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stand that when lives are on
the line, money is the last thing
on our minds. However, often
times after a traumatic life-
altering event, patients are left
with costly transport bills to be
paid. This partnership will re-
lieve citizens of such a burden
and will be a great asset to all
Union County citizens. But you
must apply to be covered.

“The county and Union
General Hospital are very
pleased to be a part of this joint
cost-sharing event to provide
Union County residents with
an opportunity to save thou-
sands of dollars should the need
arise that they need air ambu-
lance service,” Union County
Sole Commissioner Lamar
Paris said. If you already have
a membership with Erlanger/

Life Force, it is strongly rec-
ommended to maintain cover-
age with these organizations
as well. For instance, if the Air
Methods helicopter (the one
stationed at UGH) is being used
with another patient, a differ-
ent helicopter company will be
called in for help. If you do not
have a membership with the
other helicopter company that
is brought in, then you could
incur bills for their services that
your insurance does not cover.

UGH is continuously
looking for ways to better serve
our community. They are proud
to partner with Air Methods as
their air medical helicopter of
choice for many reasons.

The main reason is safe-
ty. Air Methods is the first Air
Medical Provider to enter into

the FAA SMS program (Safe-
ty Management System) and
holds the highest level currently
across the nation. Air Methods
has invested a lot of time, effort
and money into their one-of-a-
kind safety program.

Air Methods is placing a
Brand New Bell 407 GXP He-
licopter at UGH with state-of-
the-art safety features.

Air Methods transports
patients to all hospitals within
our Region including: Chat-
tanooga, Knoxville, Asheville,
Gainesville, Atlanta, Greenville

.. etc. Patients are transported
to the most appropriate health-
care facility based on their spe-
cific level of need.

Air Methods is bringing
more than 140 years of clinical
experience and 69 years of crit-
ical care experience that will be
onboard 24/7.

In order to take advan-

tage of this free and exclusive
membership with Omni Ad-
vantage an application must
be filled out. One application
covers your entire immediate
family. Membership applica-
tions will be available at UGH’s
upcoming Health Fair on Satur-
day, April 30th from 6 a.m.— 10
a.m. They can also be picked
up or dropped off at UGH’s
Main Entrance and at the Union
County Public Library. These
applications are also avail-
able online and can be printed
off Union General’s website
--  www.uniongeneralhospital.
com/helicopter-membership-
application.

The deadline to turn in
all completed membership ap-
plications is Sunday, May 15th.

For any questions, please
contact Leslie Daniel at (706)-
745-2050.

Convict.

years old. The crimes occurred
on two different dates in July
2013 in Union County.

The Union County
jury quickly came back on
Wednesday, April 20 with a
guilty verdict before Superior
Court Judge Stan Gunter.

Nickols was ordered
by Judge Gunter to be placed
into custody by the Union
County Sheriff’s Office until
sentencing. Sentencing will
be set down for a hearing at
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the Union County Courthouse
immediately following a pre-
sentence investigation being
conducted by probation.

Due to the severity of
the sexual conduct found in
the first two counts, Nichols
faces a minimum state prison
sentence of 25 years incarcer-
ation, with a maximum of life
in state prison, and will be re-
quired to register as a sex of-
fender for the rest of his life.

At the conclusion of the

case, Enotah Judicial Circuit
District Attorney Jeff Langley
thanked his entire trial team
for this difficult and complex
case.

“I especially want to
thank Buck Levins, the lead
prosecutor on the case, and the
team that assisted him: Assis-
tant District Attorney Chase
G. Queen, Investigator Kenny
Crook, and Victim Witness
Advocate Holly J. McCollum.
I also want to thank Investiga-
tor Andrew Hammond (Union
County Sheriff’s Office) for

his excellent work on the case.
This difficult case has brought
justice for two young abused
children.”

Investigator Hammond
said it was a team effort to
bring Nickols to justice.

“It was definitely a team
effort,” Hammond said. “Pros-
ecutors, law enforcement and
all the witnesses helped seal a
conviction.”

Nickols is being held in
the Union County Jail pend-
ing final sentencing by Judge
Gunter.
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working around the clock to
keep our lights on, even in ex-
treme weather conditions.”

BRMEMC linemen Brad
Wilson, Leslie Groves, Fred
Gray, Travis Lunsford, Colton
Payne and Eddy Partin were on
hand for the official signing of
the legislation into law by Gov.
Deal.

House Bill 767 requires
motorists approaching utility
linemen at an active work site,
as indicated by traffic cones or
flashing lights, to change lanes

or reduce their speed to a rea-
sonable and proper speed be-
low the posted speed limit.
White is the light color
that denotes utility workers in
the process of their duties. Any
motorist who does not change
lanes or drop their speed to
avoid the utility workers can be
fined up to $250 per incident.
The new bill, effective
July 1, applies to all types
of utility workers, including
electric, natural gas, cable and
telecommunications workers,

right-of-way crews or utility
contractors.

The law asks motorists
to make a lane change into a
lane not adjacent to the towing,
recovery, or highway main-
tenance, or utility service ve-
hicle if possible in the existing
safety and traffic conditions; or
if a lane change would be im-
possible, prohibited by law, or
unsafe, reduce the speed of the
motor vehicle to a reasonable
and proper speed for the exist-
ing road and traffic conditions

and be prepared to stop.

“Hopefully this legisla-
tion brings awareness to mo-
torists that depending on the
emergency situation, they will
give the situation the room
it needs,” Sen. Gooch said.
“That was the reason for the
bill. Our utility crews work a
lot of crazy hours - at night,
during storms, during all sorts
of extreme weather. We want
to do everything we can to try
to protect them.”

Firearms Conceal Carry Class open to the public sponsored by UCSO

On April 28,2016 start-
ing at 6:30 p.m., with a Meet
and Greet, the Union County
Sheriff’s Office will sponsor
a Firearms Conceal & Carry
Class. The class is open to the
public and free of charge. The
actual class will start at 7 p.m.
and last until 8 p.m.

This event will be held
at the Haralson Memorial
Civic Center, 165 Wellborn
Street, Blairsville, GA.

Additionally to the
class open to the public, all
active duty law enforcement
officers are invited. There will
be one hour of P.O.S.T. credit
for all active duty law enforce-
ment officers who attend. This
will also be a great opportunity
to meet and interact with your

T

Staff Sgt. Billy Purcell

local law enforcement person-
nel.

The training will be
conducted by Staff Sgt. Billy
Purcell of the Union County
Sheriff’s office. Sgt. Purcell
has over 30 years of law en-
forcement experience, includ-
ing a Georgia P.O.S.T. certi-
fied instructor with Firearms
and Defensive Tactics as his
major course of instruction,
Sgt. Purcell was Senior In-
structor from 1986 to 2010 at
Abraham Baldwin Agriculture
College Police Academy and
in addition, he was the Assis-
tant Director of the Academy
from 2002 to 2010.

Staff Sgt. Purcell has
a degree in Criminal Justice
and has graduated from the
Professional Management
Program, Command College

and also a graduate of the
prestigious Federal Bureau
of Investigations National
Academy 159th Session. In
addition to his law enforce-
ment service and education,
he was one of the few officers
selected to travel to Israel and
serve as a Law Enforcement
Exchange Officer.

The invitation for this
community event is open to
the public. The training will
cover “Do’s and Don’ts” for
conceal carry and provide you
an overview of how you can
legally defend yourself and
your property as a citizen.

No firearm is required.
We will be looking forward to
seeing you there. nap27z9ca
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WAZOO! QUILTING

onlru

Excellence in Organic Hair Care

706-781-3015 * 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter « Sasha Watson

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

(VS ENETVINSEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706:835-1209 f

Declare your financial

independence. Call today.

~ Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

706-745-9596
"7 Full Service Automotive Shop
Tires » Brakes « Oil Changes « Alignments « Engine Repairs » and more

Synthetic Oil
Ch ge $39.95

05 o15. + FILTER

MondayFiday 8:30aM - 5pm « Saturday 9am - 1pm « Closed Sunday
2307 Murphy Highway « Blairsville, GA

SAL()N&B()UTIQUE

Misty Garrison * Lisa Harris

935 Murphy Hwy.
706-745-3378

ORTGAGE

FINANCIAL GROUP, INC

If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
253 E. Hwy 515 Suite D « Blairsville, Ga 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w” 106-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

required.

- Horse Camp -

Summer at Trackrock Stables

Daily or Weekly
Beginning June 6

Get up to $50 off*

706-745-5252

Complete hands-on experience with
horses and riding. *See website for
discount details. Advance reservations

DIVISION INC.

706440092988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResigential

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist
411D HicHwAY 515 ¢ BLaRsviLLE, GA

ENSLEY MUsIC

COMPANY

BOB'S

|PAWN

SHOPM

www.blairsvillepawn.com s PH.706-745-2192

Tio

PH.706-745-2192

243 BLUE RIDGE ST
BLAIRSVILLE, GA 30512

e

ALLIED DEVELO

{8, Grading, Land Clearing, 1\
Septic Systems, Retaining Walls

Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape

Bringing the Landscape Creativity
of Atlanta to the Mountains!

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431

Moore Insurance Serv1ces Inc.

Cindy Byers, Producer
458 Hwy 515 E, Suite B, Blairsville
cindy@moore-insurance.com

k Office: 706-781-3000 « Cell: 706-897-0640 )

Lucretia Collins

mountainandlakerealty.com

(706) 781-5698 Cell
(706) 745-8097 Office

253 E. Hwy. 515, Suite B,
Blairsville GA
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