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Green Bean from Page 1A

kazoo band. The crowds were
amazing and everybody had
fun. There were lots of bal-
loons given away, we had lots
of kids enjoying themselves.
We’re trying to make this a
family affair because little
kids aren’t really all that in-
terested in corn and beans, but
they had a blast today.”

The Green Bean Festi-

“It is our biggest local
affair,” Leone said. “There
will be free tomato sandwich-
es starting at 10:30 a.m. in the
canning plant and we'll have
Logan Turnpike Mill there,
who donates the bread every
year.”

In related news, in order
to meet increased demand dur-
ing the month of August, the

Union County Canning Plant
will be opening three days a
week, on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday. The first
day that the cannery will be
open in August is Tuesday,
Aug. 4th and the final day will
be Thursday, Aug. 27th. The
cannery’s hours of 6 am. to
noon will remain the same.

val has always been known for
bringing in a crowd, but this
year, not only did they fill the
Farmers Market, they cleaned
out most of the vendors.

“I've been very
pleased,” said Union County
Farmers Market Manager
Mickey Cummings. “We had
a great turnout and a really
good crowd. A lot of our ven-
dors were selling out which is
good. In times past, we had a
lot of people come but they
didn’t buy much. But I've
been talking with the vendors
and this year is a different sto-
ry. Most of the time it doesn’t
start getting busy until around
9:30 but this morning at 8:15,
people were already having to
park in the lower parking lot.”

The Green Bean Pizza
Eating Contest wrapped up
around 12:30 p.m. with Blairs-
ville’s Jason Anheier surviving
the contest and walking away
with his arm raised in victory
following his first Green Bean
Festival.

It all came down to a
battle of wills at the end,” said
Anheier, the owner of Infinity
Window Washing Inc. “I saw

it in the paper and wanted to
do it last year, so my son (fel-
low competitor Rob Avary)
and I decided to have a little
fun and try something new.”

The Quilt Show win-
ners were: Martha Batchelor
in the Nature Category. Susan
Smith-Tate (Art), Sandy Mar-
letter (My First Quilt), Ruth
Murrell (Hand Sewn), Eleanor
Smith (Traditional) and Mor-
gan Peney (Youth).

The Canning Con-
test winners were: Diedrick
Brown in the Green Beans cat-
egory; Eleanor Smith (Relish);
Dot Patterson (Chow-Chow,
Pickles, and Pickled Beans);
Charles Totherow (Pickled
Vegetables); Barbara Burch
(Tomatoes); Bud Puett (Fruit);
Heather Marshall (Meat); Lin-
da Weatherwax (Chili); Hal
Crisp (Soup and Jelly).

The Tall Tale Storytell-

ing contest winners were Judy
Davis and Ron Aylor. Local
storywriters Pat Aube Gray
and Bette Sherman judged the
contest.

Next weekend, the
Farmers Market will be hold-
ing its Customer Appreciation
Day that will be highlighted
by free tomato sandwiches.
The sandwiches will be avail-
able at 10:30 a.m. in the can-
ning plant.
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a search warrant. He went
back to the residence and an-
nounced that he had a search
warrant and someone came to
the door.

“Meredith Purvis, John
David Purvis’ wife, came to
the door,” Osborn said. “Mer-
edith told the officers that her
husband was there and hiding
in an air conditioning duct. He
was arrested and most of the

property was recovered and
returned to the owner.”

SSgt. Osborn said the
success of solving the bur-
glary was a joint venture be-
tween Uniform Patrol, inves-
tigators and the public.

“A neighbor was ob-
serving the vehicle that John
David Purvis was driving,”
Osborn said. “That neighbor
actually took pictures of the

vehicle John David Purvis
was driving. We went from
there.”

Items taken during the
burglary included birdbaths,
walking sticks, bird houses,
wooden figurines, a fountain,
replica antique signs, NA-
SCAR memorabilia, and bird
cages, Deputy Dyer said.

“The owners were hap-
py to get their merchandise

back,” Deputy Dyer said. “An
observant neighbor helped
solve this case. We’re thank-
ful to the public for their as-
sistance in this case. The path
to John David Purvis started
with the help of the general
public.”

“It was a really quick
turnaround on a burglary
case,” Sheriff Mason said.
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going,” said Altman. “And
we like the Country Music
shows.”

The craftspeople in-
cluded leatherworkers, wood-
workers, soap and candle
makers, a hammock maker,
and knife makers.

Altman and Norris were
visiting a leatherworker, Billy
Collete of Bill Creek Leather.
Collette makes and sells belts,
wallets, wristbands, and hats.
He’s been leatherworking
since 1976, but this is his first
time selling at the Georgia
Mountain Fair.

“I just picked it up as a
hobby,” he said. “Self taught.
It’s relaxing, working on it,
the creativity. The durabil-
ity. When somebody does

buy something they get their
money’s worth. They buy
something that’s not going to
tear up in two days. Made in
the USA, not made in China.
Things of that nature.”

“You learn every day,”
he explained. “You learn
something new every day. It’s
really, it’s hard to say because
next week I'll have something
different because I'll have
learned something different.
It’s just something constantly
different every day. Different
combinations, different tech-
niques, different mixes of the
dyes. It’s always something
different.”

He explained that he
makes everything in the shop
himself, including the dyes.

“You can’t get it over
the counter,” he said. “Ev-
erything we have, we make
it ourselves. Any of our stuff,
we don’t buy any of it. All I do
is I buy the leather and make
everything from scratch.”

Another craftsman who
makes his entire product from
scratch is Mike Wilson of
Wilson’s Custom Knives. For
the past 31 years, Wilson has
made high-end knives out of
bone, local wood, and steel
with high carbon content.

“I acquired some equip-
ment and just got started and
finally figured out pretty much
on my own how to make one
by reading a lot of books and
visiting a couple of knife mak-
ers that were still around,” he

said. “You’ve got to learn how
to grind the blade, you throw
away a lot of steel just learn-
ing how. So it’s pretty hard to
master it, but once you master
it, you pretty well know what
to do.”

Wilson makes knives in
batches of 10-15 at one time.
He had plenty to display, from
tiny paring knives to enor-
mous handcrafted hunting
knives.

“I stayed with it for sev-
eral years part time, then the
demand got so much that I
went full time,” he explained.
“Now it’s sort of a way of life.
But now I'm kind of looking
forward to my second retire-
ment.”
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Wine List: Earl’s Reserve, RoDawg Red, Homemade Sin, They Lord,
Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon, Just Loaferin’, and Sharptop Seyval
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Excellence in Organic Hair Care

706-781-3015 * 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

¢

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel
Lindsey Gaylord * Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter * Sasha Watson

Directions from Blairsville:
515 West to Nottely Dam Road,
North to Odom Road, West to Winery
at the end of Odom Road #637

Wednesday - Saturday 11 a.m. til 6 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. til 5 p.m.

706-745-3094

odomspringsvineyards.com
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f
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Mour&_taln Life
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Call us today (877) 633-8186
TheMountainLifeTeam.com
KELLERWILLIAMS.
REALTY PARTNERS

Trackrock Stables

TIME TO SIGN THE KIDS UP
FOR HORSE CAMP CHECK
TRACKROCK.COM FOR DATES

TRAIL RIDES, LESSONS, BOARDING
$5 LOCAL DISCOUNT

For reservations call 706-745-5252

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

WAZOO! QUILTING

A || Longarm Quilting
h ‘ Commission Quilts
‘ Quilt Restoration
AV
Located in Blairsville, GA

Quick Turn Around
706-781-1423

DIVISION INC.

) 706040042988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

allResigentiall

ORTGAGE

FINANCIAL GROUP, INC

If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
566 Murphy Rd, Suite 102 « Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) «
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

706-897-2406 (Cell)

Worried you'll outlive your
retirement savings?

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Broker;Qé
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com

/,/
~|WATERSPOATS
PONTOON BOATS - JET SKTS - KAYAKS & MORE!

SALES - SERVICE - RENTALS - PARTS & ACCESSORIES 5
(706) 835-1222

£5  UNION COUNTY RESIDENTS RECEIVE 10% OFF WEEKDAY RENTALS WiTH THIS aoo!  F

NORTHGEORCIAWATERSPORTS CCO
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HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * HIAwAssee, GA
411D HigHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRsVILLE, GA

All
Materials
Furnished

ICH
DRYWALL

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

FREE Installing

Insulation
Hanging

Sheetrock
Finishing

Texturing

706-745-5307

We’re banking on
OUR

SSQUTHERN

706-754-0001 * Clarkesville
706-745-5588 * Blairsville

FDIC www.sbandt.com




