who
have passed before us, I first

who did not return home.
Following the playing of
“Taps” by a student of the band,
the Civil Air Patrol retired the
colors and both band and chorus
programs performed “Stars and
Stripes Forever” together.
Prior to the ceremony,

Union County High School
Principal John Hill, Director
of School Nutrition Courtney
Waller and staff treated veterans
to a breakfast in the high school
cafeteria, and donations for the
food came from Blue Ridge
Mountain EMC.

want to personally express my
gratitude. Your actions serve
as testimony to your courage,
strength and valor.”

Peney pointed out the
living history represented in
each and every veteran in
attendance that Tuesday, and
the importance of learning from
and paying attention to what
history has to teach the younger
generations of today.

“We have to remember
that history serves as a great
lesson in and of itself,” said
Peney. “That lesson is that we
should never take our past and
those who fought to make our
nation a land of opportunity for
granted. Instead, we must always
learn from our past and honor
those who have dedicated their
lives to preserving our nation’s
freedoms and opportunities.”

Byers returned to the
podium to speak words in
recognition of the fallen men
and women who could not be
with those gathered for the
ceremony that day, and the
North Georgia Honor Guard
fired a volley in honor of those

Students showed their appreciation for sacrlﬁces made by Veterans

Byron Herbert Reece Center Christmas Open House

BYRON HERBERT REECE
FARM AND HERITAGE CENTER

The fourth annual
Christmas Open House will
be held at the Reece Farm
and Heritage Center on Sat-

urday, November
28th from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and on

Sunday, Novem-

ber 29th from 1 to

5 p.m.
Please

note the follow-
ing features: Free
admission to the
Appalachian farm
and Reece literary

exhibits on these days; light
refreshments, including hot
beverages and homemade
biscuits with ham; Christmas

music in the pavilion, provid-
ed by Jackie Elsner, singer of
ballads, Jerry Taylor, organist,
and Joel Kay, music therapist;
photo opportunities for chil-
dren and families in Santa’s
sleigh; seasonal decorations,
including a Christmas tree
adorned with ornaments that
belonged to the Reece family;
signings by local and regional
authors; drawings for door
prizes provided by our Gift
Shop consignors; and early
shopping opportunities for
choice Christmas gifts in our
well-stocked Gift Shop col-

lection.

This two-day event
represents the final open days
of the Reece Farm and Heri-
tage Center for this year. We
extend a cordial welcome to
our friends who live nearby
or who come from distant
places. Call the Center at
706-745-2034 for further in-
formation.

The Reece Center is lo-
cated 9 miles south of Blairs-
ville and one mile north of
Vogel State Park on Highway
129.
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Wine List: Earl’s Reserve, RoDawg Red, Homemade Sin, They Lord,
Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon, Just Loaferin’, and Sharptop Seyval

onlru

Excellence in Organic Hair Care

706-781-3015 * 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
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Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord
Valorie Carter » Sasha Watson

Directions from Blairsville:
515 West to Nottely Dam Road,
North to Odom Road, West to Winery
at the end of Odom Road #637

Wednesday - Saturday 11 a.m. til 6 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. til 5 p.m.

706-745-3094

odomspringsvineyards.com

(VS ENETVINSEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f
Mon- Fr1 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm * Closed Sun
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Call us today (877) 633-8186
TheMountainLifeTeam.com
KELLERWILLIAMS.
REALTY PARTNERS

Now
serving
~, Beer!

Trackrock Stables

TIME TO SIGN THE KIDS UP

Io% ﬂl" & Buffet :

with coupon, limit 1 per check, excludes alcohol
L———————————————J

BurreT Hours: THuURS - SaT 11a-9p, Sun 11a-8p

51 Earnest Street, Blairsville, GA
706-745-0837

FOR HORSE CAMP CHECK
TRACKROCK.COM FOR DATES

TRAIL RIDES, LESSONS, BOARDING
$5 LOCAL DISCOUNT

For reservations call 706-745-5252

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

-~ Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

WAZOO! QUILTING

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706440042988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResigential

PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville area!
Contact Joe Collins
706-835-8769
or 706-745-6343

ORTGAGE

FINANCIAL GROUP, INC

If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
253 E. Hwy 515 Suite D * Blairsville, Ga 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * Hiawassee, GA
411D HicHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRsvILLE, GA
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Installing

All
FREE .
ESTIMATES Materials

Furnished

ICH
DRYWALL

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

Insulation
Hanging
Sheetrock

Finishing
Texturing

706-745-5307

Fssence
of
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706994-1497

44 Chevy Drive, &uite G

Blairsville, CA 30512
ST

Hwy. 515, Next to Ware Chevy

FAIR TRADE * NATURAL * ORGANIC
MADE IN AMERICA * GIFTS THAT INSPIRE!
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UPHOLSTERY REPAIRS BY
IO~ LLLE

Seams Sew SimpLe UIPHOLSTERY
seamssewsimplega@gmail.com
Furniture Boats and More

235 Old Farm View
Blairsville, Ga 30512

239-963-7166
Joseph Janicki



