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EMA meetings keep 
first responders, public informed

Commissioner Paris, Union County Schools Associate 
Superintendent Dr. Jeremy Williams, and Capt. Doug Loyd 
of the Union County Sheriff’s Office attended Sunday’s EMA 
meeting.

One of Blairsville’s snow plows works its way through a wintry 
day

Last week brought several 
inches of snow and two days 
of canceled school to Union 
County, and first responders 
stayed on top of it all to ensure 
that everyone remained safe 
through the wintry weather.

S n o w  m o v e d  i n 
Monday night into Tuesday, 
and continued to fall Tuesday 
morning, causing Union County 
Schools Superintendent Gary 
Steppe to call off school that 
day, and then Wednesday, 
as road conditions remained 
questionable into the morning.

Students returned to 
school Thursday following a 
two-hour delay, and Friday was 
already a scheduled off day on 
the schools’ calendar.

Thursday night brought 
another little blast of snow, and 
many woke up Friday morning 
to a good flurry that faded and 
then disappeared altogether as 
the morning progressed. 

Reports began coming 
in Thursday, however, of a 
big winter weather system 
threatening to move into North 
Georgia Sunday evening – a 
storm bigger than what the 
county had seen so far this 
year.

“We went from one foot 
of snow to almost a tenth of an 
inch of ice,” said Union County 
Fire Chief and Deputy EMA 
Director David Dyer on Sunday, 
Feb. 14. “They’re calling for no 
snow here now, but there’s more 
rain coming in here after all of 
this – over an inch of rain.”

Chief Dyer was just one 
of the many first responders 
to attend various emergency 
weather  meet ings  a t  the 
county’s EMA headquarters in 
the Union County Fire Station 
No. 1, which Sunday saw a 
downgrading of weather status 
from Winter Weather Advisory 
to Freezing Rain Advisory.

Going from a foot of 
snow to no snow with the 
chance of ice was a rather large 
change in the narrative between 
Thursday and Sunday, and Chief 
Dyer said that dramatic changes 
to forecasts have been typical 
of late, but not representative 
of the norm.

“Usually they’re pretty 
confident in it, but of course, the 
changes come in pretty quick 
– this front is a little stronger 
than they thought,” said Chief 
Dyer. “We had our first weather 
briefing Thursday, and they 
were saying that this was going 
to be high impact from what 
models that they had.

“Of course, the closer 
you get to it, the better models 
pick up, and more consistent 
they are, so we’re pretty happy 
with the last reports that they 
had – we’re pretty confident 
in them.”

The good thing about 
using prediction models – even 

if they turn out to be incorrect 
days ahead of time – is that the 
constant updates allow first 
responders to prepare for any 
situation.

“ W e  a l w a y s  g e t 
prepared,” said Chief Dyer. 
“We start lining up resources 
and making sure that we have 
everybody that can possibly 
go on a call, or if we have any 
issues. When we get a little bit 
closer to this, we always plan 
for the worst case scenario.

“The worst case scenario 
for us is if it’s over a quarter 
inch of ice, or if there’s over 4 
inches of snow, that’s going to 
be a significant event, so that 
would be something we always 
get prepared for.”

By Saturday, Feb. 13, 
Union County EMA had its 
emergency plan together for 
just such a worst case scenario, 
but as the models changed, the 
weather Monday backed up 
the newer information, and no 
snow and very little freezing 
rain arrived on Monday.

The plan called for the 
fire department to maintain 
more personnel at Station No. 
1, as well as volunteers in the 
main volunteer stations, which 
was still implemented despite 
the better conditions.

“As soon as they get 
there, they check off their trucks 
and make sure everything’s 
ready to go for any kind of 
weather event, and they just 
get prepared to go to any call 
that might be in that area,” said 
Chief Dyer. “We were prepared 
Saturday for Monday, and we 

were just watching to make sure 
that the reports were consistent, 
and that our resources were 
lined up.”

Emergency weather 
meetings offer the public a 
great way to stay on top of the 
latest weather data, especially 
at the Union County Fire/
Rescue & EMA Facebook page, 
which always has up-to-date 
information as to what residents 
can expect.

“We like to make sure 
that everybody is informed,” 
said Chief Dyer. “You can 
watch the weather on the news, 
and you can get two or three 
different channels, but ours 
is straight from the National 
Weather Service.”

EMA meetings bring in 
leaders from all over the county, 
including Union County Sole 
Commissioner Lamar Paris, the 
Blue Ridge Mountain EMC, the 
Road Department, the sheriff’s 
office, Blairsville Police, EMS 
and others.

On March 5, 2016 Navy 
Seabee Veterans of America Island 
X-3 Blairsville, GA will hold an 
Anniversary Ball in recognition of 
the 74th Birthday of the U.S. Navy 
Seabees. The Island would like to 
invite you to help us celebrate the 
Seabee Birthday. The Ball will be 
held at the Union County Com-
munity Center. All information 
and tickets can be purchased by 
contacting: Bob Ramay at (706) 
781-2536 or email: bobramay@
windstream.net ... only 150 tickets 
are available. Come help celebrate 
the Seabee Birthday.

Upcoming 
Seabee Ball

Minor injuries in crash at Chick-fil-A

A state trooper investigates the accident that occurred in front 
of the Chick-fil-A restaurant on Friday, Feb. 12.

A two-car collision nearly 
sent a Ford F-150 flipping into 
the parking lot of the Chick-
fil-A restaurant on SR 515 on 
Friday, Feb. 12, though injuries 
to those involved were minor, 
according to the Blairsville 
Police Department.

According to witness 
reports, the green truck was 
heading westbound on 515 
when a gold Infiniti SUV 
pulled out into the road from 
the United Community Bank 
parking lot, making a left 
across the path of the F-150. 

The truck attempted to 
avoid the SUV, but was struck 
in the rear, causing it to spin 
around rapidly before flipping 
and coming to a rest on its top 
on the embankment between 
the restaurant and the road.

A driver and a passenger 
in the flipped truck were taken 
away on stretchers, according 
to witness reports, and the 
driver of the SUV also went 
to Union General Hospital 
by ambulance, though all 
were reported to have been 
conscious as they left the scene 
of the accident.

As Georgia State Patrol 
worked the scene, Blairsville 
PD directed traffic around the 
crash site, and many vehicles 
used the Chick-fil-A parking 
lot as a detour around the 
accident.

A Georgia State Patrol 
crash report was not available 
as of press time Monday.

Or know a neighbor 
that might  

consider selling 
their home? I have 
a buyer that’s ready 
to purchase NOW!! 

Please call Diane Daige 
at Union Realty!

706-897-5225 direct 
or 706-745-2188 or 

ddaigerealtor@windstream.net

THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR 

LAKEFRONT 
HOME?

Union County Lions Club 
Trash and Treasure event

The Union County Li-
ons Club 5th Annual Trash and 
Treasure event will be held on 
Saturday, February 27th from 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Civic 
Center, 165 Welborn Street, 
Blairsville. Come join us for 
a day of shopping, friends and 
food.

Early bird admission is 
$1 from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. After 
9 a.m. admission is free. The 
kitchen will be open for break-
fast and lunch. Call 706-781-
3599 for more information.




