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by Station 5 Rescue. They
took a boat out to the dock to
get the man and wife. They
had to bust through the ice to
get there and used a rope to
pull the boat back to shore. It
could have been a very tragic
incident and they were very
lucky. We had a fire call at the
same time this incident was
unfolding.”

Search and Rescue also
had come to the aid of two
hikers last week in separate

incidents, Chief Dyer said.

“We had two rescues
on the Appalachian Trail dur-
ing the snow,” he said. “We
had a 21-year-old who was at
a Trail shelter. We had to get
him off the AT because he was
close to hypothermia. It took
a while to get to him and get
him out.

“A second hiker was
having medical issues that
were compounded by the cold.
He walked out to a cabin be-

fore we could get to him. He
was picked up by Search and
Rescue,” Chief Dyer said.

Chief Dyer said that the
most recent round of snow
and ice was a challenge.

“But we spent a great
deal of time preparing and
planning. We were ready. We
had the operations center open
all week monitoring the situa-
tion and coordinating,” Chief
Dyer said. “We had only one
major fire and several minor

accidents during the course of
the winter weather events. The
road department did an excel-
lent job at clearing the road.
They had some help and I think
that is important to report.

“I am very proud of our
department, and I am proud of
their hard work and dedica-
tion and the work done in tan-
dem with other public safety
workers. All were tired by the
end of the week and it took a
while to rest and recover.”
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careful, and hopefully we’ll
get through this next round,
should it happen.”

Commissioner  Paris
said the recent weather events
have impacted local business-
es because people justcouldn’t
get out to do business.

said she knew that everyone
was busy and she didn’t want
to bother anyone,” Commis-
sioner Paris said. “We made
sure we took care of her, and
we’ll be looking out for her in
the future.”

Not everyone was upset
by the snow. Many took ad-
vantage of the weather event
to build snowmen, and snow

sculptures. Some used the op-
portunity to break out their
sleds.

The Tanner Family took
first place in the Third Annual
Blairsville Snowman Contest.
The Tanner Family was one
of 186 entrants to the contest,
with more than 12,500 voters
from across the United States
and Canada.

“It’s easy to tell every-
body to stay at home. And
if they’re staying at home,
they’re not going to the gro-
cery store, they’re not going
to restaurants or the gas sta-
tions,” Commissioner Paris
said. “Events like these have
an impact on your economy.”

“We’re ready for some
warm weather so people can
get back into their routines,”
Commissioner Paris said.
“Part of that routine is hav-
ing the ability to get out, shop,
and do business as usual.”

Depending on the lo-
cation within the county, the
typical snow count in terms
of inches ranged in the 5 to 6
inches in depth.

“The night of the big
snow storm  (Wednesday
into Thursday) I drove 125
miles,” Commissioner Paris
said. “I drove all night to get
a personal look at the roads.
[ was looking to determine
if there was somewhere that
we needed to be working on.
We were worried about the
depth of the snow, because it
was such a wet, heavy snow
we were concerned about the
power lines.

“We actually dodged
another weather bullet,” he
said. “The snow stopped at
the right time, or we could
have been facing some major
power outages.”

The cost of the weather
events has yet to be deter-

Left, a snow sculpture by Katie Dixon and her mom, on the rlght a snowman submitted by Michel Briggs

mined, Commissioner Paris
said.

The county contracted
with seven motor graders to
keep the snow off the road-
ways at a cost of $10,000. As
for the manpower costs, he’ll
know that figure soon.

Even with Gov. Nathan
Deal’s declaration of a State of
Emergency, the county won’t
see much of a return from the
federal or state governments.

“The good news is we’re
still within budget,” Commis-
sioner Paris said. “We try to
build these type of events into
the budget based on the previ-
ous year’s totals. We just plan
for these types of events. We
were prepared for some bad

weather budget-wise.”

One storm story that
will stick in Commissioner
Paris’ mind was a 911 call by
a 90-year-old resident, who
had no heat for three days.
The reason: she lived on the
north side of the mountain and
the propane truck couldn’t get
to her home because the snow
had not yet begun to melt.

“The call came in on
Saturday, when you think
pretty much everything is
clear,” Commissioner Paris
said. “There was a 90-year-
old lady in her house who had
been without heat for three
days. The head of our Road
Department and a mechanic
had both gone up there. I

went up there thinking that it
couldn’t be that bad in terms
of road conditions.

“I got up there, it was on
the north side of a mountain, it
was just as bad or worse than
it was right after the snow,”
Commissioner Paris  said.
“There was no way the gas
truck could get up there.

“We worked for two
hours solid spreading gravel
just so we could get our vehi-
cle up there,” he said. “Later,
we were able to get the pro-
pane vehicle up there. It was
47 degrees in the lady’s home
and had been that way for
three days.

“I asked her why she
waited so long to call, and she
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SalonTru

Excellence in Organic

706-781-3015 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

Hair Care

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter

For All Your Phatogmph y Needs
706-633-3396

307 D Cleveland St. Blairsville, Ga.

GATNS BREFURNIGN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209

Mon- Fn 9am-bpm * Sat 9am-4pm * Closed Sun
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MB{EB‘EaEn Life

Call us today - (877) 633-8186

TheMountainLifeTeam.com
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Lock & Vaul
706°745¢ LOCK
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LOCKSMITH

1063 MureHy HicHwAY Suite, 102 BLARSVILLE, GA.

www.safeguardlockandvault.com
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Trackrock Stables

$5 Local Resident Discount
Trail Rides

Lessons

Birthday Parties

CERTIFIED » BONDED ¢ INSURED

SAVTA #SR16562 ALOA #27989

Day Camps
For reservations call 706-745-5252

Xpres: Auto Repair

Certified Foreign & All Domestic Automotive Services

>>You don't need to take your luxury car to Atlanta anymore!

Mercedes, BMW, Audi, Porsche
Toyota, Honda, Kia, Infinity, Mini
And all Domestics. [T I T 2L 17
- We Locally Service What Others Can't -

CALL: (706) 835-1481
Mon -Fri. 8am to 5pm. (Sat. 10- 4pm)
1538 Old Blue Ridge Hwy.

ALLIED DEVEL

{§y, Grading, Land CIearlng, 1%
Septic Systems, Retaining Walls
Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape
Bringing the Landscape Creativity
of Atlanta to the Mountains!

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431

WE’VE MOVED!

SHOPPE _

Wine Tasting! Fine Selection of Quality Clgars'

706-745-WINE (9463)

64 BRACKETTS WAY, BLAIRSVILLE, GA

MN____MN

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Low interest rates getting you
down? Let's talk.

*  Flip Varney
! Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Brokerégé
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com

19-B Cobalt St. « Blairsville, GA
empireofecigs@hotmail.com

706-994-9959

Ernie
727-243-5330

Kristy
352-228-2600

www.empireofecigs.com
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AND VAPING

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706+400+2988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResiaential

Affordable @

HEARING AID

SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * HiaAwAssee, GA
294 Hwy. 515 Suite B ¢ BLAIRSVILLE, GA

’ FINANCIAL GROUP, INC
If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
566 Murphy Rd, Suite 102 « Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com * www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

7106-745-9596

f Full Service Automotive Shop
Tires + Brakes » Oil Changes « Alignments « Engine Repairs - and more

Monday-Friday 8:30aw - 5pm « Saturday 9am - 1w« Closed Sunday
2307 Murphy Highway « Blairsville, GA

> Fabrics ga@}'é""
amf Qui(ting Store

706-745-6918
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19 Cobalt Street #7, Blairsville, GA 30512
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm * Sunday 10am-4pm
in front of the Blairsville Post Office, off Young Harris Street
www.fabricsgaloreandquiltingstore.com

Charlie’s
Custom =
#~ Leather

Holsters - Knife
Belts - Bible Covers
Repairs & much more

Hand Made To Order

770.533.0300
Blairsville Ga.



