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people are enjoying it, and I
just hope everybody can get
something they like.”

Mike and Jan Ziegen-
bein left the market happy
with several lovely floral ar-
rangements from Mike Clark
of English Country Gardens
out of Hiawassee, and they
liked the ramps and eggs, too.

“We’re big fans of the
Farmers Market, so every op-
portunity we come here,” said
Mr. Ziegenbein. “We come
here for the fresh vegetables
and to see what’s new that
crafters are doing. And we
always like to see Mike and
look at his flowers and buy
flowers from him.”

The Ziegenbeins live
in Cumming and have their
second home in Blairsville,
and Mrs. Ziegenbein added
that “any time we’re up, we
try to make it to the Farmers
Market.”

Will and Jennifer Kerr
of Mountain View Farms got
a kick out of the festive at-
mosphere of Ramp Day at
the market, and they brought
a new offering of their own.
Mountain View Farms is
known for its fresh eggs, milk
and produce, and now, they’re

A cast iron skillet of Fried Ramps and Taters. Photo/Travis Kerr

known for their fresh meats.

“This is our first year
with fresh meats,” said Mrs.
Kerr, pointing out that they
grow their own corn to make
feed and don’t use any com-
mercial fertilizer. “We have
the animals slaughtered and
we sell it all natural. It’s US-
DA-inspected beef, pork and
chicken.”

Mrs. Kerr was espe-
cially excited on Saturday be-
cause, for the first time since
last market season ended, she

said she was able to offer all-
natural products to her market
customers, and by extension,
the people of Union County
and surrounding areas.

To get to know other
market vendors, make sure to
attend the annual Strawberry
Day/Beef Appreciation Day
on Saturday, May 7, from 10
am. to 2 p.m. at the Union
County Farmers Market.

The grand opening for
the market will be Saturday,
June 4.
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longer worry about breath-
ing. We focus on circulating
the blood with chest com-
pressions.”

Derrick Moody of Air
Life was on hand to discuss
the free Medical Helicop-
ter Family Memberships
that were arranged in a joint
partnership between Union
County and Union General
Hospital. And there’s still
time to sign up for that free
insurance, with applications
available at the hospital and
library, and even online, with
a deadline of May 15.

Several services are
new to Union General and
were on display for the fair,
including the wound care
center, which will soon be
opening with its hyper-
baric chamber to encourage
wounds to heal faster and
better.

There is also a new
plastic surgeon in residence,

Dr. Edwin C. Pound, who
said he does it all — from
reconstructive  surgery to
cosmetics and everything in
between.

“It’s just a good thing
for the public,” said Hospital
CEO Lewis Kelley, discuss-
ing the fair. “A lot of people
can come by, get tested at a
real reduced cost. We always
find somebody during these
health fairs that is in bad
shape and needs immediate
assistance. So it’s a good
public service, and we like
showing off our hospital,
and we like telling people
about what we can do.”

UGH Chief Nursing
Officer Julia Barnett coordi-
nated the event, which fea-
tured dozens of vendors and
hospital staff, plus hundreds
of dollars in medical test-
ing savings for the average
would-be patient.

“We want to provide

services for people that
might not otherwise get them
done,” said Barnett. “Our
staff volunteers, physicians
volunteer, so it’s 100 percent
volunteers, everybody that’s
here providing these services
for the community today.”

Linda Maddox, who
said she’s attended the fair
every year for going on four
decades, visited this year’s
fair with her two daughters,
Emily and Star.

“It’s a lifesaver,” Mad-
dox said of the fair. “It en-
ables me to get tests done
and checks that I otherwise
wouldn’t be able to afford to
do. And it’s all consolidated
so that I can come to one
place. They’re all very help-
ful, they’re friendly, it helps
people be aware of things,
and I even learned a couple
of things today that I didn’t
even know anything about,
so it’s educational also.”
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Excellence in Organic
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Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

FREE y
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Declare your financial

independence. Call today.
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

706-745-9596
% 7 Full Service Automotive Shop

Tires + Brakes » O|| Changes» AI|gnments EnglneRepalrs and more
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Misty Garrison * Lisa Harris

935 Murphy Hwy.
706-745-3378

ORTGAGE

FINANCIAL GROUP, INC

If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
253 E. Hwy 515 Suite D « Blairsville, Ga 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

o 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

required.

Daily or Weekly
Beginning June 6
Get up to $50 off*

Complete hands-on experience with
horses and riding. *See website for
discount details. Advance reservations

- Horse Camp -

Summer at Trackrock Stahles

706-745-5252

www.TrackrockStables.com

DIVISION INC.

70644002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL
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HEARING AID

SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist
411D HicHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRSVILLE, GA

ENSLEY USIC

COMPANY

BOB'S \PAWNH SHOPM

Ile

www.blairsvillepawn.com s PH.706-745-2132

243 BLUE RIDGE ST
BLAIRSVILLE, GA 30512

J'&‘?l Grading, Land Clearing, 12
Septic Systems, Retaining Walls

Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape

Bringing the Landscape Creativity
of Atlanta to the Mountains!

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431

Moore Insurance Serv1ces Inc.

Cindy Byers, Producer
458 Hwy 515 E, Suite B, Blairsville
cindy@moore-insurance.com

\_ Office: 706-781-3000 « Cell: 706-897-0640 Y,

Lucretia Collins

mountainandlakerealty.com

(706) 781-5698 Cell
(706) 745-8097 Office

253 E. Hwy. 515, Suite B
Blairsville GA

* REAMIX

Yown & Gountry

Dana O’Donoghue

danao@remax .net * NorthEastGeorgiaProperties.com
“Your North Georgia Real Estate Concierge”
(561) 346-0613 Cell
(706) 745-8097 Office

253 E. Hwy. 515, Suite B,
Blairsville GA

* REAMIX
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Paint & Staining Specialist » 25 Years Experience!

RESERVE NOW fror

Spring & Summer Exterior
Painting and Staining!
Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties
blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409

Installing
Insulation

FREE Maﬁel:ials
ESTIMATES Furnished

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

Hanging
Sheetrock

Finishing
Texturing

706-745-5307

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Consolidation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
ial (orporatlon NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.
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