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to meet.”

The overarching chal-
lenge this year, which will
require teamwork from ev-
ery quarter of Union County
Schools, will be to get 100 per-
cent of the student population
reading, writing and commu-
nicating on the level at which
they need to be.

“In order to do that,
we’ve asked teachers to get
extra support for those kids,
get them the kind of things
they need,” said Steppe. “If it’s
one-on-one support, we’ll try
to help them with one-on-one
support — whatever it takes to
help us, because kids are all
different.

“I learned a long time
ago that kids can all learn, but
they don’t all learn at the same
rate. It takes some kids longer
and with more support than it
does others. Our job is to add
the support and get them what
they need to be successful.”

This is a goal with
which administrators in all of
the Union County Schools feel
right at home.

“We’re going to have
scaffold reading from K-8,”
said Woody Gap Principal
Sheila Collins. “What that
entails is, if you’re a student
on one level and you’re pro-
gressing, since the school is
so small, I can go to someone
else’s room, so they can pro-
ceed all through nine levels of
reading quickly.”

New to Woody Gap
School this year are Co-Princi-
pal Carol Knight, who will be a
math teacher at the school, and
science teacher and basket-
ball/tennis coach Robby Hill,
who is working with Principal
Collins on developing STEM

classes.

Also joining the teach-
ing roster is Lisa Sweet for
high school English, and she
will be starting journalism
and college awareness classes.
Both Knight and Sweet are
alumnae of Woody Gap.

Union County Primary
School will be starting a lit-
eracy initiative this year called
Striving Reader, according to
Principal Millie Owenby.

“We have a new literacy
program that we have put into
place where students will be
getting three 45-minute times
of intensive reading instruc-
tion,” said Principal Owenby.
“We want our students to leave
our building reading fluently,
so that would be leaving sec-
ond grade and going up to
elementary school with that
skill.”

The primary school has
been undergoing a few con-
struction projects this summer,
including a 10-classroom addi-
tion that should be completed
by Jan. 1, 2016, and has also
added two new pre-K class-
rooms to the building.

“We are also participat-
ing in the Striving Reader pro-
gram, with the three 45-minute
reading blocks,” said Union
County Elementary School
Principal Trish Cook. “Also
new for the primary and el-
ementary schools this year is
we have an assistant principal
(Debra Collins) who will focus
on curriculum and instruction,
pre-K through fifth grade, to
try to maintain some continu-
ity and keep us all on the same
page, so to speak, so that our
instruction flows.”

Due to Collins’ new du-
ties this upcoming year, which

will include directing the Striv-
ing Reader program, a new as-
sistant principal is coming on
board at the elementary school
— Lisa Vaughn from Gwinnett
County, who has experience
with the gifted program.

Union County Middle
School is also adding a new
assistant  principal, Shane
Womack, and Principal Gwen
Stafford said that the school
will be continuing its acceler-
ated program.

“We have added Span-
ish T for eighth-graders, and
we’ll be also adding agricul-
ture full time at the middle
school, as well as theater,” said
Principal Stafford, reporting
that students are excited about
Spanish. “We actually have 30
kids signed up for it already, so
it’s a full class. They’ll take it
all year and be able to receive
high school credit for it.”

Physical science, ninth-
grade literature, world history
and algebra are other subjects
for which students can earn
high school credit while in
middle school, allowing for a
greater ability to take on jobs
or dual enrollment later on in
high school.

STEM is also on the
docket for the middle school
as well as the high school this
year, as the school system
makes the core areas — Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics — a greater
emphasis for students.

And aside from new
and revamped band, chorus
and drama programs this year
at the high school, thanks to
the SPLOST-funded Union
County Schools Fine Arts
Center that will be open the
same time students return this

week, Union County High is
welcoming some new staff
members, including part-time
Assistant  Principal Tiffany
Winkler, who will also be part-
time assistant special educa-
tion director.

“Gerald Bavero will be
student services administrator,
grades six through 12, and that
will really help a lot of our at-
risk population, our students
that need a little extra help,”
said High School Principal
John Hill. “He’s a student ad-
vocate, and that will help us
move the needle with the kids
that need the most support
— we're really excited about
that.”

Things are already on the
right track at the high school,
as Principal Hill said that more
than 140 students decided to
take accelerated classes this
summer in order to earn credits
heading into ninth grade.

Pat Donaldson, adminis-
trator for the Towns-Union Al-
ternative Education Program
for grades six through 12, a
collaborative effort between
Towns and Union counties
housed within Union County
Schools, is ready for the new
school year, which as usual
will see students participating
in team-building exercises and
working with mentors from
Young Harris College.

“We try to set the stu-
dents up for success while
they’re with us so that we can
transition them back into the
normal school classroom —
that’s our goal,” said Donald-
son.

Open House for all
Union County Schools is
Thursday, Aug. 6, from 3 p.m.
to 6 p.m., with the very next
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to get permission from the
people that owned the char-
acters of Sergeant Preston
of the Yukon to use in the
song.”

Stevens moved on to
another song that he wrote
and recorded soon after in
1961, a song that he called
a small hit — something the
audience surely disagreed
with by its reaction to Ste-
vens’ performance energy —
Jeremiah Peabody's Polyun-
saturated Quick-Dissolving
Fast-Acting Pleasant-Tast-
ing Green and Purple Pills.

“I figure we went to 35
on the national chart,” said
Stevens. “And boy, I was
walking in tall cotton. But in
1962, I wrote and recorded
the song that became my
very first big hit record. It’s
sort of politically incorrect
these days — I don’t know
why — but I want to sing it
for you.”

Ahab the Arab brought
back memories for many in

the audience, and Stevens
spoke on tales of American
tanks blasting the tune dur-
ing Operation Desert Storm
in the early 1990s.

All told, the 76-year-
old Stevens hit every note
that Saturday, had every
fan laughing with joke af-

ter Joke and kept the high-
energy performance going
straight through his best
known songs of yesteryears
and today — Guitarzan, The
Streak, Taylor Swift Is Stalk-
in” Me, It’s Me Again Mar-
garet, many more and a cre-
ative encore, featuring the

Top 5 encores of all time.

After the show, the
more than 2,000 in atten-
dance emptied out with
smiles on their faces and
plenty to look back on fond-
ly from the evening.

“We had a good time,”
said Mike and Cathy Smith
of Ellijay. “It was fun to hear
all the old things that we
grew up on. We don’t have
a favorite where he’s con-
cerned, but he covered most
of it.”

And Marie Fremin of
Canton got to hear her favor-
ite song — The Mississippi
Squirrel Revival — certainly
a crowd favorite, as most
songs seemed, judging by
how many people sang along
to the words.

“You’ve been a won-
derful audience,” said Ste-
vens in closing out the show,
expressing a sentiment that
was surely reciprocated by
his fans that night. “God
bless you. Thank you.”

day bringing in students by the
busloads.

For the past 38 years,
Transportation Supervisor
Stanley Garrett has had the
monumental task of making
sure all bus-riding schoolchil-
dren get to school and home
safely — a task he handles with
care, consideration and much
experience.

“The first morning is

pretty smooth,” said Garrett of
the first day of school. “By the
evening, we have a little bit of
hustle and bustle, making sure
everybody’s on the right bus
and going in the right direc-
tion. Some of the new kids in
kindergarten and Pre-K, they
have no clue where they’re go-
ing home to, and so we’ve got
people to help out with that.”
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MObtintain Life
T E A M

706-781-3015 * 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel

Lindsey Gaylord * Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter * Sasha Watson

Wine List: Earl’s Reserve, RoDawg Red, Homemade Sin, They Lord,
Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon, Just Loaferin’, and Sharptop Seyval

Wednesday - Saturday 11 a.m. til 6 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. til 5 p.m.

706-745-3094

odomspringsvineyards.com

Directions from Blairsville:
515 West to Nottely Dam Road,
North to Odom Road, West to Winery
at the end of Odom Road #637

Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209 f

Call us today - (877) 633-8186

TheMountainLifeTeam.com
KELLERWILLIAMS.
REALTY PARTNERS

Trackrock Stables

TIME TO SIGN THE KIDS UP
FOR HORSE CAMP CHECK
TRACKROCK.COM FOR DATES

TRAIL RIDES, LESSONS, BOARDING
$5 LOCAL DISCOUNT

For reservations call 706-745-5252

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

WAZOO! QUILTING

A || Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

DIVISION INC.

706440042988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

CommercialgResidential

’ FINANCIAL GROUP, INC
If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
566 Murphy Rd, Suite 102 « Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

What's important to you?
Let's talk.

¥ ] Flip Varney
; Financial Advisor
_| 178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Broker;Qé
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com
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; UNION COUNTY RESIDENTS RECEIVE 10% OFF WEEKDAY RENTALS WITH THIS ADD! f
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HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * HIAwAssee, GA
411D HigHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRsVILLE, GA

All
Materials
Furnished

ICH
DRYWALL

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

FREE Installing

Insulation
Hanging

Sheetrock
Finishing

Texturing

706-745-5307

We’re banking on
OUR

SSQUTHERN

706-754-0001 * Clarkesville
706-745-5588 * Blairsville

FDIC www.sbandt.com




