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Opinions

Everybody has one...

A family reunion

Two Saturdays ago, Union County Fire Station 4 hosted the
largest Open House in recent memory for that station.

On Saturday, Station 2 hosted a very well attended Open House
at the Jones Creek Fire Station.

To be among the crowd of folks

that attend the fire station open houses| Straight

truly is an honor. Shooting
Open House is an opportunity for

the community to come together, break

bread and get to know their fire station. Charles
Some will get to know these dedi-| Dancan

cated individuals more than others. That’s
because on occasion, they may have to call on these dedicated folks at
any time of the day or night.

On Saturday, families arrived, their children in tow. They went
through the food line, where hamburgers, hot dogs and all the fixings
were available. Coolers filled with soft drinks and water awaited these
folks after they filled their plates.

Firefighters sat down with the families, explained the equipment
that was in the fire station and said thank you to the families, because
their donations help make Fire Station 2 a reality.

I say the event was reminiscent of a family reunion because the
folks that make up the command staff of Station 2 and the other fire sta-
tions within our community are made up of dedicated volunteers.

The volunteers are a bridge to the paid firefighters. If the volun-
teers didn’t exist, the paid firefighters would be busy as a one-legged
man in a can kicking contest.

The Open House also serves as an opportunity to let the young-
sters learn a thing or two about firefighters. It’s also a chance for them to
eat a hamburger, hot dog, a cookie or two, and an ice cream sandwich.

The Open House is about building a tradition from young to old,
a tradition that we all have to work together to make our community
safe and strong.

I dare say that some of the youth that attend the Open Houses
will one day themselves become volunteer firefighters.

Volunteer firefighting is a very rewarding and valuable way to
serve your community. It takes dedication and many hours of training
to become a firefighter.

We tip our hats to all volunteer firefighters and if you’re in the
neighborhood of an open house, stop in, break bread and drop a tip in
the boot.

Museum of the Bible

Something good is happening in Washington, D.C. for a
change! In Fall 2017, the Museum of the Bible opens. Its purpose
is to “be an unparalleled experience, using cutting-edge technol-
ogy to bring the Bible to life.”

The non-profit Museum is de-

signed to portray the history and con- | All Things §
text of the Bible, spanning time and New
culture. e
The organization “invites 2. el =
all people to engage with the Bible wyee - S5
through our four pillars: research, Fouler A‘

traveling exhibits, education, and a
museum.” Once the Museum is complete, all four pillars will be
in place.

The remodeled building in D.C. will house 40,000 planned
artifacts, including cuneiform tablets, Dead Sea Scroll fragments,
Biblical papyri, Torah scrolls, and rare printed Bibles in 430,000
square feet of exhibits costing over $1 billion. Not only housing
exhibits on the history and impact of the Bible, the Museum con-
tains research labs and libraries for scholarly inquiry, a Nazareth
Village display of Jesus’s home town, and Biblical Gardens.

The Green family of Hobby Lobby provided the startup
funds. Steve Green said, “This nation is in danger because of its
ignorance of what God has taught. If we don’t know it, our future
is going to be very scary.” The board includes Rick Warren and
other Christian leaders and scholars.

Cary Summers became President about five years ago.
He said, “There is not a major museum in the world about the
most sold book ever in history, the most debated book ever. We
thought it was really odd, and so we said, ‘Let’s do something
about that.” And we did.” He reports that despite the expectation
that city approvals would be difficult to obtain, the Museum ac-
tually received little opposition. In fact, the city council person
most likely to oppose it stated it’s “the most important project to
come into the neighborhood.”

If its importance is to relegate the Bible to a museum, the
project would be ironic not to mention calamitous for mankind.
But a museum like this celebrates God’s Word as powerful in
the lives of people, and introduces it to people who don’t know

See Fowler, page 5B

Commissioner’s Questions

Q. When is the Union County monthly meeting?

A. The official County Meeting is each month on the third
Thursday evening at 6 p.m. The purpose of the county meeting is so
that you will know about what is going on in the county. Contracts,
resolutions, ordinances (first and second

readings), proclamations, public hear- Q& A
ings and much more are brought up at the f"°cm U':'°“
ounty

meeting. Rarely something will come up
to cause me to reschedule a meeting, but
it is rare and usually only once or twice
a year and a notice is placed in the North
Georgia News and on the courthouse
doors.

Q. Can we ask questions at the county meetings? Where
we came from you could only speak for 5 minutes and you had
to write or call in prior to the meeting just to be placed on the
agenda.

A. Our meetings are not like that. We announce to you what
has gone on the previous month, the decisions that have been made
and once the business section of the meeting is over, which is usually
less than 30 minutes, then the meeting is opened up for questions and
you are welcome to ask any questions you would like to ask. Only
if there were a controversial issue with the potential for lots of ques-
tions, would we put a time limit on speaking. That has not happened
in several years.

Q. How long do county meetings usually last?

A. Normally less than 45 minutes and often less than 30 min-

Commissioner

Lamar
Parie

utes.

Q. Do you usually have a lot of questions at a county meet-
ing?

A. Normally we do not and half a dozen would be a lot. One
of the main reasons is that we try to be very accessible throughout the
week and month to you and furnish information to the public on a reg-
ular basis so that you do not have to attend a county meeting in order
to ask a question. However, we appreciate those that take the time to
come to our meetings and encourage others to attend when you can.

Q. How does your office communicate with the public?

A. There are several ways to reach my office. First is the tele-
phone for my office at (706) 439-6000. Second is e-mail at union-
county@uniongov.com. Third is to personally come to my office to

Letters to the Editor...

Our special Peeves
Dear Editor,

We all have our particular pet peeves, be
someone’s untidiness, lack of help around the
house, even leave the seat up or down, whatever.
My pet peeve involves drivers. When I learned
to drive some 55 plus years ago, I was taught to
drive right and pass left. Also courtesy to other
drivers.

A few weeks ago I was returning one
evening from Blairsville and when I reached
the two lane section of Hwy. 76 by the EMC
building, I moved over to the left lane to pass a
slower vehicle. Not far along I came up on a red
SUV moseying along in the left lane. While still
at a respectable distance I flashed my lights. For
those who don’t know, that is the international
request for passage. The vehicle ignored my re-
quest but I noticed that the distance between us
had closed rapidly, making it obvious that the
driver had lifted off the accelerator. When the
gap was about a car and a half the driver put
on the brakes. Fortunately with that amount of
gap there was plenty of room for me to just pull
into the right lane. I passed the vehicle without
making any fuss, however, honored with a ca-
cophony of horn blowing. While passing I no-

See Botting, page 5B
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Drug Free Mountain Life Youth
Event Brings Questions from Kids
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Shanna Prather of New Hope Counseling speaks to
adolescents about drug use

On Wednesday, May 11, 2016 the Union
County Anti-Drug Coalition welcomed over 70
attendees to the first Drug Free Mountain Life
Youth Event.
The program was

The mission of the Union County
Anti-Drug Coalition is to support
an overall safe community by

held at the Union
County Communi- providing information, education
and support services to children,

ty Center and was St ’

fi N families and community toward
the first of a new prevention of illegal substance
brand of youth|abuse.

education and pre-
vention programs under the Drug Free Mountain
Life campaign.

The kids attending mostly ranged in ages
12 to 18 and many were from local church youth
groups, but whole families attended as well.
Powerful poster board testimonies started off the
evening with participants sharing their touching
stories in just a few phrases. One told of starting
with marijuana at age 13 and becoming an alco-
holic by age 32. Another testimony poster was
carried by a mother who lost her son to heroin
just last year. Those in recovery wrote on their
poster board about their struggle as an addict in
recovery.

The group also watched an FBI video
about drug use and addiction. Then Shanna
Prather of New Hope Counseling talked about
the myths that kids may have heard about drug
use, peer pressure to use and statistics on opi-
ate overdose deaths. She said that in 2014 over
28,000 people died in the U.S. from opiate over-
doses. That number is more than the whole pop-
ulation of Union County. When she asked how
many kids knew someone who was using drugs,
quite a few hands went up.

After another video showing the physi-
cal effects of drug use on the body, some of
the written questions from the audience were
answered by Shanna Prather, Chantel Patterson

See Drug Free, page 5B
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"Oh,this is a lot different from the presidential
primary. This time who we vote for really counts!”

Hydrant Inspections

One of the many non-emergency fire and
rescue tasks performed each year by the fire-
fighters of Union County Fire Department is fire
hydrant inspections and maintenance.

Currently,
there are over 975| Fire Dept. _
fire  hydrants in| from Union .
Union County and| County j ath,n
the number contin-| Fire Chief & @
ues to grow. David e
Union County Dyen f \1/

Fire Department
must inspect each hydrant to ensure that it is in
good working order and that the department will
have water in the event of a fire.

Inspecting fire hydrants is also one of the
many tasks that we must perform to maintain our
Insurance Services Office (ISO) rating of 4/4y.

Firefighters locate each hydrant and re-
cord the GPS location. They then take the caps
off and grease them so that they are easier to
take off in an emergency. Then the hydrant is
opened or turned on to ensure that there is water
on the system and that the hydrant is in work-
ing order. The hydrants are not flushed at that
time. This process is typically begun in the late
spring and goes on throughout the summer until
completed.

You may see firefighters in various marked
vehicles on the side of the road or off the banks
doing these tasks. Please be aware of the move
over law if you see fire vehicles with flashing
lights on to ensure the safety of the firefighters
checking these hydrants.

One thing that homeowners can do to help
with this process is to take the time to look at the
hydrants in your yard or in your neighborhood.
These hydrants are there to protect you and your
property.

Fire hydrants that are covered with weeds
and brush are not visible or easily accessible in
an emergency. If a hydrant is on your property,
please take the time to cut the grass and trim
around these hydrants to make them more visible
and accessible. Make sure that these hydrants are
not blocked by anything else on your property
like gates, retaining walls, vehicles, landscaping
or shrubbery.

Remember these hydrants are there to pro-
tect you and your neighbors and anything that
slows down the process of finding and/or access-
ing these water sources can seriously affect the
outcome of a fire.

If you locate a hydrant that looks damaged
or is leaking contact your water department or
Union County Fire Department.

Fire hydrants are a very important part of
the job of firefighting. Union County Fire De-
partment places a great deal of man-hours and
effort into the inspection and maintenance of
each hydrant.

With your help, we will be able to locate
and utilize the hydrants in a fire emergency.

Union County Fire Department
~ Our Family Protecting Your Family ~

Jesse James

My Pawpaw Adams’ sister Lula married a
man by the name of Early James. The last time
I can remember Early must have been prior to
1970. He was tall and lanky and wore a pair of
overalls. His fingers
were stained due to
his always holding
a filter-less Lucky
Strike cigarette. Even
as a young boy 1| ickey
thought he  was| Cummingo
ancient. 1 cannot

remember a kid who did not like Uncle Early.
When we went to his house we sat on the steps
of his large front porch and listened as he regaled
us with stories from his youth.

Some of his stories were about baseball.
Uncle Early was a fine pitcher in his younger
days. Other stories were about his family. Uncle
Early was born prior to 1900 and his father was
born sometime around the end of the Civil War.
We were told that the elder James was a first
cousin to the outlaws, Frank and Jesse James. As
Uncle Early told it the James Gang came to north
Alabama in their hay day and robbed a train near
Spruce Pine, AL.

There was a very high trestle about half-
way between Phil Campbell and Spruce Pine
that crossed a very deep hollow. At one time this
was the highest trestle in Alabama. I am not sure
if the trestle is still there however, my mother
walked across the trestle as a little girl.

Anyway the James Gang robbed the train
and supposedly buried the loot at the bottom of
the deep hollow close to the train trestle. People
have looked for this buried treasure for years
with no results. This was one of the stories told
to me by Uncle Early.

When I was about 12, Papa Cummings
purchased a 60-acre tract of land from a fellow
with the last name of James. I have always loved
that particular piece of land. As a boy we squir-
rel hunted and coon hunted the property. There
is a deep hollow with 100-foot high bluffs on the
land and during my teenage years, TVA built a
fine lake on the property. Our family has referred
to this piece of property as the James Place ever
since my grandfather purchased it. I was fortu-
nate enough to purchase a portion of this land
from my grandfather a few years ago.

Right after Papa purchased the land I met
the wife of this James fellow. She looked ancient
as every other person I knew with the last name
of James. I didn’t know her exact age, but, she
looked older than even Uncle Early. She must
have been born prior to 1900.

Anyway, back about 1935 Mr. James had
purchased some timber and he needed a little
cash from his bank account. So, Mrs. James made
a trip to the “Farmers and Merchants Bank” in
Phil Campbell. The Bank President was walk-
ing through the lobby and met Mrs. James as she
walked into the bank. Now, you need to know the
President, Obadiah Allman knew Mr. James, but,

See Cummings, page 5B

Around
The Farm

See Paris, page 5B

Take 5 with Nutritionist,
Ann Marie Stanczyk, M.S., M..T.

For this week’s column, I wanted to say a
special thank you to United Community Bank for
being the Presenting Sponsor for the Buy Local
Extravaganza. I also wanted to thank our Corpo-
rate Sponsors: Budget Blinds, Epic Party Plan-
ning and Events,

and Sunflower An-| Blairsville
tiques & Interiors.|[ -Union
We appreciate North cﬁ:‘;‘;‘ér
Georgia Tech allow- .
ing us to hold the 267.“‘“
event in their beau- | _~#don

tiful facility. Thank
you to all the vendors and to those who have
worked so hard to make this event possible.

Our staff regularly spends time talking
with our members and I am always amazed
to find such a wide variety of entrepreneurs in
this wonderful community of Blairsville-Union
County. Our area is rich with talented individu-
als who offer a wide array of services that are
beneficial to those of us who live here. One such
person is Ann Marie Stanczyk, M.S., M.T. who
is a nutritionist and so much more. Ann Marie is
a medical technologist who has certifications in
the culinary arts, ServSafe, and culinary nutri-
tion. She also has a Master’s Degree in Holistic
Nutrition. Along with her passion to help people
find improved living through nutrition, she is
also an educator at Young Harris College.

To better become acquainted with Ann
Marie, here are a few of her candid responses to
my Take 5 questions.

1. What is your favorite thing about your
job?

Ilove to watch people get younger-looking,

See Allison, page 5B
[ ]

Lichens

Lichens are complex parasites of trees,
shrubs, and other woody ornamental plants that
many people believe to be the downfall of their
plants. However, the truth is that these pests are
actually indicative of a bigger problem with your
plant and don’t harm anything they grow on at all.

The lichens that we typically find on our
woody plants are made of a few different organ-
isms that rely on

each other for sur- @Hﬁéﬂ
vival. The main part| — oo

of the lichen that we| From the
see growing on bark | Ground Up |
and stems can be| Helissa

any one of a variety
of different fungi.
Some are broad and leaf-like, and some are slen-
der and look like clumps of thread. This fungus
will absorb moisture from the air, and eventually
algae will take advantage of the moist surface of
the fungus and begin to grow on it. These algae
are what give lichens their characteristic blue-
green color, and they use sunlight and air to cre-
ate nutrients, much like the green leafy plants we
have in our own gardens. The fungus will also
get some of the food the algae makes, and in turn
give the algae a safe, damp place to live.
Despite their ability to take over a large
percentage of a tree or shrub, lichens are never
the cause of its decline. Usually, when plants
become stressed because of disease, undesir-
able weather conditions, or a lack of nutrients in
the soil, they will not produce as many leaves.
This means more sunlight will hit the stems and
promote the growth of lichens and their partner
algae, which allows them to produce more nutri-
ents and continue to thrive. As long as your plant
is unhappy and its canopy is reduced, the lichen
will continue to grow and become unsightly. Li-
chens are also common in the winter, especially
if it has been a damp season. As plants naturally
lose their leaves, the fungal spores have more ac-
cess to the bark and more light availability. If a
plant is healthy, the lichens will hardly be pres-
ent in the summer as the leaves keep out sun-
light. However, if they are still around at the end
of summer, there is a bigger problem at hand.
As tempting as it may be, spraying your
See Mattee, page 5B
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