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needs with Sen. Gooch, who 
in turn will reach out to Geor-
gia Gov. Nathan Deal for sup-
port for the local municipal 
airport.
 The City of Blairsville 
has received funding for 
Phase I site development for 
the North Terminal of Blairs-
ville Municipal Airport. 
 Those funds amount 
to  $866,060.31 and are split 
between $784,164 from the 
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, $39,516 from the Georgia 
Department of Transportation, 
and $42,380.31 from the city's 
match.
 That funding is being 
used for site development that 
include alleviating safety is-
sues for Instrument Approach 
at the Blairsville Municipal 
Airport. 
 Mayor Conley says the 
new terminal, estimated to 

be 5,000 square feet of space, 
will move airport operations 
from the current location off 
Old Highway 76 to Georgia 
515.
 The cost of complet-
ing the project is estimated at 
$850,000 to $900,000. 
 The project is all about 
moving local airport opera-
tions into the 21st century.
 Blairsville Municipal 
Airport is a destination air-
port, with tourists and business 
folks flying into the airport 
from all over the Southeast. 
 It's a free enterprise air-
port, meaning the money it 
generates goes back into the 
City Airport Fund, not into the 
general fund.
 “We pay for ourselves,” 
Airport Manager John Ham-
ler said. “We operate in the 
black and pay for everything 
associated with the airport. 

It's sometimes hard for people 
to understand, but we're not a 
tap on city finances.”
 The airport serves a re-
gional audience of more than 
80,000 people. There are 66 
aircraft that are lodged at the 
airport, with a capacity for 
more than 200 additional air-
craft.
 “The completion of the 
North Terminal facility will 
help the city and the county 
become strengthened players 
in attracting economic devel-
opment,” Mayor Conley said. 
“The Blairsville Municipal 
Airport will become an in-
creased economic engine for 
Union County as anything 
else we could do.
 “It's right where all the 
(Union County) Develop-
ment Authority property is,” 
he said. “And to make it even 
more of an economic devel-

opment asset, we're working
on making the airport instru-
ment approach accessable to
the airport.”
 The project will include
adding more touches through
2014.
 “All of our operations
at the Blairsville Municipal
Airport will be moved to the
North Terminal,” Mayor Con-
ley said. “The current terminal
is one of the old houses that 
were condemned years ago
from the Airport Road project
and moved there to use as a 
terminal.
 “We've got a facility
that people love to come to,
and with a new North Termi-
nal, we'll have an airport that
more people will be able to
access,” Mayor Conley said.
“It's an economic driver that
we fully intend to utilize in
the future.”

problems. Parkinson's Disease 
is more common in older peo-
ple, with most cases occurring 
after the age of 50, he said.
 “It’s a progressive dis-
ease,” Esposito recently told 
a crowd attending the Union 
County Commission meet-
ing. “It’s going to get worse 
and there is no known drug or 
therapy that will slow, stop or 
prevent the disease.
 “There is no cure,” he 
said.

 Parkinson’s Disease 
came into the national spot-
light after actor Michael J. 
Fox and boxer Muhammad 
Ali were diagnosed with the 
disease.
 Fox was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s in 1991, and dis-
closed his condition to the 
public in 1998. 
 Fox semi-retired from 
acting in 2000 as the symp-
toms of his disease worsened. 
 He has since become an 

advocate for research toward 
finding a cure; he has created 
the Michael J. Fox Foundation 
with that purpose in mind. 
 Thanks to Fox, research 
is helping those afflicted with 
the disease, Esposito said.
 “I don’t foresee a cure 
in my lifetime, but, it’s pos-
sible,” he said.
 Union County Sole 
Commissioner Lamar Paris 
declared April as Parkinson’s 
Awareness Month in Union 

County. 
 Esposito accepted the
proclamation on behalf of
the Blairsville affiliate of the
Georgia Chapter of the Ameri-
can Parkinson’s Disease Asso-
ciation.
 Before he departed,
Esposito had a gift for Paris,
a therapeutic guide to Parkin-
son’s Disease. Paris donated
the book to the Union County
Library.

5 & 10 building, currently 
under restoration by new 
owner Chris Ladle. 
 Restoration of the 
Haralson Law Office, which 
also served as the Law Of-
fice of his son-in-law, Ben 
Carr, marks yet another 
crown jewel for Downtown, 
Blairsville Mayor Jim Con-
ley said.
 “This is wonderful 
news,” Mayor Conley told 
the crowd attending Sat-
urday’s Open House and 
Fundraiser. “This is yet 
another preservation of the 
history that we who live in 
Blairsville and Union Coun-
ty treasure so fondly.”
 Union County Sole 
Commissioner Lamar Paris 
praised the Historical Soci-
ety for its continued preser- vation of local history. 

 “When the courthouse 
got in such bad condition, 
everybody decided it need-
ed to be torn down,” Paris 
said. “It took some people 
here who really cared about 
our history, to step up and 
be able to save the court-
house. I’ve heard a lot of 
names mentioned today, but 
Ann and Maurice Farabee 
were probably two people 
that worked really hard to 
get the work done. There 
is so much work that got 
done at this courthouse that 
wouldn’t have been done 
without them.”
 Another name that 
rings a bell with the Histori-
cal Society is Loretta Honea, 
who passed away Jan. 6.
 Loretta spent much of 
her 16 years in North Geor-
gia on Blairsville’s Wilson 
Mountain, with her husband 
(high school sweetheart), 
Larry Honea, who was a 
building contractor. Larry 
and Loretta were together 
for five decades before he 
passed away in 2006.
 Upon her arrival to 
Union County, she immedi-
ately involved herself with 
the Union County Histori-
cal Society where she vol-
unteered to set up many of 
the displays you see there 
today, as well as spending 
countless hours researching 
and cataloging records for 
the Society.
 Loretta bequeathed 
a substantial amount from 
her estate to the Histori-

cal Society so the Society 
could continue its mission 
of historical preservation, 
JoAnne Leone, a caretaker 
for Loretta Honea, told the 
Saturday crowd.
 “We wouldn’t be 
standing here today if it 
were not for good people 
like Loretta Honea,” Akins 
said. “We’re proud to move 
forward as a Society to pre-

serve the history of Blairs-
ville and Union County.”
 After the announce-
ments, the Society served
up some hamburgers and
hot dogs and the Downtown 
Square was blessed with the
splendid sounds of moun-
tain music, all compliments
of the Union County His-
torical Society.

Big News...from Page 1A 

son Greg were the brain trust 
behind the beauty outside the 
Historic Courthouse. 
 They began a profes-
sional landscaping business.
 Ray Payne started grow-
ing rhododendrons and hostas 
more than 30 years ago. 
 On Saturday, the Union 
County High School Class of 
1956 dedicated a “Rhodi” in 
Ray Payne’s honor. 
 A plaque also was 
placed in front of the “Rho-
di,” or rhododendron in Ray's 
memory.
 “In memory of Ray 
Payne, the Class of 1956 has 
set out one of his ‘Rhodis,’” 
Akins said. “We’re so grateful 
for Ray Payne. He has done 
so many projects for Union 
County; he was truly a trea-
sure for Union County.”
 Ray Payne’s wife Dot, 
daughter Gwen, and son Greg 
were on hand for the ceremony.

Ray Payne... 
continued from Page 1A

Raven and Red perform at Saturday's Historical Society Open House. Brittany Jones and Mitchell Lane 
make up the performing duo. Their performance was well received. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

4_9_2A.indd   14_9_2A.indd   1 4/7/14   4:21:56 PM4/7/14   4:21:56 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


