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Scottish Festival..ionrageia

“I’ve been coming here
for three years but this is the
first year that I’ve been able
to convince my family from
North Carolina to come for
the weekend and they abso-
lutely love it,” said Festival
attendee Ellen McCarthy of
Lawrenceville. “My husband
and I have been going to the
(Highland) Games at Stone
Mountain in October for many

Of the more than 30
clans in attendance, this year’s
Honored Clan was Clan Don-
ald.

At the far end of Meeks
Park, approximately 100 peo-
ple gathered for ‘MacDaisy,’
the 11-story tall, and 11-story
wide hot air balloon. The bal-
loon was able to stay up for
about an hour on Saturday.

The festival also includ-
ed the Kilted Mile footrace, a
Mini Cooper Car Club parade,
Border Collie demonstrations,

the Open Stone, the Heavy
Hammer, and more.

There was also plenty
of athletic events and enter-
tainment for the youngsters at
the family friendly event.

“This year we had more
people wearing Scottish attire
and people who are into the
Scottish culture,” Varian said.
“People were dressed to the
nines, they looked great.”

No matter the time, or
the day, there was plenty of
entertainment to be found.

The featured musical act was
Celtic-rock band Seven Na-
tions, who have appeared in
more than 20 publications
including Rolling Stone, Bill-
board, Playboy, Maxim, GQ,
Stuff, and FHM.

Other entertainers were
Raven and Red, Royal Scot-
tish Country Dancers, Colin
Grant-Adams, Glencoe High-
land Dancers, Scottish co-
median Bob Valentine, High
Country Harmonizers, and
The Blarney Girls.

years, but it was difficult for
some of my family to make it.
But since Blairsville is about
two hours closer, they were
able to attend this year.”

With approximately
400 people in attendance,
the Ceilidh kicked things off
Friday night at the Seasons
Inn Plaza with music, danc-
ing, and entertainment at both
the Seasons Inn an inside the
Historic Courthouse, where it
was standing-room only.

Saturday morning the
gates at Meeks Park opened at
8 a.m. with the opening cer-
emonies taking place at noon.
There were plenty of arts and
crafts, jewelry, food, cloth-
ing, and a little bit of anything

Scottish.

“I like the crafts and the
apple cider slushy,” said 12-
year old Keera Smart when
asked what she liked most
about the festival. Keera and
her family have been com-
ing to the Blairsville Scottish
Festival for almost half of her
life. “I like everything about

the (Scottish) Festival and
can’t wait to come back. It’s
always a lot of fun.”

Another popular loca-
tion was the genealogy tents,
and clan tents that stretched
around the main field, where
one could explore their Scot-
tish heritage and then discover
which clan they belong to.

Scottish Fiddle and bagpipe
workshops, Falconry demon-
strations, massed band perfor-
mances, the Bonniest Knees
contest, and the ladies’ Hag-
gis Hurl and more proved that
there was plenty of excitement
to go around for all ages.

The Highland Games
are a traditional Scottish ath-
letic competition that origi-
nated in the 11th century A.D.
when King Malcolm III held
a foot race to find the fastest
runner to become his royal
messenger. At the Blairsville
games, both men, and women
competed Saturday and Sun-
day in events such as, the
Caber Toss, the Sheaf Toss,
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will initially add 10 new em-
ployees and another 10 em-
ployees by 2016.

“We’re thrilled with
CRI’s expansion,” says
Mitch Griggs, Executive Di-
rector of the Union County
Development Authority.
“We’ve been working with
Bob and Stan Lee on various
expansion strategies over the
last few years. Corrugated
had maxed out capacity at

their existing facility so the
immediate availability of a
new building in the Indus-
trial Park was just what they
needed. We appreciate CRI’s
investment in our community
and the quality jobs they will
provide for our citizenry.”

“I want to thank Cor-
rugated Replacements for
this and their past invest-
ment in our County. The
company is important to our

community and their growth
is a testament to the Lees’
leadership and commitment
to Union County and to their
employees. We want to cre-
ate a great environment for
businesses to grow and look
forward to Corrugated Re-
placements’ continued suc-
cess in our community,” said
Lamar Paris, Union County
Sole Commissioner.

Persons interested in

employment  opportunities
with Corrugated Replace-
ments may contact the com-
pany at:

Corrugated Replace-
ments, Inc., 161 Lee Indus-
trial Drive, Blairsville, GA
30512

Phone: (706) 781-
6650; Fax: (706) 781-6649;
Marlene.Landrum@cor-
rugatedparts.com

Pets...from Page 1A

9 a.m. to 11 a.m. every Sat-
urday, skipping over the July
4th weekend.

“They’ll get to have
a hands-on with a cat and a
dog,” said McConnell.

Sherry  Manuel  of
Blairsville will be teaching
the classes, with help from
Dena Randall and certified
therapy dog Cheree, pro-
nounced “Sheree.”

Adoption fees were also
drastically reduced for Satur-
day’s event, and Pet-a-Pet
garnered help from various
pet-friendly businesses and
organizations from Towns
and Union counties.

Blairsville Animal Hos-
pital personnel were on hand
to educate patrons on their
services in Union County,
offering free physical exami-
nations for pets adopted Sat-
urday.

Dr. Rinday Barrett of
Lake Chatuge Animal Hos-
pital shared pet acupuncture
information and fielded “ask
the vet” questions.

Carl Haines of Wholly

Cats Rescue informed peo-
ple on the dangers of failing
to spay and neuter cats, and
Sandy Hazen represented Op-
eration PUP, an acronym for
Preventing Unwanted Pets.

Mountain Shelter held
a silent auction to benefit the
Humane Society’s local ef-
forts, and money was raised
on items ranging from dog
food to cat carriers.

Devin Saunders walked
dogs during Pet-a-Pet, con-
tinuing his tradition of volun-
teerism at the shelter.

Saunders, 15, began
volunteering for Mountain
Shelter to earn his Merit
Badge with Boy Scouts of
America Troop 101, and end-
ed up completing an Eagle
Scout Service Project at the
shelter by building an agility
course for the dogs.

“They learn basic com-
mands and how to be con-
trolled on a leash, and gain
confidence, and when they go
to a home, they feel good,”
said Saunders of his agility
course.

And Union County’s
most famous K-9, Deputy

Sheriff Lacey of the Search
and Rescue team Lacey and
Deputy Sheriff Jeff McCon-
nell, made an appearance.

“What we do is man
trailing, tracking,” said Dep-
uty McConnell. “We do lost
people, especially people
with dementia, Alzheimer’s
— lost hikers, lost hunters.
Somebody, say, that we go
to serve a warrant on at their
house, they run out through
the woods, they call me in and
we go find them.”

Lacey loves children,
and when she’s not busy track-
ing people or visiting with
kids at the school, she spends
her time off doing many things
that children love to do.

“She loves the water,”
said Deputy McConnell. “My
grandma lives on the lake, so |
take Lacey to the lake and she
plays fetch in the water.”

Saturday was a special
day for another reason, as the
Pet-a-Pet event served as the
local debut of the song meant
to benefit the shelter, “Please
Take Me Home,” as written by
Greg Martin and performed
by John McLane.

Those interested in
showing financial support to
Mountain Shelter can stop by
either of its two thrift stores,
in Blairsville and Hiawassee,
and/or purchase a Memorial
Brick to be laid on the premis-
es, leading up to the shelter’s
Rainbow Bridge.

All in all, the day was
a success, as several animals
were adopted and the shelter
garnered “lots of member-
ships, Memorial Bricks, and
lots of loving,” said Shelter
Director McConnell.
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Excellence in Organic Hair Care
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706-781-3015 » 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel

Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter « Sasha Watson

For All Your
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Business Cards, Rack Cards, Magnets, etc.

706-633-3396

307 D Cleveland St. Blairsville, Ga.
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f
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Mbtintain Life
T E A M

Call us today - (877) 633-8186
TheMountainLifeTeam.com
KELLERWILLIAMS
REALTY PARTNERS

WE’VE MOVED!

SHOPPE

Wine Tasting! Fine Selection of Quality Cigars! ﬁ

706-745-WINE (9463)
64 BRACKETTS WAY, BLAIRSVILLE, GA

Trackrock Stables

TIME TO SIGN THE KIDS UP
FOR HORSE CAMP CHECK
TRACKROCK.COM FOR DATES

TRAIL RIDES, LESSONS, BOARDING
$5 LOCAL DISCOUNT

For reservations call 706-745-5252

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

WAZOO! QUILTING

A || Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around

N

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

DIVISION INC.

706440002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResiaential

’ FINANCIAL GROUP, INC
If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
566 Murphy Rd, Suite 102 « Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

How much will you need to
retire? Let’s talk.

: “ Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Brokerage
706-897-4131

706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com
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HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

£

PRE-LEASING
BOAT SLIPS NOW!

Rental Center:
1733 Morphy Hurs

N - - r — LA - -
NorthGeorgiaWaterSports.com

ATERSDORTS| ;%

PONTOON BOATS - JET SKTS - KAYAKS & MORE!
SALES - SERVICE - RENTALS - PARTS & ACCESSORIES Sales & Service:
(706) 835-1222
=2 UNION COUNTY RESIDENTS RECEIVE 10% OFF ALL RENTALS WITH THIS ADD!  §

DRY STORAGE

2132 Murehy Huy

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * HIAwAssee, GA
411D HigHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRsVILLE, GA

Fresh RoastedN
Coffee, Hot &
Cold Drinks

Breakfast &
Lunch

Catering

Monday - Thursday
7:00am - 4:30pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00am - 4:30pm

{0
ave
44A Town Square, Blairsville, GA

9 (706) 745-0073 )

Charlie’s
Custom =
#~ Leather

Holsters - Knife
Belts - Bible Covers
Repairs & much more

Hand Made To Orderx
770.533.0300

Blairsville Ga.



