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and Brooke Hamby will be
delivering the Salutatory Ad-
dress in Friday’s ceremony.

The two young women
are longtime friends, and
they joined in a hug at the an-
nouncement of their accom-
plishments during the recog-
nition program.

Along with her vale-
dictory honors for having
achieved the highest grade
point average in her class,
Danek is also the 2016 STAR
Student for Union County
High School, having scored
the highest in her class on the
SAT.

“It was a lot of hard
work, and just making sure
I stuck with it,” said Danek,
looking back over the years
leading up to graduation. “I
had a lot of help from teach-
ers, and my parents were al-
ways encouraging.”

Hamby, too, said that
she had plenty of help along
the way, acknowledging with
humility that sometimes the
cliche is true, that it does take
a village.

“Most of all support
from my family, friends,
coaches and teachers,” said
Hamby, describing for whom
she was most thankful. “They
all really just encouraged me
and supported me and taught
me that anything is possible if
[ just work hard and believe in
myself.”

When it comes to the
speeches each will give on the
night of graduation, the two
hope to deliver messages that
will resonate with their en-
tire class, though they plan to
keep things lighthearted.

On top of the announce-
ment of Danek and Hamby as

The 165 UCHS seniors anxiously await graduation ceremonies at Mike
Colwell Memorial Stadium on Friday. Front row, UCHS Valedictorian
and STAR Student Anna Danek. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

valedictorian and salutatorian,
seniors from all walks of the
Class of 2016 received recog-
nition for the hard work they
have put in over the years.

Students received
awards and cords, certificates
and stoles on Thursday, May
19, honored for everything
from being blood donors to
completing CTAE Pathways,
from being in 4-H to being on
the Mock Trial Team.

Three seniors received
recognition for their decisions
to volunteer in the United
States Armed Forces follow-
ing graduation: Josh Daniel
with the U.S. Navy, Cas-
sandra Carlton with the U.S.
Navy and Brady Lawn with
the U.S. Coast Guard.

In case of rain on Fri-
day, May 27, graduation will
be held in the Union County
Schools Fine Arts Center, and
students will be alerted by 2
p.m. the day of graduation

should this contingency plan
need to be enacted.

Also should it rain, the
Union County High School
Gym will house overflow
guests with a live streaming
of the ceremony.

Anyone can attend the
commencement exercises in
the stadium, though in the
event of rain, each graduat-
ing senior will be limited
to five tickets to give out to
friends and family members
to be used to enter the fine arts
center.

In the event of fine
weather, a fireworks show will
follow the ceremony on the
football field, and guests will
be asked to remain seated, as
the lights will be shut off after
graduation to allow for better
viewing of the fireworks and
the playing of a senior video
on an inflatable screen set up
on the field.

UCSO takes

Gary Lee Hogsed, 66,
Betty Eugenia Hogsed, 61,
and Betty’s son William Wes-
ley Gibson, 44, all of Union
County, were arrested for the
manufacture of marijuana on
Wednesday, May 18, accord-
ing to the Union County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Prior to the arrests, the
Union County Sheriff’s Of-
fice had received information
that guns were possibly being
fired at the residence of the
Hogseds and Gibson, accord-

more drugs off the street

ing to the sheriff’s office.

“We assisted the Geor-
gia Department of Commu-
nity Supervision on a field
check, which resulted in the
findings of two rifles and four
marijuana plants,” said UCSO
Capt. Chad Deyton with the
Narcotics Division.

All three individuals
were arrested on charges of
manufacturing marijuana, ac-
cording to the sheriff’s office.

Gary Hogsed and Gib-
son were charged with two

counts each of possession of
a firearm by a felon, accord-
ing to Capt. Deyton, and Gary
Hogsed was also charged with
violating parole, while Gibson
was charged with violating
probation.

“If you’re going to do
this, you’re not going to do
it in our community,” said
Union County Sheriff Mack
Mason. “We’re going to do
what it takes to keep the com-
munity safe.”

& LocaAaL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

WAZOO! QUILTING

SalonTru

Excellence in Organ

706-781-3015 « 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

vic Hair Care
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Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter « Sasha Watson

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

FREE 8
706-835-1209 £

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Declare your financial

independence. Call today.

* | FlipVarney
* | Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
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(706) 745-9703
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ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED
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Misty Garrison * Lisa Harris

935 Murphy Hwy.
706-745-3378

ORTGAGE

FINANCIAL GROUP, INC

If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
253 E. Hwy 515 Suite D « Blairsville, Ga 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

o 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

required.

Daily or Weekly
Beginning June 6
Get up to $50 off*

Complete hands-on experience with
horses and riding. *See website for
discount details. Advance reservations

-d> Horse Camp -

Summer at Trackrock Stahles

706-745-5252

DIVISION INC.

706+400+2988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

Alodatle 8

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist
411D HicHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRsvILLE, GA
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COMPANY

BOB'S

PAWN|

www.blairsvillepawn.com e’

PH.706-745-2192
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243 BLUE RIDGE ST
BLAIRSVILLE, GA 30512

{8y, Grading, Land Clearing, 13z
Septic Systems, Retaining Walls

Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape

Bringing the Landscape Creativity
of Atlanta to the Mountains!

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431

Moore Insurance Serv1ces Inc.

Cindy Byers, Producer
458 Hwy 515 E, Suite B, Blairsville
cindy@moore-insurance.com

\_ Office: 706-781-3000 « Cell: 706-897-0640 )

Lucretia Collins

mountainandlakerealty.com

(706) 781-5698 Cell
(706) 745-8097 Office

253 E. Hwy. 515, Suite B
Blairsville GA
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Sown & Gountry

Dana O’Don

danao@remax.net  NorthEastGeorgiaProperties.com
“Your North Georgia Real Estate Concierge”

(561)
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(706) 745-8097 Office

253 E. Hwy. 515, Suite B,
Blairsville GA
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Paint & Staining Specialist « 25 Years Experience!

RESERVE NOW fFor
Spring & Summer Exterior
Painting and Staining!
Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties

blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409
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All
Materials
Furnished

ICH
DRYWALL

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

Installing
Insulation
Hanging
Sheetrock
Finishing

FREE
ESTIMATES
Texturing

706-745-5307

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Consolidation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
dal (orporatlon NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

wwuw. Iffc.com
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