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of false imprisonment to be
served concurrently.

Because of his ad-
vanced age, Frank Miller was
sentenced to life with parole
because a state inmate must
serve 30 years of a sentence
before being considered for
parole.

Frank Miller was con-
victed of murdering his 59-
year-old daughter Colleen
Grant.

Frank Miller was con-
victed of malice murder, felo-
ny murder, aggravated assault
in violation of Georgia's Fam-
ily Violence Act, aggravated
assault, and two counts false
imprisonment, court records
show.

Frank Miller was taken
into custody about 5:30 a.m.
on Sept. 1, 2013 following
a standoff with authorities,
Union County Sheriff Mason
said.

The events that led to
Grant’s murder began about
1:23 a.m., Sept. 1, 2013 as
Union County E-911 received
a call from Colleen Grant
regarding a domestic crisis
involving her father, Frank
Miller, Sheriff Mason said.

While on the line, dis-

patchers heard Frank Miller
shout out that “everybody's
going to hell tonight.” The
next thing they heard were
gunshots, Sheriff Mason said.

Some of those shots
struck and killed Grant, Frank
Miller’s daughter. At least one
gunshot struck Frank Miller’s
19-year-old  great-grandson
Sawyer Dockery in the right
leg, Sheriff Mason said.

The call and subsequent
shooting began an intense
five-hour standoff between
Union County law enforce-
ment and Frank Miller.

“We talked with him,
and he opened the door three
times and invited us in,” Sher-
iff Mason said. “We had been
to that residence about a week
ago regarding a suspected bur-
glary attempt. We knew that
Mr. Miller was a retired Flor-
ida police officer; we knew
he was heavily armed and we
didn’t know if he was inviting
us in to shoot us or what. We
didn't accept his invitation for
obvious reasons.”

During the course of the
investigation, which included
five Georgia Bureau of In-
vestigation agents, detectives
found about 40 fully loaded

weapons, Union  County
sheriff’s SSgt. Daren Osborn
said.

“He was loaded for
bear,” Staff Sgt. Osborn said.

Dockery was able to
escape the home prior to the
standoff with law enforce-
ment, Sheriff Mason said.

“It’s our understanding
that the victim and the great-
grandson came home and Mr.
Miller was intoxicated,” Sher-
iff Mason said. “As for the
motive for the shooting, it’s
our belief that the victim hid
Mr. Miller’s liquor and that
upset him.”

Sheriff Mason said that
the best friend law enforce-
ment had during the intense
standoff was cover of dark-
ness.

“If it had been daylight,
there was a greater risk. We
knew we had to end the ordeal
before daylight, for fear of
him shooting at us from inside
the home,” the sheriff said. “It
was dark, and he didn’t have
any idea how many law en-
forcement officers were out
there. We knew we had to do
something before daylight.”

Sheriff Dane Kirby vol-
unteered Sheriff Mason mutu-

al aid from the Fannin County
Sheriff's Office. Sheriff Kirby
sent his SWAT team to Union
County to assist Sheriff Ma-
son and his deputies.

About daybreak, Frank
Miller was spotted inside his
home standing near a kitchen
counter. Fannin's SWAT team
broke down a door, rushed

ligence on the layout of the
house, and he assured us that
nothing could be done to help
his grandmother,” Sheriff Ma-
son said. “He was an eyewit-
ness to the shooting.”
“Giving Mr. Miller time
to think, and not pushing the
issue, probably weighed in
our favor in a very intense sit-

uation,” Sheriff Mason said.

Frank Miller awaits
transport to the Georgia Di-
agnostic and Classification
Prison near Jackson. The
prison serves as a central hub
where sentenced felons begin
the process of being admitted
into the Georgia State Correc-
tional System.

Frank Miller and took him
down with a Taser, Sheriff
Mason said.

“That ended the ordeal,”
the sheriff said.

As deputies and Sher-
iff Mason entered the home,
they found Grant dead, with
six shell casings lying close to
her lifeless body, Sheriff Ma-
son said.

“The casings looked
like they were from a .357
Magnum, I didn’t pick them
up to see for obvious rea-
sons. We also found a speed
loader,” the sheriff said. “He
had an AK-47, a SKS assault
rifle, several high caliber hand
guns. He was heavily armed
and we suspected that.”

Sheriff Mason praised
Dockery, who approached
sheriff’s deputies as they first
arrived at the scene.

“He gave us the intel-
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Georgia 325 in Union Coun-
ty.

Vestal confessed to
Union County Sheriff’s De-
tective Tom Mangifesta that
he murdered his mother, 60-
year-old Marilyn Laughlin,
and her 52-year-old live-in
boyfriend Tony Poat, Union
County Sheriff Mack Mason
said.

Vestal and Poat had
a confrontation on Satur-
day, March 14, Detective
Mangifesta said Vestal con-
firmed.

Dayton, Tenn. police
confronted Vestal after he
told medical workers at Rhea
Medical Center that he wanted
to kill himself, authorities in
Tennessee and Georgia said.

Vestal returned to his
vehicle after telling Rhea
Medical Center staff that he
wanted to kill himself.

Hospital officials called
Dayton police who found Ves-
tal in a Nissan Xterra outside
the hospital. Inside his vehicle
was a loaded AR-15 rifle, with
a second, fully loaded clip.

Vestal was arrested on a
charge of disorderly conduct.
En route to jail, Vestal began
to have convulsions. He ap-
parently had taken two bottles
of sleep aid pills.

Vestal was returned to
Rhea Medical Center, and
then airlifted to Erlanger Hos-
pital in Chattanooga, Tenn.,
authorities say.

The vehicle Vestal was

driving was registered to
Marilyn Laughlin, of Georgia
325, in Blairsville.

Unaware of a double
homicide at that address,
Dayton police contacted the
Union County Sheriff's Office
and asked them to tell Laugh-
lin that her son was in inten-
sive care in the Chattanooga
hospital, Union County Sher-
iffs Detective Sgt. Andrew
Hammond said.

Sgt. Hammond said that
Union County sheriff's depu-
ties arrived at the home that
Laughlin shared with Poat on
Sunday, March 15.

Sgt. Hammond said that
deputies knocked on the door,
but were unable to get anyone
to answer. Deputies returned
on Monday, and the scene was

the same as it was on Sunday.

“Nothing had been
touched, the same lights were
on, and the cars were parked
exactly the way they were on
Sunday,” Sgt. Hammond said.
“We walked around the house,
looking in the windows, and
we saw what we believed to
be a body inside the home.

“We kicked the door
in, went inside the home and
discovered two bodies,” Sgt.
Hammond said. “We went
back outside so as not to dis-
turb the crime scene, and we
secured a search warrant to
search the home.”

Sheriff Mason contact-
ed authorities in Chattanooga
to alert them that Vestal was a
person of interest in a double
homicide in Union County.

Two Union County depu-
ties were dispatched to Erlanger
Hospital to stand guard over
Vestal as he recovered from his
suicide attempt.

As Vestal recovered and
was ready for release, he waived
extradition back to Union Coun-
ty, Sheriff Mason said.

“At that time we se-
cured two arrest warrants for
murder for Cody Lee Vestal,”
Sheriff Mason said.

Once back in Union
County, Vestal was in-
terviewed by  Detective
Mangifesta, and Georgia Bu-
reau of Investigation Special
Agent Ben Black.

During the interview
with Mangifesta and Couch,
Vestal confessed to the double
murder, Sheriff Mason said.
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“After the initial or-
deal, (Randall Cone) told
me essentially that he had
(a 9mm Glock) that he had
taken the magazine out of.
He said he never kept a
round chambered in it.

“He was in the bed-
room with his son and
(Robin’s) daughter, and
Robin — laughing, joking
and having a good time.
He had the gun cocked
kind of sideways, he pulled
the trigger and (the bullet)
struck Robin in the head,”
Sgt. Hammond said. “That

was corroborated by the
other two people that were
in the room.”

The shooting was
ruled a homicide, but not
a murder, Sgt. Hammond
said.

“The shooting was
not intentional,” Sgt. Ham-

mond said. “The elements
involved in involuntary
manslaughter are when

someone takes the life of
another through the com-
mission of an unlawful
act. The unlawful act was
pointing a gun at another,

and obviously it had to be
pointed at her. Having it
pointed at her and pulling
the trigger was reckless
conduct.”

Robin Cone was shot
in the head at close range,
Sgt. Hammond said.

Alcohol had been
consumed by Randall Cone,
but not in large quantities,
Sgt. Hammond said.

Randall Cone is free
on $12,000 bail, Union
County Jail records show.
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Wine List: Earl’s Reserve, RoDawg Red, Homemade Sin, They Lord,
Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon, Just Loaferin’, and Sharptop Seyval

®

Excellence in Organic

706-781-3015 » 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

onlru

¢

Hair Care

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter * Sasha Watson

Directions from Blairsville:
515 West to Nottely Dam Road,
North to Odom Road, West to Winery
at the end of Odom Road #637

Wednesday - Saturday 11 a.m. til 6 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. til 5 p.m.

706-745-3094

odomspringsvineyards.com
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f

Ll

Mgﬁntain Life

Call us today - (877) 633-8186

TheMountainLifeTeam.com
KELLERWILLIAMS
REALTY PARTNERS

2
ANZANILLD

10% OFF"

with coupon, limit I per check I
Burrer Hours: THURS - SAT 11A-9p, Sun 11A-8p

51 Earnest Street, Blairsville, GA
706-745-0837

Trackrock Stables

TIME TO SIGN THE KIDS UP
FOR HORSE CAMP CHECK
TRACKROCK.COM FOR DATES

TRAIL RIDES, LESSONS, BOARDING
$5 LOCAL DISCOUNT

For reservations call 706-745-5252

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

WAZOO! QUILTING

A || Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706440002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResiaential

ORTGAGE

FINANCIAL GROUP, INC

If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
566 Murphy Rd, Suite 102 « Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) «
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

706-897-2406 (Cell)

Market swings making you
uneasy? Let’s talk.

-~ \. Flip Varney
E Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Broké}rgﬁa':éé
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com

Atfordable @
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HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051

3 4
~\WATENSDORTS) w
PONTOON BOATS - JET SKTS - KAYAKS & MORE!
Ier:  SALES - SERVICE - RENTALS - PARTS & ACCESSORIES Sales.
(706) 835-1222 213

25 UNION COUNTY RESIDENTS RECEIVE 10% OFF WEEKDAY RENTALS WITH THIS aDo!  F

NORTHGEORGIAWATERSPORTS, CO

Debra D. Spaulding
Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * HIAwAssee, GA
411D HigHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRsVILLE, GA

Fresh Roaste(ﬁ
Coffee, Hot &
Cold Drinks

Breakfast &
Lunch

Catering

Monday - Thursday
7:00am - 4:30pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00am - 4:30pm

av
44A Town Square, Blairsville, GA

9 (706) 745-0073 )

We’re banking on
DUK

SSQUTHERN

706-754-0001 * Clarkesville
706-745-5588 * Blairsville

FDIC www.sbandt.com




