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Pre-K...from Page 1A

Pre-K classroom space is nec-
essary.”

Steppe talked with
Bright From The Start, Geor-
gia’s Early Care and Learning
program, and was told that
Union County is a Priority |
County, meaning the Pre-K
program is underserved.

The school system has
prepared a grant that could
fund an additional classroom.
The cost would be $100,000
for teacher, paraprofessional,
and classroom equipment,
Steppe said.

“There’s a good chance
that we can get funding, but I
can’t guarantee that,” Steppe
told the BOE.

“We know the children
served by the Pre-K program,
that it helps them later on,”
Steppe said. “If it was up to
me, I’d have every 4-year-old
in the county in that program.

Board member Cynthia Byers and Chairman Gary Davenport

It’s important and it really
makes a huge difference.

“I’d like for you to
consider funding one or two
classrooms,” Steppe said. “I
think we’ll get enough chil-
dren to fill two classrooms.
I think it’s critical to do this,

and I know it’s a bit of a risk,
but I believe the more children
we can reach and get enrolled
in Pre-K will be benefited
overall.”

Associate  Superinten-
dent Dr. Jeremy Williams said
the program is only 7-to-10

Union County Schools Superintendent Gary Steppe

children away from justifying
a fourth classroom.

For parents who work
and transportation is an issue,
Union County Schools offers
transportation for Pre-K stu-
dents, Steppe told the BOE.

“That’s a big plus,”

Steppe said. “I don’t know
of any other Pre-K programs
that offer that. It’s a real plus
for the community to offer
the Pre-K program. It gets
the young kids off to a really
good start.”

BOE member Cynthia

Byers supports the Pre-K pro-
gram.

“I think there’s a need
and I think with additional
space, we’ll have a lot more
kids signing up,” she said.

“Financially, it’s a risk,
but I think it’s a risk worth
taking,” Steppe said. “We
may have to support this with
local funds, because we don’t
know if we’re going to get the
grant or not.”

“It’s something we
can’t afford not to do,” Byers
said. “This adds to our school
system.”

If your child, or a child
that you know is turning 4
years old on or before Sept.
1, and you’re interested in
enrolling your child in Union
County Schools Pre-K, call
(706) 835-4321, and ask for
Heather Byers.

HerOin Bust...from Page 1A

crave more. If he or she does
not get another fix, they be-
gin to experience withdrawal.
Withdrawal includes the ex-
treme physical and mental
symptoms, which are experi-
enced if the body is not sup-
plied again with the next dose
of heroin. Withdrawal symp-
toms include restlessness,

aches and pains in the bones,
diarrhea, vomiting and severe
discomfort, according to the
website.

The intense high a user
seeks lasts only a few minutes.
With continued use, the user
needs increasing amounts of
the drug just to feel “normal,”
according to the website.

Short-term effects in-
clude slowed breathing,
clouded mental functioning,
nausea and vomiting, seda-
tion; drowsiness, hypothermia
(body temperature lower than
normal), and coma or death
due to overdose, according to
the website.
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North Georgia News you will
find a vision survey that the
Chamber would encourage
you to fill out and send back to
the Chamber.

The Chamber of Com-
merce along with Union Coun-
ty, the City of Blairsville, and
the Union County Develop-
ment Authority are working on
a community branding project.

Under the professional
guidance of the University of
Georgia’s Carl Vinson Institute
of Government, the commu-
nity is in the middle of a col-
laborative effort that engages a
variety of public input, includ-

ing multiple focus group meet-
ings, committee meetings, and
interviews.

The survey consists of
seven simple questions and
asks for the valued opinions of
residents.

The process concludes
in an integrated document that
reflects the needs and desires
of the community through a
brand statement.

Williams said the project
will play a huge role in the fu-
ture direction of Union County.
She asks residents to complete
the short and anonymous sur-
vey.

The collective results
will be incorporated into the
final recommendations for the
community branding.

The survey can be ac-
cessed from the homepage of
our website at www.VisitBlairs-
villeGA.com, and on Page 1B
of today's North Georgia News.

The Chamber is also
happy to provide printed cop-
ies or e-mail you a direct link
to the survey.

To request additional in-
formation, please contact Tobie
Chandler at (706) 745-5789 or
tourism@blairsvillechamber.
com.
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the

Excellence in Organic

Hair Care
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706-781-3015 ° 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Connie Goodwin

Valorie Carter

For All Your Phatogmph y Needs
706-633-3396

307 D Cleveland St. Blairsville, Ga.

Back Door We've Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun
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Call us today - (877) 633-8186

TheMountainLifeTeam.com

KELLERWILLIAMS

REALTY PARTNERS
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S o Lock& Vault

(5625)

LOCKSMITH

1063 MurpHY HicHwAY Suite, 102 BLARSVILLE, GA.

CERTIFIED » BONDED ¢ INSURED

ALOA #27989

SAVTA #SR16562

706745 LOCK

www.safeguardlockandvault.com

Trackrock Stables

TIME TO SIGN UP THE KIDS UP
FOR HORSE CAMP CHECK
TRACKROCK.COM FOR DATES

TRAIL RIDES, LESSONS, BOARDING
$5 LOCAL DISCOUNT

For reservations call 706-745-5252

PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville areal!
Contact Joe Collins
706-835-8769
or 706-745-6343

%‘ Gradmg, Land CIearmg, 1%
Septic Systems, Retaining Walls

Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape

Bringing the Landscape Creativity
of Atlanta to the Mountains!

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431

WE’VE MOVED!

SHOPPE _

Wine Tasting! Fine Selection of Quality Clgars'

706-745-WINE (9463)

64 BRACKETTS WAY, BLAIRSVILLE, GA

MN____MN

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Are you invested properly?
Get a second opinion.

* Flip Varney
! Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Brokerage
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com

New Year!!
New Owner!!
New Prices!!

SunSations

Tanning Salon

706-745-8267
19 Cobalt Street Suite 3,
Blairsville, Ga 30512

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706+400+2988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResiaential

Affordable @

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * HiawAssee, GA
294 Hwy. 515 Suite B ¢ BLAIRSVILLE, GA

’ FINANCIAL GROUP, INC
If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
566 Murphy Rd, Suite 102 < Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com * www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

7106-745-9596

f Full Service Automotive Shop
 Tires Brakes +Oil Changes « Alignments « EngmeRepms andmo

Monday-Friday 8:30aM - 5pm « Saturday 9am - Tpm « Closed Sunday
2307 Murphy Highway « Blairsville, GA

> Fabrics ga@}'é""
amf Qui(ting Store

706-745-6918

19 Cobalt Street #7, Blairsville, GA 30512
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm * Sunday 10am-4pm
in front of the Blairsville Post Office, off Young Harris Street
www.fabricsgaloreandquiltingstore.com

Charlie’s
Custom =
#~ Leather

Holsters - Knife
Belts - Bible Covers
Repairs & much more

Hand Made To Order

770.533.0300
Blairsville Ga.




