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off the trail. Approximately
100 yards later, Emery was
staring at them.

Emery received imme-
diate medical attention from
Gwynn and Norton.

“Ben Emery was in the
early stages of hypotherm-
ia,” Deputy McConnell said.
“He had a hammock, he had
wrapped himself and his dog
in the hammock to stay warm.
[t took approximately 30 min-
utes for his body temperature
to rise to a respectable level to
allow him to travel. Gwynn
and Norton used blankets,

thermals and hot packs to get
him back on his feet.”

With Emery back under
his own power, Lacey, Deputy
McConnell, Gwynn and Nor-
ton escorted Emery and Rori
back to safety.

Approximately 3.5 miles
later, Emery had a story to
share with family and friends.

“Lacey and I got Gw-
ynn and Norton to where they
were needed, and they did
the rest,” Deputy McConnell
said. “Mr. Emery was in defi-
nite need of medical attention.
All Lacey and I can do is lead

help to the right place in a
desperate situation. The real
work begins when you find
that person. That's where the
rescue team kicks in.“

Chief Dyer praised
Lacey, saying without her, the
effort is lost.

“Without Lacey, we're
looking at a very different sce-
nario,” Chief Dyer said. “All
of our training is useless if we
can't find our victim. Lacey is
an incredible search dog.”

Lacey's story as a Union
County Sheriff's deputy began
when she was 3 months old.

That's when she hooked
up as Deputy McConnell's
partner.

She saved her first life
when she was 9 months old,
rescuing a DUI driver who
had wrecked his vehicle and
set out off the beaten path dur-

ful on more than 60 percent
of her searches. The other 40
percent, she's led authorities
to the place where folks have
been picked up by vehicles.
“If you had a supreme
pizza, and she could talk, she
could tell you every ingredi-

ing a snowstorm.

She's  nabbed  five
would-be criminals in three
different incidents, and she's
frequently requested outside
of the county to search for lost
hikers and people who have
fled from the law.

Lacey has been success-

knows.”
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that he needed to be out by
Jan. 1 of 2015.

“At that point, I started
looking for a place,” said Tanner,
and he ended up selecting the
Blue Ridge Highway location.

Tanner and his family’s
strong faith helped him get
from one point to the next.

“I’'m a Christian and I
love the Lord, and I know the
Lord leads in a way that will
be the best for me, anyway,”
said Tanner. “And I knew
that if the Lord wanted me
to stay in that place, it would
all fall through with them. He
would provide that way. And
if it didn’t, then I was ready to
make whatever changes I had
to make.”

The convenience of the
old location is what Tanner

will miss most, as customers
were able to drop their ve-
hicles off and walk around to
shop or eat in the square.

“It was just very conve-
nient for a lot of my custom-
ers,” said Tanner. “I guess the
biggest thing I'm concerned
about is my customers. I
mean, I can change, but a
lot of my customers may not
want a change. A lot of them
liked the convenience.”

Already, Tanner has
received a strong showing of
support from that customer
base in the face of that chal-
lenging time for him and his
family.

“I had a bunch of my
customers — and matter of
fact, a lot more offered, but
I'd have had more help than

I'd have known what to do
with — offered to help me
move,” said Tanner. “And a
lot of them did. There were
probably 10 or 15 of my cus-
tomers, not counting family
and friends, who came and
helped me move, so that made
me feel good.”

Tanner is thankful for
the help he received in the
move, and for his loyal cus-
tomer base over the years.

“It’s all been worth
it,” said Tanner. “Yeah, it’s a
job, and I make a living at it,
but I’ve always looked — and
that’s the reason, I guess, I’ve
never gotten rich and I've al-
ways just had to rent or what-
ever, because I look at, that
customer isn’t just my cus-
tomer, he’s my friend. That’s

the way I want to treat them.”

Looking ahead, Tanner
and his usual cast of charac-
ters around the shop — wife
Shirley, teenage son Micah
and brother-in-law mechan-
ic Alan Petry — are excited
about the move and the new
opportunities that come with
change, and he has no hard
feelings about the transition.

“I would like to thank
the Candlers and Burrells fam-
ily, Tom, Blanch, Mark and
Tommie, for the years they
have let us use their property,”
said Tanner. “I am excited for
the Jolly family, Wayne and
Judy, and their new business,
Cabin Coffee. I am looking
forward to see what they do
with the business, and plan to
visit their shop.”

Younger brother now faces armed robbery charges

By Charles Duncan
North Georgia News
editor@nganews.com

The younger brother
of the man accused of rob-
bing Dollar General Store on
old Blue Ridge Highway now
stands accused of being in-
volved in the robbery, Union
County Sheriff's Investiga-
tor Tom Mangifesta said on
Monday.

“Yesterday, Jan. 7, Dal-
las Logan Mitchell, 19 was
arrested by Fannin County
sheriff's deputies on an ar-
rest warrant [ obtained on
Dec. 29, for Armed Robbery,”
Mangifesta said.

Dallas Mitchell is the
younger brother of Caleb
Mitchell who was arrested on
Dec. 10 for the Dollar General
robbery on Dec. 8.

Dallas Mitchell current-
ly is being held in the Union
County Jail, Mangifesta said.

It was a one of a kind
jacket that led to the arrest of
22-year-old Caleb Mitchell in
connection with Dec. 8 armed
robbery of the Dollar General
Store on the old Blue Ridge
Highway.

Caleb  Mitchell is
charged with one count of
armed robbery, and two
counts of aggravated assault.

He is currently being held at
the Union County Jail, Union
County Sheriff’s Det. SSgt.
Darren Osborn said.

Blairsville Police Of-
ficer Dustin Walker, who also
serves as a part-time Union
County  Sheriff’s  Deputy,
spotted a male fitting the de-
scription of the suspect in the
Dollar General Store robbery,
Sgt. Osborn said.

Officer Walker, who
was in the Circle K Conve-
nience Store near Bi-Lo, saw
Mitchell wearing the same
jacket that was worn by the
Dollar General armed robbery
suspect.

“Officer Walker didn’t
approach the suspect, rather,
he waited for Caleb Mitchell
to leave the store before mak-
ing amove,” Sgt. Osborn said.
“He watched Caleb Mitchell
get into a vehicle with two
other persons. At about the
same time investigators with
the Sheriff's Office received
a tip from our Facebook page
that a male, wearing the same

jacket, was seen earlier at
Walmart.”
Officer Walker ob-

served the male get in the rear
seat of a vehicle; the vehicle
traveled toward Georgia 515,
Sgt. Osborn said.

The vehicle then trav-
eled west and Officer Walker
contacted Union County
Sheriff's Office personnel and
made a traffic stop at North
Georgia Technical College,
Sgt. Osborn said.

Caleb Mitchell told
authorities  without being
prompted that he had indeed
robbed the Dollar General
Store, Sgt. Osborn said.

“We call that a sponta-
neous utterance,” Sgt. Osborn
said.

The gun Caleb Mitchell
used was a gas-operated BB
gun, that closely resembled a
semi-automatic handgun, Sgt.
Osborn said.

Following a thorough
investigation by the Sheriff’s
Office Criminal Investiga-
tion Division, Caleb Mitchell
was arrested and charged with
crimes related to the Dollar
General Store robbery, Sgt.
Osborn said.

Union County sheriff’s
investigators began working
to solve the armed robbery
of the Dollar General Store at
the Old Blue Ridge Highway
and Kiutuestia Creek Road
shortly after the robbery was
reported.

The robbery occurred at
8:25 p.m., on Monday, Dec. 8,

Union County Sheriff’s De-
tective Tom Mangifesta said.

Mitchell was armed
with what appeared to be a
semi-automatic handgun, Det.
Mangifesta said.

The suspect, later identi-
fied as Mitchell, was last seen
running around the side of the
store with the cash drawer,
following the robbery, Det.
Mangifesta said.

Investigators searched
the residence where Caleb
Mitchell was living after
he was stopped on Dec. 11.
Mitchell was cooperative, and
told investigators where he
had disposed of the cash draw-
er on Pleasant Hill Road.

Mitchell later took in-
vestigators to the location
where he dumped the cash
drawer, Sgt. Osborn said.

In an unrelated inci-
dent. Sgt. Osborn asks that
residents lock their vehicles
when attending their local
churches.

A series of break-ins
has authorities on the lookout
for someone breaking into ve-
hicles at local churches.

Anyone with details of
these break-ins, contact the
Sheriff's Office at (706) 439-
6066 or the TIP Line at (706)
781-1973, Sgt. Osborn said.
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Excellence in Organic Hair Care

706-781-3015 » 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel

Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter

For Aﬂ Your Photograph y Needs

706-633-3396
307 D Cleveland St. Blairsville, Ga.

GHAVNS BONEFURNISEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Ll

M(T;)}_{Lfljtai n Life

Call us today - (877) 633-8186

TheMountainLifeTeam.com
KELLERWILLIAMS
REALTY PARTNERS

Lock & Vault
706745 LOCK

(5625)

www.safequardlockandvault.com

LOCKSMITH

1063 MurrHY HicHway Surte, 102 BLARSVILLE, GA.

CERTIFIED +» BONDED * INSURED

SAVTA #SR16562 ALOA #27989

Trackrock Stables

$5 Local Resident Discount
Trail Rides
Lessons
Birthday Parties
Day Camps

For reservations call 706-745-5252

XpressAuto Repair

Certified Foreign & All Domestic Automotive Services

>>You don't need to take your luxury car to Atlanta anymore!

Mercedes, BMW, Audi, Porsche
Toyota, Honda, Kia, Infinity, Mini
And all Domestics. Re/ L EA) (] F{7 1]
- We Locally Service What Others Can't -

CALL: (706) 835-1481
Mon -Fri. 8am to Spm. (Sat. 10- 4pm)
1538 Old Blue Ridge Hwy.

ALLIED DEVELO

{§,, Grading, Land Clearing, 1Zy
Septic Systems, Retaining Walls

Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape

Bringing the Landscape Creativity
of Atlanta to the Mountains!

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431

SEAlS

BLAIRSVILLE

_— Sears of Blairsville
- 60 Sears Way
Blairsville, GA 30512

Locally Owned and Operated

Tel 706-745-6600
Fax 706-745-8537
ds3896@shos.com
Parts/Service 1-800-549-7861

RECOVg
WA 20y
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

The market changes. Are you
prepared?

| Flip Varney
- Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Broké'r;glje
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com

PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville areal!
Contact Joe Collins
706-835-8769
or 706-745-6343

New Year!!
New Owner!!
New Prices!!

SunSations

Tanning Salon
706-745-8267
19 Cobalt Street Suite 3,
Blairsville, Ga 30512

Allondatle X

=

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * Hiawassee, GA
294 Hwy. 515 Suite B ¢ BLAIRsVILLE, GA

Charlie’s
Custom =
#~ Leather

Holsters - Knife
Belts - Bible Covers
Repairs & much more

Hand Made To Orderx
770.533.0300

Blairsville Ga.




