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states to serve as president, so
they nominated me,” Rogers
said.

NOCAD?’s mission is to
generate revenue and provide
active support to the member
states for the benefit of their
high schools’ multi-faceted
student-related activities and
athletic programs.

Currently 40 states from
Connecticut to Hawaii are
involved with NOCAD.

Rogers' term began with

his election in January and
will last until next January's
national meeting, which is
made up of the Executive
Directors of all the member
states.

“Every January we hold
our national board meeting
of all the member states in
America, and I'll conduct that
meeting,” said Rogers, when
asked what his job as president
entailed. “I will also work with
the Executive Director (Phil

Weaver of North Carolina) on
issues such as insurance and
sponsorships.”

Rogers becomes just the
second coach from Georgia,
alongside Ray Broadway, to
be selected as President of
NOCAD. The GACA, which
dates back to 1938, is the
oldest coaches association in
the nation. In the 78 years the
GACA has been in existence,
Rogers is only the fifth
Executive Director. He was
selected as Vice President
of the NOCAD at the 2015
national meeting in Annapolis,
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Cop” Christmas program,
the Union County Sheriff’s
Office’s annual “Give-a-
Gift for Christmas,” local
scholarships for graduating
seniors, as well as the Cruisers
own “Shop with a Cruiser,”
which treats the younger kids
to Merry Christmas.

Cruise-ins on the Square
take place around the Historic
Union County Courthouse and
are always the third Saturday of
the month, while the Blairsville
Cruisers’ Cruise-in at the
Farmers Market takes place
the first Friday of the month,
from 5 p.m. until § p.m.

This year, the Cruisers
kicked off their first event of
the season on Friday, April 1,
at the Union County Famers
Market. And despite the threat
of rain, car enthusiasts and
charitable persons alike still
showed up to show off or
admire the various hot rods,
street rods, classics and more.

“I think everybody is
glad to get their old cars out
and enjoy them a little bit,” said
Charlie Brown, vice president
of the Cruisers.

Of course, this was the
first time since October that the
Cruisers had hosted the weekly
event at the Farmers Market,
and everyone was excited to be
back in the swing of things.

“We’ve been members
for about five years, but
we’ve been involved with
cars for a long time,” said
Donna Howell, who drove to
the show from Young Harris
with her husband Steve in
their screaming yellow 1931
Pontiac coupe. “The Cruisers
also do a Cruise-in twice a year
at the Union County Nursing
Home, and the residents there
vote on all the trophies and
everything.

“And that’s the greatest
thing, because you pull up
and a lot of them remember,
especially the cars from the
‘30s and ‘40s. They get so
excited when they come out,
and then they start talking
about where they were when
they rode in this car, and it’s
just so much fun. It lets them
re-live a fun part of their
lives and share stories with
people.”

Pete Barley, president
of the Blairsville Cruisers,
has been busy since February
promoting the club and getting
things ready for the yearly
kickoff of festivities at the
Farmers Market.

“We’re glad to be out,
and we’re glad we can still
be able to do what we can do
for everybody in town, and in
the community,” said Barley.
“We’re looking forward to a
good year this year. We have
some new sponsors this year,
and lots of people help us
out.”

Brad Betters, owner of
the Biker Barn off Ivy Log and
129 North, has been a Cruisers
sponsor for several years now,
and is a partner in putting on a
Fourth of July show.

“All the money goes to
the local kids,” said Betters.
“Everybody works all year
to raise money by raffling the

car, and all the money goes
toward needy families with
kids. There are a lot of kids
that really need help, and
these guys do a great job with
helping them out.”

Tom Bruce of
Blairsville brought his 1966
Ford Mustang, which he’s
owned for about 10 years now.
Bruce is a former president of
the Cruisers.

“Over the years I’ve
had other Mustangs, going
back to the early ‘70s, and 1
used to drag race them,” said
Bruce. “So I've always been
interested in old cars. We just
enjoy doing these things for
mostly what the club does for
kids — the Shop with a Cop and
all the good we do in town.
That’s really our passion. But
it’s good to get out and talk
to people, and it’s just a fun
thing to do.”

Fund Raiser for Scholarships

$5 Jewelry and accesso-
ries sale. Something new and
exciting this Spring! You must
see to believe! Experience
the frenzy! Back by popular
request! Masquerade™ , $5
Jewelry and Accessories sale.
Mark your calendar today!

The sale will be held
Thursday and Friday, April
21st and 22nd. Thursday 11
a.m. - 7 p.m. and on Friday 7
a.m. -4 p.m.,at Union General
Hospital, in the Old Lobby —
Deep South Farm Road side

of building. Sponsored by the
UGH Auxiliary (volunteers),
to raise funds for student
scholarships who are training
in a health care related field of
study.

Cash and credit/debit
cards accepted. We always
appreciate  your  support!
Please tell your friends about
the sale! If you need more
information, contact 706 745-
2111 and ask for the Auxiliary
Desk.

Maryland.

“The Executive Board
of the NOCAD meets and they
decide who they are going
to nominate as president,
they nominated me, and I
was elected by a unanimous
vote.”

Rogers served as Union
County High School Athletic
Director and its Head Football
Coach until his retirement in

1994. He took over the head
coaching position in 1980 and
won a team-record 54 games —
a total that wasn't broken until
one of his very own former
players named Brian Allison
passed him in 2012.

Rogers' teams won
nine games in 1983 and eight
games in 1984 and 1985. He
also coached boys and girls
basketball at UCHS.

In 1997-98 he led the
Union County boys basketball
team to a 24-2 record and
an 8-A North Sub-Region
Championship - in a season
that saw the Panthers win 20
straight games.

In 1965 as a player at
UCHS, Rogers was named
by the Atlanta Journal
Constitution as an All State
Honorable Mention selection.
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WAZOO! QUILTING

@

onlru

Excellence in Organic Hair Care

706-781-3015 * 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter « Sasha Watson

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

(VS ENETVINSEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706:835-1209 f

Declare your financial

independence. Call today.

~ Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

RECOVy,
O 0V
MM

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

706-745-9596
"7 Full Service Automotive Shop
Tires » Brakes « Oil Changes « Alignments « Engine Repairs » and more
4l Conventional Oil
Change $29.9

*up 10 5 015. + FILTER
Monday-Friday 8:30am - 5pm « Saturday 9am - 1pm « Closed Sunday
2307 Murphy Highway « Blairsville, GA

Synthetic Oil
hange $39.95"

*up 10 5 015. + FILTER

SAL()N&B()UTIQUE

Misty Garrison * Lisa Harris

935 Murphy Hwy.
706-745-3378

FINANCIAL GROUP, INC

MORTGAGE

If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
253 E. Hwy 515 Suite D « Blairsville, Ga 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

- Southeast Geothermal
& & Spray Foam

w” 106-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

required.

- Horse Camp -

Summer at Trackrock Stables

Daily or Weekly
Beginning June 6

Get up to $50 off*

706-745-5252

Complete hands-on experience with
horses and riding. *See website for
discount details. Advance reservations

DIVISION INC.

706440092988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResigential

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist
411D HicHwAY 515 ¢ BLaRsviLLE, GA

~ PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville areal!
Contact Joe Collins
706-835-8769
~N ©Or 706-745-6343

{8, Grading, Land Clearing, 1\
Septic Systems, Retaining Walls

Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape

Bringing the Landscape Creativity
of Atlanta to the Mountains!

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431

Moore Insurance Serv1ces Inc.

Cindy Byers, Producer
458 Hwy 515 E, Suite B, Blairsville
cindy@moore-insurance.com

k Office: 706-781-3000 « Cell: 706-897-0640 )

Lucretia Collins

mountainandlakerealty.com

(706) 781-5698 Cell
(706) 745-8097 Office

253 E. Hwy. 515, Suite B,
Blairsville GA
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