January 7,2015 THE NORTH GEORGIA NEWS Page 3

Dire CtO rs...from Page 1

issue in the next couple of
months.

Speaking on transpar-
ency, Phillips noted that he has
submitted minutes to the last
couple of board meetings for
publication in the North Geor-
gia News and Towns County
Herald “because we did bring
to a motion to open the board
up to the public and the mem-
bers and the employees, and
of course, they voted us down
on that. I don’t see a problem,
and most of the boards that
[’ve ever been to are open.
And I think it’ll come in time,
[ really do. I think it’ll come
in time.”

In response to a ques-
tion about the next election
cycle, Logan told those in at-
tendance that it will be at the
annual meeting in September.

“I think the way that
it works, there’s nine board
members, there’s three that
go up for election every year,”
said Logan. “So, you’re stuck
with us three for three years.”

Sam  Fullerton, co-
founder of the Mountain
Movers and Shakers, likened
the new board to Republicans
and Democrats trying to work
together in a clearly partisan
arena, and asked how these
new board members would
resolve that issue.

“If they come up with
something that we think is
good, hey, we’re supporting
it,” said Jenkins.

Jenkins’ new colleagues
echoed this sentiment.

“Idon’t want to trash the
board that’s there now, I really
don’t,” said Phillips. “We’re
trying to work with them, and
we have been. We’ve been
working with them.”

And Phillips fielded
a question about the current
petition that is circulating to
remove the other six board
members and Matthew Akins’
leadership.

“I think everybody in
the room, if you don’t know
by now, you’re a hermit,”

said Phillips. “I’ve been ac-
cused of being behind it, but
I’'m not. I know about it, and
I’'m not signing the petition
because I'm on the board. But
yes, there is a petition going
around, there absolutely is.”

There was some con-
cern at the meeting over the
customer service charge at-
tached to each bill — what ex-
actly did it represent?

“I know it makes me
wonder, well, when you hear
customer  service, you're
thinking of, or I'm sitting here
thinking, okay, I'm paying
$18 for somebody to sit in this
office and answer questions
or — that’s really not what it
is,” said Logan. “The way it’s
been explained to me, that’s
the actual cost of every line
out there, of all the infrastruc-
ture, and even the building.
That’s the cost of the whole
thing.”

Logan also talked about
the reason why members do
not receive capital credit, un-

like other EMCs.

“You can go into all of
this very elaborate answer,
but there’s an answer,” said
Logan. “We buy power from
TVA and TVA alone. We buy
power from nowhere else, and
we do not generate power.
And alot of these other EMCs,
they may even have a generat-
ing facility, where they actu-
ally generate their own power
themselves.

“The TVA, in our con-
tract, the EMC'’s contract with
TVA, it says —everybody’s fa-
miliar with the TVA in here?
They’re actually government
owned. They say that you can-
not give back capital credits if
you buy power from TVA.”

So, what if there is
“leftover money,” as Logan
puts it?

“You can either put it
back into the infrastructure,
pay down long-term debt or
get your tier rating, the rating
that the REA and other people
go by to lower your rates,”

said Logan. “You’ve got three
options to do that: infrastruc-
ture, lower rates or pay down
long-term debt.”

And the amount of
debt currently held by the
BRMEMC surprised Logan
once he had gotten a look at
the numbers.

“It is a tremendous debt
load,” said Logan. “And for
us three members to get up
here and make any changes,
we’ve got our hands tied right
now with all of this debt. So,
what [ would like to do is start
focusing to get some good
strong leadership in there,
and start focusing on bringing
down the operating costs.

“And then, at the end
of the year, if there is any
profit or — you can’t really
call it profit because we’re a
nonprofit, but if there’s any
leftover money, for lack of a
better word, we’ve got to get
that long-term debt down, get
our tier rating down.”

Before the meeting was

adjourned, the new board
members wanted to make
sure that everyone knew who
to blame for the BRMEMC's
situation in recent years: upper
management and the board of
directors.

“I have one thing I'd
like to say before we get out
of here, and this is some-
thing that’s really a problem
we’re having,” said Phillips.
“You’ve got the employees
at the EMC over there. These
guys and girls work hard ev-
ery day, and they’ve got a job,
that’s what they do. They go
over there in the morning,
they clock in, they do their job
and they go home.

“They’re not the ones
that y’all need to be jumping
on. A lot of them take a lot of
heat, and a lot of it’s because
they’ve got their EMC logo
on their shirt. These are good
people, and all they want to
do is make a living, feed their
families.”

We Are Atlll Here Memorlal chkoff set for

The children giggle as
their breath hangs in front of
their faces and mothers repo-
sitions blankets around the
youngest as the embers glow
and the light from the fire
grows dim.

As the children settle
around the feet of the elder
he begins as he has for gen-
erations, the same as the elders
before him did for thousands
of years...” this is what the old
man told us when I was just a
boy.”

The children listen in-
tently as the elder tells, “How
the deer got its antlers,” “Why
the opossum’s tail is bare.”

“How fire came to be”
and “How the People learned
to make medicine.”

Countless other native
fables were told by elders in an
effort to not only to entertain,
but also to educate the young-
est generations on how to han-
dle themselves.

Some would have us
believe that these same stories
are no longer passed on, but re-
main as interesting tales found
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Haley Grizzle, of Suches, and Kathie Garrett of Blairsville, are the faces of “We're Are Still Here.”

in children’s books sold in Na-
tive American tourist shops.
Others tell school age
children that the descendants
of the Muscogee Creek and
Cherokee peoples who once in-
habited our mountains and our
community no longer live here.

That the tribal members
have been relocated to live in
tribal communities on “res-
ervations” in Oklahoma and
North Carolina.

If the truth be told there
ARE members of our commu-
nity who embody the spirit of

their ancestors and still main-
tain their ties with their ances-
tral homelands, they are still
here.

Haley Grizzle, a sopho-
more at the Woody Gap School
in Suches and a member of the
Eastern Band of Cherokee In-

dians located in North Caro-
lina, and Kathie Garrett, an
office manager for Amedisys,
and member of the Muscogee
Creek Nation of Oklahoma
both call Blairsville, Georgia
home.

The two of them have
graciously signed on to become
the face of the project “We Are
Still Here” Memorial.

Ancestral  differences
aside, no animosity remains
as the two have struck a fast
friendship that has allowed
them to forget their age old dif-
ferences and finds them in uni-
son in promoting the memorial
and focusing on the message
that “We Are Still Here.”

The memorial, to be
emplaced in Meeks Park in the
fall of 2015, will be a bronze
statue of a Native American
stick ball player.

Stick ball is an ancient
game that was played by both
the Muscogee and Cherokee
people and is still played today
in tribal communities.

The memorial is an effort
to bring attention to Blairsville

Jan. 19

in a positive light by inviting
the United Keetowah Band of
Cherokee Indians, the Chero-
kee Nation, the Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians and the
Muscogee Creek Nation back
to Blairsville for the unveiling,
all the while promoting the
Blairsville community to the
world.

Atown hall meeting will
be held at the Haralson Civic
Center at 6 p.m. on Jan. 19 to
kick off the fund raising efforts
for the project and to enlist the
help of the community in the
promotion of the project and is
open to all interested.

Kathie Garrett and Ha-
ley Grizzle will be on hand to
answer questions as will the
executive committee of the
project.

The “We Are Still Here”
promotional video will be de-
buted to the public for the first
time at this event.

Further updates for
the memorial project will be
broadcast via the Facebook
page, Blood Mountain We Are
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Still Here.

SalonTru

Excellence in Organic Hair Care
706-781-3015 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter

ForAﬂ Your Photography Needs
706-633-3396

307 D Cleveland St. Blairsville, Ga.

GANS BNE FURNISENGS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706:835-1209 .

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

M&Entain Life

Call us today - (877) 633-8186

TheMountainLifeTeam.com

KELLERWILLIAMS
REALTY PARTNERS
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N G LockaVault
706°745¢ LOCK

(5625)

www.safeguardlockandvault.com

LOCKSMITH

1063 MureHy HicHwAY Suite, 102 BLARSVILLE, GA.

CERTIFIED » BONDED ¢ INSURED

SAVTA #SR16562 ALOA #27989

Trackrock Stables

$5 Local Resident Discount
Trail Rides
Lessons
Birthday Parties
Day Camps

For reservations call 706-745-5252

Xpre:: Auto Repair

Certified Foreign & All Domestic Automotive Services

>>You don't need to take your luxury car to Atlanta anymore!

Mercedes, BMW, Audi, Porsche
Toyota, Honda, Kia, Infinity, Mini
And all Domestics. [T T 2L 172
- We Locally Service What Others Can't -

CALL: (706) 835-1481
Mon -Fri. 8am to 5pm. (Sat. 10- 4pm)
1538 Old Blue Ridge Hwy.

@?autiful Things

Jewelry

Costume & Custom & Sterling

Bi Lo Plaza, Blairsville, GA  706-781-2988

SCAIS

BLAIRSVILLE

Sears of Blairsville
60 Sears Way
Blairsville, GA 30512
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~/  Locally Owned and Operated

Tel 706-745-6600

Fax 706-745-8537

ds3896@shos.com
Parts/Service 1-800-549-7861

MN____MN

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

How will you pay for
retirement? Let’s talk.

* | FlipVarney
~ Financial Advisor
178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Brokerage
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com

PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville area!
Contact Joe Collins
706-835-8769
or 706-745-6343
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f‘;:b JEWELRY, PURSES, FURNITURE,
‘; J°  HANDMADE & VINTAGE

ACROSS FROM CITY HALL

49 D BLUE RIDGE ST BLAIRSVILLE GA

MON & TUE 11a-4p
THUR - SAT 11a-4p | WED CLOSE

LINDARGAY@GMAIL.COM | 706.825.5949

Affordable m

HEARING AID

SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * HiawAssee, GA
294 Hwy. 515 Suite B ¢ BLAIRSVILLE, GA

Charlie’s
Custom <
#~ Leather

Holsters - Knife
Belts - Bible Covers
Repairs & much more

Hand Made To Order

770.533.0300
Blairsville Ga.

All
Materials
Furnished

ICH
DRYWALL

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

FREE Installing
Insulation
Hanging

Sheetrock
Finishing
Texturing

706-745-5307

SERVING LUNCH & DINNER WITH

BRUNCH ON SATURDAY & SUNDAY.

LARGE SELECTION OF DRAFT BEER TO

Enjoy WHILE WATCHING THE GAMES
IN OUR SPORTS VIEWING AREA!

130 Blue Ridge Street, Blairsville
706-745-5305

ALLIED DEVELOPMENTS

Grading, Land Clearing,
Septic Systems, Retaining Walls
Specializing in Landscape & Hardscape

Bringing the Landscape Creativity
of Atlanta to the Mountains!

Call Amed Troche 770-891-7431

INC.

MUfo S Mountain Burgers & Such

The Finest Burgers,
Dogs & Steak
Sandwiches
in the Mountains!

’ 706-835-2992

519 Blue Ridge St., Blairsville, GA 30512

Monday 11 am -3 pm
Tuesday - Thursday 11 am - 7 pm
Friday - Saturday 11 am - 8 pm



