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ter than ever.

“Due to community
support, we were able to in-
crease the size of the show
by about 20 percent, and that
would be on the conserva-
tive side,” said Joey Swan-
son, chairman of the Cham-
ber Board of Directors.

By bigger, Swanson
said he means that the show
will feature more ‘“boom
booms” and will be “bright-
er, more spectacular, more
robust,” but will last about
the same length of time as
last year’s show.

Swanson and the rest
of the chamber board have
been hard at work selling
$10 raffle tickets that di-
rectly support the fireworks
show. These tickets have
been available at the cham-
ber office and at the various

make the show possible.”

Swanson would like
to thank several businesses
and entities that helped to
make this year’s show pos-
sible: WoodmenLife, Budget
Blinds, the Chamber Board,
Chamber Ambassadors and
Chamber Staff.

“We will be selling
raffle tickets at the Union
County Farmers Market on
Saturday before the 4th,”
said Swanson. “We’ll have
a pretty large presence of
folks there selling tickets,
so if you want to buy your
ticket early to get in on the
raffle, then you’ll have the
opportunity at the Farmers
Market on Saturday morn-

ing.”

For those who live in
or live closer to Suches, the
Suches Fire Department will
be hosting its annual fire-

works shows after 9 p.m. on

Fourth of July holiday week-
end, the Blairsville Cruisers
are teaming up with Biker
Barn to hold the July Ist
Bike Show and Cruise In.
This Friday show will take
place at the Union County
Farmers Market, and will
start at 4 p.m.

The Bike Show and
Cruise In will be a great
time to buy tickets for the
Blairsville Cruisers” Mus-
tang raffle, the proceeds of
which will go toward col-
lege scholarships and the
various Christmastime pro-
grams for the youth of the
county, such as Shop-With-
a-Cruiser, Shop-With-a-Cop
and more.

And on Saturday, July
2, The Cove at Nottely Boat
Club & Marina will be hav-
ing a party for all to attend,
from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m., fea-
turing dancing, food, drinks,
a cornhole tournament and

businesses of chamber mem-
bers around the community.
Residents can still take
part in the raffle, all the way
up to the evening of July 4
at Meeks Park, and the win-
ner of the raffle, which will
be drawn at the end of the
show, will win $1,000.

All proceeds from the
ticket sales go toward sup-
porting the fireworks show,
so residents who choose to
purchase a raffle ticket are
not only getting the chance
to win money, but they are
supporting a community en-

deavor for all to enjoy.
“Last year was the
first year we’d broken even
on the show, so this year
we decided to increase the
show, increase the cost, but
still are looking for commu-
nity support, and to thank

the community for making it
possible,” said Swanson.
Added Swanson: “It’s
through donations from our
sponsors and the folks that
buy the VIP parking spots,
and the people that buy the
individual raffle tickets that
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ficers gathered a list of names
of people they wanted to rec-
ognize then they presented
these names to the full month-
ly meeting of our chapter and
they voted on this recogni-
tion.”

The students shared
their gratitude and appre-
ciation for Davenport and all
those within the school sys-
tem and in the community
who continue to make deci-
sions for the betterment of
their schools and their FFA
program.

“Honorary =~ members
are farmers, school super-
intendents, members of the
Board of Education, chapter
advisors, school teachers,
staff members of agricultural
education and business people
and others who are helping to
advance agricultural educa-
tion and FFA,” said FFA Re-
porter Jake McClure.

Another  outstanding
award was presented that eve-
ning to one deserving student,
Lyric Shumaker, who peti-
tioned the Board of Education
for early graduation back in
November.

Shumaker was original-
ly set to graduate in 2017 but
due to hard work and perse-
verance, she managed to com-
plete all necessary credits by
May 2016, insuring an early
graduation.

“Every now and then
we have a student who excels,
earns their credits and over-
comes obstacles,” said Super-
intendent Gary Steppe. “We
have one such student here

Lyric Shumaker accepts her high school diploma a year early. Hard work does pay off. Photo/Lily Avery

tonight to recognize.”

Shumaker worked con-
tinuously throughout both
Christmas and spring break to
fulfill the credit hours needed
for an early graduation, com-
pleting 17 courses in the past
year alone. She was presented
with her diploma Tuesday
night and finished enlistment
in the United States Air force
on Wednesday, June 22.

The Tuesday night
meeting was also Superin-
tendent Steppe’s last Board
of Education meeting. Steppe
has been working in various
school systems for 46 years,

all of which included monthly
Board of Education meetings.

“I’ve had a Board of Ed-
ucation meeting every month
for so long, I'm going to need
to figure out what to do with-
out them,” said Steppe.

Steppe and the Board
of Education members shared
congratulations and fellow-
ship at the end of the meeting,
all members wishing Steppe
the best of luck in the coming
years.

Other items addressed
during the meeting were new
kitchen equipment need-
ed throughout the various

schools as well as the budget
approval for the 2016 — 2017
fiscal year.

Another big topic was a
proposed 3 percent salary ad-
justment for all Union County
School employees. This salary
adjustment includes all part-
time and full-time employees,
excluding contract workers
and substitute teachers.

The adjustment is based
on the state and local base sal-
ary scale. It will appear on the
October paycheck and will be
a one-time adjustment for em-
ployees.

Monday, July 4.
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WAZOO! QUILTING

<SalonTru

Excellence in O
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706-781-3015 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

A

Hair Care

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter « Sasha Watson

|| Longarm Quilting

NS

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

(VS ENETVINSEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f

Declare your financial

independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

P o NN
BlueRidge ﬁ;mttngﬁcrwccs @

Paint & Staining Specialist - 25 Years Experience!

RESERVE NOW fFor
Spring & Summer Exterior
Painting and Staining!
Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties

blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409

SAL()N&B()UTIQU[

Misty Garrison * Lisa Harris

935 Murphy Hwy.
706-745-3378

FARM PRESH Natural

6310 Murphy Hwy., Blairsville
706-745-0027
www.farmfreshbeef.net
farmfreshprocessing@gmail.com

Southeast Geothermal
& & Spray Foam

w7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

required.

- Horse Camp -

Summer at Trackrock Stables

Daily or Weekly
Beginning June 6

Get up to $50 off*

706-745-5252

Complete hands-on experience with
horses and riding. *See website for
discount details. Advance reservations

DIVISION INC.

706440092988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

commerciallResigential

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist
411D HicHwAY 515 ¢ BLaRsviLLE, GA

~ PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville areal!
Contact Joe Collins
706-835-8769
~ ©Or 706-745-6343

ngr

wwuw. Iffc.com

d:l Franklin
inanciql

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Consolidation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All Toans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-

Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

Moore Insurance Services Inc.

Cindy Byers, Producer
458 Hwy 515 E, Suite B, Blairsville
cindy@moore-insurance.com

il Corporatlon NMLSR#141654, Georgia

k Office: 706-781-3000 « Cell: 706-897-0640 )

Blairsville
Pressure Washmg
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Ask for Chris
(706)400-9824

Ask for Mallory
(706)897-8297



