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person whose name got pulled g
out of the hat had to be even || &
luckier to get the prize, throw-
ing a ringer from a distance of
50 feet.

“Friday night, a girl
came pretty close,” said Miller.
“It’s a tough thing, but if you’re
lucky enough, you can drive it
home that night. That’s some-
thing that we added this year,
the possibility of a truck give-

dle Club paid special tribute
to one of its members during
the rodeo, remembering Don-
na Harkins Carpenter, who
passed away Friday following
an extended illness.

Carpenter, a well-known
lover of horses, was always an
active member of the Blairs-
ville community.

“Everybody loved her,”
said Miller. “She was just a re-

K, Charles, Denise and Brit-
tany Long and Michael Sos-
sei, Gooch Trucking, K Creek
Farms, Union County FFA, and
Steven Rowe CPA-PC.

“We couldn’t do this
without them,” said Miller of
rodeo sponsors. “We couldn’t
put it on and bring in 1,500
people (Saturday) without
their support. We couldn’t af-
ford to bring in Hedrick Rodeo

Company and all that to do it.
No sponsors, no rodeo — that’s
the bottom line, and we appre-
ciate that.”

Miller also expressed
appreciation for Union County
Sole Commissioner Lamar
Paris and the county for mak-
ing the SPLOST-funded Union
County Saddle Club Arena
possible.

away. That may have brought
in some extra people, t0o.”

This is Mountain Valley
Motors’ third year sponsoring
the rodeo, and the first time
the company has offered the
possibility of winning a free
truck. Though nobody won the
event — and, subsequently, the
truck — the horseshoe toss was
wildly successful, and could
return next year.

Thankfully, not a single
cowboy or cowgirl was injured
this rodeo, and the packed
stands stood as a testament to
the level of community sup-
port drawn from Union and
surrounding counties.

Rodeo Chaplain Randy
Dodge held cowboy church
before the rodeo began, prof-
fering words of encourage-
ment to those who would test
their mettle in the ring.

“My advantage is that I
can relate to the guys, because
[ used to be one of them,” said
Dodge, who heads up Cowboy

Ministries out of Athens, Tenn.
“I'rodeoed for years, I lived the
life that they’re living, so now

I can point them to the life that

I think they should be living
and that Jesus has called them
to live.”

The Union County Sad-

ally great person — helped peo-
ple out when she could, and
she just spread herself around.
She was just a great person, so
we wanted to show our respect
for her for sure.”

The two-day rodeo was
sanctioned by the International
Professional Rodeo Associa-
tion, and many local sponsors
were responsible for making
the rodeo a reality.

Along with main spon-
sor Mountain Valley Motors,
premier sponsors were: Amer-
ican Cowboy Store, Zaxby’s,
Complete Cash-Discount Title
Pawn, Alexander’s Store, Mc-
Clure Trucking, Nelson Trac-
tor Company, General Supply
and Total Recovery Paint &
Body.

Additional sponsors
were: Home Depot, Jim’s
Smokin’ Que, Michelle Vaughn
PC, Mike’s Seafood, Rick’s
Rental, United Community
Bank, Ingles, Lance Law,
Head-Westgate Corp., Circle
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Georgia Extension agent for
Union County, after which he
will manage the Union Coun-
ty Farmers Market and Can-
ning Plant full-time.

He has been a county
agent for 34 years, and is cur-
rently already responsible for
the management of the Farm-
ers Market.

Calling on his years
of experience working as a
county agent, Cummings told
the Movers and Shakers that
he considered himself to be a
public servant, which has in-
formed his thinking on the di-
rector position at BRMEMC.

“I know that the Blue
Ridge Mountain EMC is a
privately-owned cooperative,
but the people that are elected
to that board are responsible
to the people in their counties
and in the region where they
serve,” said Cummings. “So,
in that viewpoint, I look at it
as being a public servant, and
anybody that’s on the board
needs to make sure that they
have a servant’s heart. I think
that they need to place the
EMC members’ needs ahead
of their own personal needs.”

In 2004, Cummings
was elected — with the help of
his friends and peers in Geor-
gia, he pointed out — as vice
president of the National As-
sociation of County Agricul-
tural Agents, and he went on

to serve as president of that
organization two years later.

“While serving as presi-
dent, I learned a lot of things,”
said Cummings. “I learned
about putting other people’s
needs ahead of my own, but I
also learned a little bit about
budgets.”

Agriculture, Cummings
said, is always the first thing
to take a hit in and the last
thing to pull out of a reces-
sion or a depression, and dur-
ing the start of the recession,
Cummings was responsible
for managing the budget for
the NACAA’s national meet-
ing.

One of the measures
Cummings had to take was to
impose budget cuts.

“I had friends who got
mad at me for things that I had
to do, but if I didn’t do it, our
organization would have suf-
fered if we would have had
to borrow money,” said Cum-
mings. “And our board didn’t
feel like that was the right
thing to do, so we made some
severe budget cuts, and we
learned how to make some of
those budget cuts in some of
those exercises that we were
trying to go through.”

Cummings offered this
past experience as an example
of how making tough deci-
sions is sometimes necessary
when putting the needs of oth-

ers first, and to safeguard an
organization from debt.

“I think that our EMC
board is dealing with a lack
of confidence from its mem-
bership,” said Cummings.
“Things that have happened
over the past few years have
caused this. To regain that
confidence of the member-
ship, I think the board needs
to take some actions. First of
all, I think our board needs
to become more transparent,
open some of its meetings to
the public.

“I think we also need to
make elections easier for peo-
ple to vote, and also easier for
people to run. I really don’t
understand an election when
you don’t have more than one
person running for a position,
so I think our board needs to
encourage more involvement
from its members, and try to
get more people running for
these positions.”

If elected, Cummings
said that he would approach
the job with honesty, integrity
and “a servant’s heart.”

“That’s the only way
I’ve known how to do it, that’s
the way 1 was a county agent
for 33 years, and that’s the
way I would approach it,” said
Cummings. “And I would al-
ways put the members’ needs
in front of my own. And I also
think that the workers at our

EMC are the backbone of our
organization. I think that we
need to do everything that’s
in our power as a board to en-
hance their working environ-
ment.”

On a side note, Cum-
mings shared his desire and
enlisted help in starting a
speech contest to take place at
the UC Farmers Market this
fall, geared specifically to-
ward agriculture and modeled
after the Movers and Shakers’
successful competition for-
mat.

Cummings is retiring
from the Extension office
as of June 30. The County
Extension Office is having a
retirement party for him at
the Pat Haralson Civic Cen-
ter on June 30, from 6 p.m.
- 8 p.m. The readers of the
North Georgia News, as well
as all Cummings' friends
from the Union County
Farmers Market are invited
to attend the event.

Cummings requested
a hamburger/hot dog cook-
out meal and fellowship
with his friends, family and
co-workers.

If you wish to attend,
just show up and wish Cum-
mings a happy retirement.

Cummings hopes to
see you on June 30th from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Civic
Center.
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Excellence in Organic Hair Care
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706-781-3015 » 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel

Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter « Sasha Watson

For All Your

Photography Needs g (ﬁ%&éaz .@ﬂ ‘f‘ %
Business Cards, Rack Cards, Magnets, etc.

706-633-3396

307 D Cleveland St. Blairsville, Ga.
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f
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Mbtintain Life
T E A M

Call us today - (877) 633-8186
TheMountainLifeTeam.com
KELLERWILLIAMS
REALTY PARTNERS

WE’VE MOVED!

SHOPPE

Wine Tasting! Fine Selection of Quality Cigars! ﬁ

706-745-WINE (9463)
64 BRACKETTS WAY, BLAIRSVILLE, GA

Trackrock Stables

TIME TO SIGN THE KIDS UP
FOR HORSE CAMP CHECK
TRACKROCK.COM FOR DATES

TRAIL RIDES, LESSONS, BOARDING
$5 LOCAL DISCOUNT

For reservations call 706-745-5252

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

WAZOO! QUILTING

A || Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around

N

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

DIVISION INC.

706440002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResiaential

’ FINANCIAL GROUP, INC
If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
566 Murphy Rd, Suite 102 « Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

Schedule a complimentary
portfolio review.

: “ Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Brokerage
706-897-4131

706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com
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HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

£

PRE-LEASING
BOAT SLIPS NOW!

Rental Center:
1733 Morphy Hurs

N - - r — LA - -
NorthGeorgiaWaterSports.com

ATERSDORTS| ;%

PONTOON BOATS - JET SKTS - KAYAKS & MORE!
SALES - SERVICE - RENTALS - PARTS & ACCESSORIES Sales & Service:
(706) 835-1222
=2 UNION COUNTY RESIDENTS RECEIVE 10% OFF ALL RENTALS WITH THIS ADD!  §

DRY STORAGE

2132 Murehy Huy

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * HIAwAssee, GA
411D HigHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRsVILLE, GA

Fresh RoastedN
Coffee, Hot &
Cold Drinks

Breakfast &
Lunch

Catering

Monday - Thursday
7:00am - 4:30pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00am - 4:30pm

{0
ave
44A Town Square, Blairsville, GA

9 (706) 745-0073 )

Charlie’s
Custom =
#~ Leather

Holsters - Knife
Belts - Bible Covers
Repairs & much more

Hand Made To Orderx
770.533.0300

Blairsville Ga.



