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kids go to post academics that
don’t need remediation.

“Basically, are we real-
ly preparing our kids for col-
lege and career,” Dr. Williams
said. “All of that is calculated
for CCRPI, especially for the
high school.”

The criteria are differ-
ent for each level, elemen-
tary, middle school and high
school, Dr. Williams said.

“For us, being the third
year, we’ve had gains in our
high school each year,” he
said. “When you look at all
of the high schools in North-

east Georgia in the 13-county
Pioneer RESA, you basically
have one per county, plus six
in Hall County.

“Out of the 19 high
schools, Union County High
School had the No. 1 ranking
in Pioneer RESA,” Dr. Wil-
liams said. “The score was
an 84, and that was up from
2012, which was 79.5. Our
high school, being the No. 1
high school in Pioneer RESA
is a tremendous success.

“That’s thanks to the
students, and the parents,” he
said. “What’s nice is that our

students and our parents are
demanding more than they
demanded before. We want to
make sure our kids have the
experiences that they need.
We want to make sure our
kids are performing at a level
they should be performing.
Ultimately, if they’re doing
well in school, they are going
to stay out of trouble in other
areas.

“It’s important that we
are keeping them engaged day
in, day out,” he said.

Union County Schools
had the highest average score

out of all the systems in Pio-
neer RESA, Dr. Williams
said.

“We had a score of
88.2,” he said. “We expect that
score to go up slightly; we had
one issue that we reported to
the state where we felt some
data was misreported.”

Overall, Dr. Williams
said that the final outcome for
CCRPI is a testament to the
hard work of everyone in the
school system.

“We’re 16.2 above the
state average,” Dr. Williams
said. “That’s truly amazing.”
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initiative to help give at risk
students a reason to stay in
school through public-private
partnerships.

In Georgia, one in three
high school students will not
graduate—often due to fac-
tors outside of their control,
such as poverty or inadequate
housing.

Approximately 1.3 mil-
lion Georgians over the age of
18 don’t have high school di-

plomas and are not adequately
prepared for the workplace.
Bringing together public and
private partnerships, men-
tors and positive workplaces,
Great Promise Partnership is
giving at-risk students a rea-
son to stay in school and suc-
ceed, Union County Schools
Superintendent Gary Steppe
said.

The Union County
BOE also approved $136.426

in change orders for the under
construction Union County
Schools’ Fine Arts Center.
Those funds come from the
Education-SPLOST pro-
ceeds.

The BOE also approved
$89,650 to implement an En-
ergy Management overhaul at
Union County Middle School.
Facilities Director Keith Led-
ford told the board that the
system would pay for itself

in the first year after comple-
tion.

The Board also ap-
proved Bowen & Watson as
construction manager for the
Primary School renovation.

The BOE will meet
again at 6 p.m. Feb. 17 for
its work session, followed by
its monthly meeting at 7 p.m.
The meetings take place at the
Union County Board of Edu-
cation.

Small farm conference at Unicoi State Park, February 26-27

The Chestatee/Chatta-
hoochee RC&D Council’s mission
is to help conserve our natural re-
sources and improve the environ-
ment for all of our citizens here in
Northeast Georgia. Most of these
projects involve helping farmers,
many of whom are small, improve
their land, farms, and economic
wellbeing. There are many gov-
ernment programs that help farm-
ers with information on how to do
things better and provide informa-
tion on new things that they can
try to make their farms produce
more crops which will improve
their economic outlook. The trick
for the farmers is to know where
to look for this help. Below is a
press release on a conference that
will bring many experts in their re-
spective fields to Unicoi State Park
where small farmers (or any farm-
ers) can listen and learn from these
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said.
The Union County

Sheriff’s Office has received
numerous calls from residents
telling law enforcement that
they had received automated
calls from the Internal Rev-
enue Service explaining that
they were going to be sued if
they did not return a call back
to a certain number that was
provided, Sgt. Osborn said.
“The IRS will send you
a certified letter or will be
knocking on your door. They
will not be sending automated
messages to you threatening
to sue you,” Sgt. Osborn said.
“This is just another way of
phishing for your personal in-
formation, and or maybe as we
have seen many times before
preying on the elderly. Please
don’t respond to these calls.”

experts. | will present a session on
the things that Chest/Chatt RC&D
is doing for the farming communi-
ty in Northeast Georgia. The con-
ference is sponsored by the Broad
River and Upper Chattahoochee
River Soil & Water Conservation
Districts.

Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Districts (SWCDs) were creat-
ed in 1937 by the Georgia General
Assembly to protect the state’s soil
and water resources following the
Dust Bowl of the 1930s. Districts
provide a way for citizens to set
local resource priorities for state
and federal assistance programs.
Today, Georgia has 40 SWCDs
encompassing all 159 counties.
Throughout the state, 370 volun-
teer district supervisors meet and
work to conserve, improve and
protect Georgia’s natural resourc-
es. Each county is represented by
at least two district supervisors,
one appointed and one elected.
District supervisors are unpaid
state officials who work hand-
in-hand with the Georgia Soil &
Water Conservation Commission
and the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS).

Georgia Soil and Water
Conservation Commission Re-
gional Representatives provide
professional support to advance
the goals of local soil and water
conservation districts. Regional
offices are located in Rome, Ath-
ens, Milledgeville, Dawson, and
Statesboro. Districts hold regular
monthly meetings to plan their
work and determine local needs
for soil and water conservation and
resource development. SWCDs
work on a local level to promote
statewide conservation goals.

Chest/Chatt is a member
of 5 Soil & Water Conservation
Districts in our 13 county work
area... Towns, Fannin, Rabun, and
Union counties are covered by the
Blue Ridge Soil & Water Conser-
vation District that meets monthly

Executive Director of
RC&D_

in Blairsville and is chaired by our
own Dr. John Kay. The Small Farm
conference is free if you are among
the first 120 to register and the con-
tact information is listed below and
all you have to do is call to register
and get the free tuition.

The Broad River Soil and
Water Conservation District, in
partnership with the Upper Chat-
tahoochee River Soil and Water
Conservation District and USDA’s
Natural Resources Conservation
Service, will be hosting a small
farm conference Feb. 26-27, 2015,
at Unicoi State Park in Helen, GA.
The goal of the conference is to
educate farmers with small-scale
operations on ways to improve
their operations and make them
run more efficiently and profit-
ably. The two-day conference will
feature general sessions that will
cover major agricultural topics, as
well as breakout sessions that will
cover unique topics of interest to
small farming operations. Regis-
tration for the conference is $225
per person. However, through
sponsorship from the Broad River
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict, the first 120 people to reserve
a spot will receive a fully-paid
scholarship for the event. Registra-
tion must be received by Feb. 20,
2015.

For more details, and to
register for the event, contact the
Georgia Soil and Water Conser-
vation Commission Region II of-
fice in Athens at (706) 552-4479

or Frank Riley Executive Direc-
tor Chestatee/Chattahoochee
RC&D Council at frank.ccred@
gmail.com
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Excellence in Organic Hair Care

706-781-3015 » 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel

Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter

For All Your Photography Needs

706-633-3396
307 D Cleveland St. Blairsville, Ga.

FATNSHWEFURNIH

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835:1209 f

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Ll

M(T?}_{Lﬁljtai n Life

Call us today - (877) 633-8186

TheMountainLifeTeam.com
KELLERWILLIAMS
REALTY PARTNERS

12
A5 SafeGlard

o Locks Vaul
706745 LOCK

(5625)

www.safequardlockandvault.com

LOCKSMITH

1063 MurrHY HicHway Surte, 102 BLARSVILLE, GA.

CERTIFIED +» BONDED * INSURED

SAVTA #SR16562 ALOA #27989

Trackrock Stables

VALENTINE SPECIAL
PRIVATE RIDES
FOR COUPLES

Campfire & S’mores!

For details & reservations call 706-745-5252
$5 Local Resident Discount

XpressAuto Repair

Certified Foreign & All Domestic Automotive Services

>>You don't need to take your luxury car to Atlanta anymore!

Mercedes, BMW, Audi, Porsche
Toyota, Honda, Kia, Infinity, Mini
And all Domestics. Re/ L EA) (] F{7 1]
- We Locally Service What Others Can't -

CALL: (706) 835-1481
Mon -Fri. 8am to Spm. (Sat. 10- 4pm)
1538 Old Blue Ridge Hwy.

ALLIED DEVELOPMENTS

{§,, Grading, Land Clearing, 1Zy
Septic Systems, Retaining Walls

Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape

Bringing the Landscape Creativity
of Atlanta to the Mountains!

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431

SEAlS

BLAIRSVILLE

Sears of Blairsville
60 Sears Way
Blairsville, GA 30512
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Locally Owned and Operated

Tel 706-745-6600
Fax 706-745-8537
ds3896@shos.com
Parts/Service 1-800-549-7861

RECOVg
WA 20y
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Your Source for
Tax-advantaged Income

| Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Broké'raéé
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com

19-B Cobalt St. « Blairsville, GA
empireofecigs@hotmail.com

706-994-9959

Ernie
727-243-5330

Kristy
352-228-2600

www.empireofecigs.com

EMPIR E&ic;

AND VAPING

New Year!!
New Owner!!
New Prices!!

SunSations

Tanning Salon
706-745-8267
19 Cobalt Street Suite 3,
Blairsville, Ga 30512
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HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * Hiawassee, GA
294 Hwy. 515 Suite B ¢ BLAIRsVILLE, GA

Charlie’s
Custom =
#~ Leather

Holsters - Knife
Belts - Bible Covers
Repairs & much more

Hand Made To Orderx
770.533.0300

Blairsville Ga.




