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Chief Dyer said that early
synopsis of the fire’s cause in-
dicate that a metal container of
ashes from the wood heater might
have ignited the blaze.

“It’'s our understanding
that the homeowner set a metal
container of ashes outside,” Chief
Dyer said. “That’s what most peo-
ple do. We believe the high winds
on that day took those hot ashes
into a stack of nearby firewood,
which was real dry, and that com-

bination started the fire.”

Chief Dyer said the
smoke alarms inside the home
awoke the family and allowed
them to get out of the home
unharmed.

“There were two people
inside the home when the fire
started, and they got out of the
home unharmed,” Chief Dyer
said. “They got out okay, with
no injuries.”

The family spent Sat-

urday with a neighbor, and
the American Red Cross took
care of them from there, Chief
Dyer said.

As for the home, the
structure was still intact, Chief
Dyer said.

“About 50 percent of
the structure burned,” Chief
Dyer said. “The contents,
well, I say that those were a to-
tal loss. The fire went through
the entire house, the wind was

whipping. We stopped the fire
where it was when we got
there, but the damage was al-
ready done.

“There wasn’t a hy-
drant nearby, but we never ran
out of water, we had tankers
from all of our stations there,
with one exception. We had
a great water shuttle,” Chief
Dyer said. “I can’t say enough
about the effort. It was a total
team effort.”
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“We had a ton of
weather briefings and ev-
erybody was there,” he said.
“We knew what we were up
against, and we prepared ac-
cordingly. I can’t say enough
about the teamwork involved,
everyone was on the same
page, and we knew what we
had to do and how to do it.

“Just when we thought
we had it made, then the
courthouse flooded,” Com-
missioner Paris said. “A brass
cutoff valve related to the
sprinkler system gave out and
we had a mess at the court-
house.

“It did some minor
damage, we’ve got some
work to do,” he said. “We’ve
turned it in on our insurance. I
can’t say enough good things
about Serve Pro. They came
in with a ton of people and

equipment and we’re almost
dried out.

“That ordeal began to
unfold just as we’re getting
that snow late Friday,” he

said. “If that had happened
an hour and a half later, then
we’ve got some serious dam-
age because the courthouse
would have been empty.”

ing target,” he said. “Tonight
they’re calling for an inch or
more, they’re calling for snow
on Tuesday and Wednesday,
and also toward the end of the
week.

“The situation in the
mountains is unique because
the temperatures are usually
the coldest in the state,” Chief
Dyer said. “We’re always the
last to know about weather
conditions and usually the
ones that get hit the hardest.
We dodged a bullet last week,
and we’re hoping Mother Na-
ture is just as kind this week.

“Our motto is prepare
for the worst and hope for the
best,” Chief Dyer said. “We’ll
make sure that we’ll be able to
respond to almost any emer-

gency that we have.”

said. “The good news is we've

deal with snow. Ice is another

For Commissioner
Paris, spring can't come quick
enough.

“We've got more weath-
er briefings scheduled,” he

got enough salt for this next
round of weather. Our biggest
concerns are whether we are

thing. It presents problems of
power outages, whether we
need shelters and whether we

On Thursday, Feb. 26, The Cat in the Hat will be visit-
ing the Union County Public Library at 1 p.m. Please join us
as we celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday. Children of all ages are
welcome. If you have any questions please call the library at

(706) 745-7491.

“Cat in the Hat”’ coming to Library
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getting ice or snow. We can

need additional help.”

SalonTru K

Excellence in Organic Hair Care
706-781-3015 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter

ForA!! Your Photogmph y Needs
706-633-3396

307 D Cleveland St. Blairsville, Ga.

GANS BNE FURNISENGS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835:1209 .

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

M&En tain Life

Call us today - (877) 633-8186
TheMountainLifeTeam.com
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N G LockaVault
706°745¢ LOCK

(5625)

www.safeguardlockandvault.com

LOCKSMITH

1063 MureHy HicHwAY Suite, 102 BLARSVILLE, GA.

CERTIFIED » BONDED ¢ INSURED

SAVTA #SR16562 ALOA #27989

Trackrock Stables

$5 Local Resident Discount
Trail Rides
Lessons
Birthday Parties
Day Camps

For reservations call 706-745-5252

Xpre:: Auto Repair

Certified Foreign & All Domestic Automotive Services

>>You don't need to take your luxury car to Atlanta anymore!

Mercedes, BMW, Audi, Porsche
Toyota, Honda, Kia, Infinity, Mini
And all Domestics. [T I T 2L 17
- We Locally Service What Others Can't -

CALL: (706) 835-1481
Mon -Fri. 8am to 5pm. (Sat. 10- 4pm)
1538 Old Blue Ridge Hwy.

LIED DEVELOPMENT

"y, Grading, Land Clearing, 1igy
Septic Systems, Retaining Walls
Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape

Bringing the Landscape Creativity
of Atlanta to the Mountains!

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431

WE’VE MOVED!

SHOPPE _

Wine Tasting! Fine Selection of Quality Clgars'

706-745-WINE (9463)

64 BRACKETTS WAY, BLAIRSVILLE, GA

MN____MN

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Finding Solutions for Your
Financial Needs

* | FlipVarney
| Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Brokerage
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com

19-B Cobalt St. « Blairsville, GA
empireofecigs@hotmail.com

706-994-9959

Ernie
727-243-5330

Kristy
352-228-2600

www.empireofecigs.com

EMPIR E&;

AND VAPING

DIVISION INC.

> 706+400+2988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommerncialgResidential

Abfordable @

HEARING AID

SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * HiaAwAssee, GA
294 Hwy. 515 Suite B ¢ BLAIRSVILLE, GA

’ FINANCIAL GROUP, INC
If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
566 Murphy Rd, Suite 102 « Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com * www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

7106-745-9596
f Full Service Automotive Shop
 Tires Brakes +Oil Changes « Alignments « EngmeRepans andmo

Monday-Friday 8:30aw - 5pm « Saturday 9A Tpm+ Closed Sunday
2307 Murphy Highway « Blairsville, GA
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and Qy,zftmg Store

706-745-6918

19 Cobalt Street #7, Blairsville, GA 30512
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm ¢ Sunday 10am-4pm
in front of the Blairsville Post Office, off Young Harris Street
www.fabricsgaloreandquiltingstore.com

Charlie’s
Custom =
#~ Leather

Holsters - Knife
Belts - Bible Covers
Repairs & much more

Hand Made To Order

770.533.0300
Blairsville Ga.



