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she elaborated. “He’s been
running Cross Country since
junior high, and this is his first
year running track.”

Normally, the operat-
ing budget of the Community
Council is funded by gifts
from friends in the region
through an annual campaign.

This year, the council
decided to try something a lit-
tle different with the SK. Tony
Dyer, a Community Council
member volunteer, said he
hopes it will be “the first of
many.”

Interim Superintendent
of the GMREC Ray Coving-
ton added, “I want to thank
the Union County government
for giving us the facility to use
today, but our ultimate goal is
to put it on our campus.”

The money from the 5K
is necessary, because the GM-
REC funds multiple projects.
In fiscal year 2013 and 2014,

more than 4,600 students and
adults in the region benefited
from the Council’s programs.

“Without events like
this, we couldn’t offer North-
east Georgia what we do. It’s
funded totally by the public,”

P

said Dyer.

Volunteers work through
three program committees —
Education, Outreach and Pres-
ervation — to fulfill the goals of
the GMREC.

The preservation com-
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mittee educates the public
about the importance of pre-
serving the incredible diver-
sity of native plant species
living in our Southern Appa-
lachian Mountain region. The
Experiment Station’s grounds

cover 415 acres of orchards,
test plots, pasture land, speci-
men and preservation gardens,
historic sites and forests.

The GMREC also edu-
cates children and adults in
water conservation, responsi-
ble stewardship, and resource
management. The programs
for adults are needs-based,
but the programs for children
vary by grade. For example,
kindergarteners go through
the Johnny Appleseed pro-
gram, which teaches the im-
portance of the apple industry
to North Georgia.

Kids also get to experi-
ence working with scientists
in the field. For instance, a
popular event last year includ-
ed a demonstration of seismic
activity.

“The kids actually cre-
ated an earthquake, a tremor,
and had the technical equip-
ment right there for the kids to

actually see,” said Covington.

“We have a facility for
helping education and agro-
nomic development, and I just
want to bring people up there
and show them that,” said Cov-
ington. “And the council helps
me do that through the pres-
ervation program, and having
the kids come out there.”

Dyer said the overall
benefit the community re-
ceives from the Experiment
Station is the greatest reward.

“The best thing for me
is seeing the benefits that our
community gets from the
center, which, by the way, is
the oldest experiment station
owned by UGA,” said Dyer.
“They’ve got experiment sta-
tions statewide. Our center is
the oldest, got a lot of tradi-
tion, and for us to continue
with that, and to give that to
the citizens, that’s enough re-
ward for me.”
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people, but it’s open to any-
body that likes to come.”

Each year, the recre-
ation department hosts the
egg hunt on the Saturday be-
fore Easter weekend.

“This is something
we’ve been doing for about
10 years now,” said Conley,
who has been with the depart-
ment for seven years. “United
Community Bank is a sponsor
— they give us a little money to
help pay for the eggs. This is
something we do for the com-
munity to let them know we
appreciate them and get them
out. Unfortunately, we can’t
control the weather.”

Preparation for the
event calls for letting the
grass grow up some in order
to help camouflage the eggs,
and Conley and volunteers
show up about an hour and a
half before the hunt kicks off
to scatter the eggs.

“Typically, they pick
them up quicker than we can
put them out,” said Conley.
“It’s like a vacuum. There will
be one or two eggs the mow-
ers will find when they’re
out there mowing, but for the
most part, they pretty well
wipe it clean.”

The hunt was organized
into age groups: 4 and under,
5 through 8 and 9 through 12.
At the end of the hunt, boys
and girls from each age group
were given raffle tickets for a
chance to win age-appropriate
Easter baskets featuring toys
and candy.

This year’s winners
were Luke Barnett and Kyla
Shumaker, Seth Rutan and
Lacey Newton, and Braxton
Hooper and Kelly Patterson.

“Considering the weath-
er, I think it went over pretty
well,” said Conley. “We get
some people that come to this
that normally don’t come to
Meeks Park. This is the only
event they may come for, and
they’re not involved in our
sports programs and things
like that, but they do come out
for the Easter egg hunt.”

The week after spring
break, the recreation depart-
ment will begin its regular
season spring sports pro-
grams.

“We’ll have games go-
ing on, baseball and softball,
ages 12U and 10U,” said Con-
ley. “We even go as low as
3- and 4-year-olds, our little
Smart Start program.”

Sheriff’s Sale in April

Union County Sheriff Mack Mason asks read-
ers to pay close attention to this week's Legal Ad-
vertisements beginning on Page 5B.

Inside today's legal section are details on how
to acquire this 4-wheel drive tractor, 3.3 acres of
property and a Kawasaki Mule.

It is all part of an advertised Sheriff's Sale of
these seized items. Turn to the Legal Advertise-

ments for more details.
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Trackrock Stables

TIME TO SIGN UP THE KIDS UP
FOR HORSE CAMP CHECK
TRACKROCK.COM FOR DATES

TRAIL RIDES, LESSONS, BOARDING
$5 LOCAL DISCOUNT

For reservations call 706-745-5252
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2413 US Hwy. 76 W, Hiawassee, GA
Thursday - Saturday 10 am to 5 pm

LIED DEVELOPMENTS, INC.

{§,, Grading, Land Clearing, 1igy
Septic Systems, Retaining Walls

Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape

Bringing the Landscape Creativity
of Atlanta to the Mountains!

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431
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Wine Tasting! Fine Selection of Quality Clgars'

706-745-WINE (9463)

64 BRACKETTS WAY, BLAIRSVILLE, GA
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Need directions to your
financial destination?

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Brokérégé
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com

New Year!!
New Owner!!
New Prices!!

SunSations

A Tanning Salon
Py 4 706-745-8267
19 Cobalt Street Suite 3,
Blairsville, Ga 30512

DIVISION INC.

) 706+400+2988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL
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HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * HiawAssee, GA
294 Hwy. 515 Suite B ¢ BLAIRSVILLE, GA

ORTGAGE

FINANCIAL GROUP, INC

If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
566 Murphy Rd, Suite 102 < Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com * www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

706-745-9596
% 7 Full Service Automotive Shop

Tires + Brakes » Oil Changes « Alignments « EngmeRepalrs andmo

Monday-Friday 8:30am - 5pm « Saturday 9A Tpm+ Closed Sunday
2307 Murphy Highway « Blairsville, GA
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706-745-6918

19 Cobalt Street #7, Blairsville, GA 30512
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm ¢ Sunday 10am-4pm
in front of the Blairsville Post Office, off Young Harris Street
www.fabricsgaloreandquiltingstore.com

Charlie’s
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Holsters - Knife
Belts - Bible Covers
Repairs & much more

Hand Made To Order

770.533.0300
Blairsville Ga.



