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forest or farm animals unless
a special use permit has been
acquired.

Licensed fireworks
distributors operating sales
facilities must pay for
occupational tax licenses, and
temporary fireworks stands
after Jan. 1, 2016, will be
required by the county to
obtain temporary licenses,
only issued to licensed
distributors, which must be
approved by the building
department, the Union County
Fire Department, the Union
County Sheriff’s Office and
the property owner.

Also in the new
ordinance, proceeds from
temporary stands must
benefit a non-profit group,
and the group’s members must
participate at the stand.

The new ordinance will
be strictly enforced, with fines
and penalties being applied in
instances where the ordinance
has been violated.

When requesting
a special use permit,
Commissioner Paris said,
Union County residents can
contact county government.

Commissioner Paris
re-emphasized that the new
ordinance is for the overall
safety of county residents, for
their homes and animals, as

well as to protect the forested
areas of Union County.

In other business,
Chantel Patterson, program
director for MedMark
Treatment Centers Blairsville,
spoke on substance abuse and
mental disorder recovery, after

which Commissioner Paris
proclaimed September 2015
as National Recovery Month
in Union County.
“Substance abuse and
mental disorders are serious but
treatable illnesses that impact
Union County residents, with
an estimated 5,750 people
in recovery and more than
23 million people across the
nation,” said Commissioner

Marijuana. ...

Unlon County Sherlff Mack Mason and SSgt. Shawn Dyer

The plants would have
been valued at $1,500 each if
they were fully mature. The
plants confiscated were about
amonth away from being fully
mature, Sheriff Mason said.

Patterson and Barnes
both were charged with
manufacturing marijuana. Both
were being held in the Union
County Jail at press time.
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bacterial contamination, and
we go after grants to help
people fix leaking and failing
septic systems, to help provide
fencing and alternative water
for cattle,” said Moore. “We
just really go into the area and
try to work with the landowners
and the folks in the community
to correct the problems.

“This is the kind of thing
that we’ve been doing on the
Hiwassee River in Towns
County since 2007. We just
finished a two-year grant where
we replaced nine failing septic
systems that were all inside of
the lake. So, the coalition has a
track record for actually being
able to address the problems,
but we’ve just got to get our
ducks in a row, because grants
are so competitive that we have
to really know what we’re
doing, and know where the real
problem areas are before we go
off asking for money.”

Speaking specifically
to the needs of Union County,
Moore said she and coalition
staff have a plan for affected
waterways.

“Over the coming year,
we’re going to focus on the
Butternut Creek watershed,
and try to get a watershed plan
for it, and try to get a grant in
to go ahead and get started with
that,” said Moore. “And then,
do more monitoring in Nottely
with the hope of maybe in the
future year expanding that

watershed plan to include the
Upper Nottely River.”

There is no evidence
that lakes have been affected
by bacterial contamination, as
Moore stated explicitly that
the lakes, including Nottely
and Chatuge, were perfectly
safe for swimming. There is,
however, a need for volunteers
to help with sampling efforts
in order to greater address the
issue of bacteria in impacted
streams.

“The system that we
have through Georgia Adopt-
A-Stream, and the equipment
that we have stationed right
there in Union County that
Union County helped pay
for, allows for anybody that
wants to come to a workshop
and get trained to go out and
monitor bacterial conditions in
their streams,” said Moore. “If
people live on Ivy Log Creek,
for example, that’s one that we
don’t have anybody monitoring
on. So, they could come to
a workshop, get trained, get
in our program, and monitor
their stream at their house
and know what the bacterial
concentration is there.”

Moore pointed out
that the local governments
of the two Georgia counties
monitored by the HRWC have
been proactive over the years,
aiding the coalition’s mission
for clean water in the North
Georgia area.

“The City of Hiawassee,
the City of Young Harris,
Towns County, Union County
— we have good support from
our local government leaders,
and I think that’s another very
important message, because
we don’t have that on the North
Carolina side of the line right
now,” said Moore.

“I just want people in
North Georgia to understand
that their leaders are supportive,
and they’re helping fund these
monitoring programs, and
they’re open to whatever
level of support that they can
provide within reason for these
projects,” Moore added.

Anyone interested in
learning how to take samples
should contact Moore at the
HRWC, as every volunteer
helps the cause.

“It’s super important
and getting more critical every
year,” said Moore. “As you
can see from other parts of
Georgia, there’s already a lot
of controversy over having
enough and having enough
clean water, and we’re
fortunate here that right now
we do have enough, and we do
have enough clean water. The
coalition’s mission is to help
keep it that way.”

“The real message is
that it’s just great that we now
have the capacity to be able to
identify these problems and
hopefully get some solutions
on the ground before we have
major widespread water quality
problems,” Moore added.

Paris. “Preventing and
overcoming mental and/or
substance abuse disorders is
essential to achieving healthy
lifestyles, both physically and
emotionally.

“I invite all Union
County residents to encourage
relatives and friends of people
with mental and/or substance

preventative measures,
recognizes the signs of a
problem and guide those in
need to appropriate treatment
and recovery support
services.”

Also in the meeting,
Commissioner Paris
announced that Keep Union
County Beautiful and the

Management Authority
were working together with
Document Destruction
Services and Atlanta Recycling
Solutions to provide free
documentation destruction
and electronic recycling for
Union County residents.

The event will take place
at North Georgia Technical

use disorders to implement

North Georgia Resource

College on Saturday, Oct. 3.
from 10 a.m. to noon.
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Wine List: Earl’s Reserve, RoDawg Red, Homemade Sin, They Lord,
Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon, Just Loaferin’, and Sharptop Seyval

Excellence in Organic Hair Care

706-781-3015 * 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

¢

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord
Valorie Carter » Sasha Watson

Directions from Blairsville:
515 West to Nottely Dam Road,
North to Odom Road, West to Winery
at the end of Odom Road #637

Wednesday - Saturday 11 a.m. til 6 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. til 5 p.m.

706-745-3094

odomspringsvineyards.com
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

] 706-835-1209 f
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Ll
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MObtintain Life
T E A M

Call us today - (877) 633-8186

TheMountainLifeTeam.com
KELLERWILLIAMS.
REALTY PARTNERS

All Menu Items & Bulfet

with coupon, limit I per check, excludes alcohol I
Burrer Hours: THURS - SAT 11A-9p, Sun 11A-8p

51 Earnest Street, Blairsville, GA
706-745-0837

Trackrock Stables

TIME TO SIGN THE KIDS UP
FOR HORSE CAMP CHECK
TRACKROCK.COM FOR DATES

TRAIL RIDES, LESSONS, BOARDING
$5 LOCAL DISCOUNT

For reservations call 706-745-5252

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

: f‘i Flip Varney
5]

Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

WAZOO! QUILTING

A || Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around

N

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706440042988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResigential

SOON!

Rental Center:
1733 Marshy Huy

L WATERSDORTS

00N BOATS - JET SKTS - KAYAKS & MORE!

SALES - SERVICE - RENTALS - PARTS & ACCESSORIES Sales & Service:
(706) 835-1222

25 UNION COUNTY RESIDENTS RECEIVE 10% OFF WEEKDAY RENTALS WITH Teis aoor  F

NORTHGEORGCIAWATERSPORTS, CO

LEASING BOAT

2132 Murphy Fuy

ORTGAGE

FINANCIAL GROUP, INC

If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
253 E. Hwy 515 Suite D * Blairsville, Ga 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * Hiawassee, GA
411D HicHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRsvILLE, GA

MN\___ N\

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

D7
E)luc Rlc{gc ﬁ':untlngScrv:ccs ue
Paint & Staining Specialist

Complete Pressure Washing Services
25 Years Experience!
Reserve now for Fall & Winter Interior Painting
Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties
Licensed & Insured

706-970-1409
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Family is
why we
do it all.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.”

o StateFarm-

Jeff Davis, State Farm Agent
211 Cleveland Street, Suite B
Blairsville, GA 30512
706 835 2886
706 835 AUTO

We’re banking on
OUR

SSQUTHERN

706-754-0001 * Clarkesville
706-745-5588 * Blairsville

FDIC www.sbandt.com




