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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

706-781-3015 • 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson • Glory McGinn

Lindsey Gaylord • Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter • Sasha Watson

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Complete hands-on experience with 
horses and riding. *See website for 
discount details.  Advance reservations 
required. 

Daily or Weekly  
Beginning June 6 

Horse Camp 
Summer at Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.TrackrockStables.com

Get up to $50 off*
706-896-0051

Debra D. Spaulding
Hearing Instrument Specialist

411D HIGHWAY 515 • BLAIRSVILLE, GA

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

706•400•2988

Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999

If you are looking for Great Service, 
Competitive Rates and Fees, 

Look No Further!

Paint & Staining Specialist • 25 Years Experience!

RESERVE NOW FOR  
Spring & Summer Exterior  

Painting and Staining!
Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties

blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Cindy Byers, Producer
458 Hwy 515 E, Suite B, Blairsville

cindy@moore-insurance.com

Moore Insurance Services Inc.

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

935 Murphy Hwy.
706-745-3378

Misty Garrison • Lisa Harris

ALLIED DEVELOPMENTS, INC.
Grading, Land Clearing, 

Septic Systems, Retaining Walls
Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431

Bringing the Landscape Creativity 
of Atlanta to the Mountains! * All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 

and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com
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WGHS...continued from Page 1A

MECHS...continued from Page 1A

memories that I feel like 
you're my second family,” 
she said. “However, at times, 
I would like to strangle both 
of you. 

“We have shared laughs, 
tears, good times, bad times, 
but most of all we have shared 
love and grown close through 
the years. As we stand here 
this morning, we will start a 
new chapter in our lives. Not 
only will I miss my classmates 
but my basketball teammates. 
I will truly miss playing ball 
with you all and wish you the 
best of luck next season.”

Dockery then thanked 
her teachers at Woody Gap 
for their support and encour-
agement, reserving a special 
thank you for Butler, Cantrell 
and Glenn Kough. In closing, 
Dockery thanked her family 
for guiding her through the 
first 18 years of her life, and 
thanked God for her Alma 
Mater.

“Finally, I want to say 
thank you to my family, who 
have loved me and supported 
me. Thank you for pushing me 

Zach Woody delivers his valedictorian speech on Saturday at Woody 
Gap School's graduation. Photo/Todd Forrest

because without you, I would 
not have made it here at this 
point of my life. As we stand 
here before you like so many 
others in the 75-year history 
of Woody Gap, ready to grad-
uate and start a new chapter in 
our lives, I would like to thank 
God for allowing us to attend 
a school like Woody Gap, and 
may God bless you all.”

Following Dockery and 
Woody, Co-Principal Sheila 

Tritt-Collins presented the 
Woody Gap Class of 2016 
with their diplomas. 

The graduation exer-
cises concluded with a Se-
nior Video that provided a 
slide show of pictures from 
the lives of each graduating 
senior, and a Candlelight Ser-
vice where the Class of 2016 
passed the proverbial torch to 
the upcoming seniors from 
the Class of 2017.

and Circumstance,” as the 
students walked the aisles and 
took their seats onstage.

Union County graduate 
Bryson Perry led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, and Union Site 
Administrator Roy Perren 
sang the national anthem.

Angie Burns, also a 
Union Site Administrator, 
welcomed guests and gradu-
ates to the ceremony.

“Mountain Ed has 
grown so large in the past few 
years that we are now having 
four graduation ceremonies 
like this across the state,” said 
Burns. “Tonight, we have the 
honor of presenting the Union 
and Fannin site students with 
their diplomas.

“These diplomas reflect 
not only the hard work and de-
termination of these students, 
but the support of their fami-
lies, their community organi-

Gary Steppe, Dr. Darren Berrong and Roy Perren witness the graduation of 44 MECHS students at the 
Union County Fine Arts Center in Blairsville. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

zations, local businesses, the 
MECHS staff and Governing 
Board.”

Union County graduate 
Patricia Ray offered the greet-
ing for the evening, extending 
her own welcome to those in 
attendance.

Alana Johnston of 
Union delivered the MEC 
Salutatory Address, having 
earned the second highest 
grade point average among 
2016 graduates from all 12 
MECHS sites, and the highest 
GPA at the Union site.

“I’m not going to stand 
up here and tell you individu-
ality is the key to success as 
we all don identical caps and 
gowns," Johnston said. "But 
as we all come together be-
fore diverging on our separate 
paths, I’d like to share a quote 
with you from Mark Lewis, 
who said, ‘The person who 

you’re with the most in life is 
yourself, and if you don’t like 
yourself, you’re always with 
somebody you don’t like.’

“So as we move for-
ward, I wish you not only the 
best, but that you never lose 
sight of who you are as you 
strive for success. As I ad-
dress you for the final time, 
remember to be proud of how 
far you have come, and to be 
excited for how much more is 
to follow.”

Johnston plans to study 
biology at Kennesaw State 
University before moving on 
to the Emory School of Medi-
cine to learn anesthesiology. 

Area businesses and 
civic organizations presented 
many scholarships to gradu-
ates that evening, and 28 stu-
dents between the Fannin and 
Union sites graduated with 
Honors.


